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COMING VENTS. 


Sieetings» = ae. a = e Friday January 19th. 
Se ree em ‘Willers Factory, Sutton St. Warragul 
=. opeakerse aso" . Ir. Donald Teese(member of B,0.C.) 
See oe = "Birds of the Channel CSBAE 
S.W.Quecnsland". 
EY OUTSOLE See eae Rge ae ae Sunday January 21st. : 
os s — Contact peerete Te for devaiies . 


electing. Stig = = ee Janvary 49th. at the 
Sd here ee = =: 3 ¥allourn Library. 
Subject: | Brae | | iln HEGES ; 
“Proursion: == (itsti(‘<«~*“‘;‘“~*‘«S ay <TH OT, HE Bo Be 
Se See yes eee oe ere geccncs at the Ski Lodge. . 
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A Happy New Year to all our readers. 
Could it be possible for a New Year Resolution?, It might be that more people 
will contribute a small article for the Naturalist. We publish 120 copies each 
month, the percentage of people sending articles fs therefore quite small, 
This scems to be a continual plea from the Editor, but to be a suacess a paper 
must have copy. Hexes Hoping for 1975 from the Editor, 


reve teenth nen Ramen Ne en ARES NO naa tina 


VICTORTAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCLATTON, 


At the Meeting held at Baimmsdale on 30th September 1972, the following 
decisions were reached, 
Ve The proposels circulated were considered and, with some amendments, 
approved. The final versions were:— 
Clause 1. That a new body, to be know as the Victorian Field Naturelists 
Clubs Association be set up to improve communication and co-operation between 
the clubs, to encourage the establishment of new clubs, to foster regional’ 
groupings ond activities, to co-ordinate and promote conservation projects, 
and to support the ¢.C.V. for the purposes of Conservation. 


Clause 2. That an affikiated club shall be a club affiliated with the 
Victo:ian Field Naturalists Clubs Association. 


Clause 3, That the Covneil of the Association shall consist of ten menbers, 
‘vo each from the areas; North West. South West, Central, North Hast and South 
East, who shall be elected at the Annual Meeting. 
Clouse 4, That the Council of the Association shall meet at least twice each 
year, and shall calI an Annual General Meeting and Convention of all Clubs. 
Clause 5.,° That each Affiliated Club shall be mtitled to send two delegates 
to vote at the Annuxl General Moeting, or may appoint, in writing, two other 
delegates as its proxies. ; 
Clouse 6, That cach Club may nominate two members for election to Council, and 
shall be eligible to vote for all positions on Council. | 
20 T$ was docidcd not to elect a Council, but to re-convene the Steering 
Committee and to co-ont to il those mombers nominated by Clubs for the Council, 
The next meeting will be on 16%h. November at Biighton. 
3a It was decided to hold the first Annual Convention of Field Naturalists 
Clubs a% Shepparton on the Labour Day weekend next year(March 10-12, 1973) 
Please marx this in your diaxy NOW. 

The program for the weckend is being organized by the Goulburn-Murray Field 
Naturalists Club, end although it is not the best time of the year for wild 
flowers, a most interesting weekend is being planned. We hope that all Clubs 
will make it an official excursion and that as many as possible of your members 
will attend. : Edypsaeeee . 

RH, Riordan 

for Ste cing Committee. 
The Committee of the L.V.F.N.C. after receiving the circular decided that it 
would be a good idea to publish the vital information fo all members to read, 
We can then decide what our attidude to this new organisation will be. 


eee AOL CECE * 
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THE AUSTRALTAN SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES 
Continued from December Issue. 


Skippers always like a locality with wide open shallow sunny depressions. 
The favoured places are always wet, with a very acid soil where the food plant 
(Sword Grass) grows luxuriantly with an abundance of wild-flowers. 


Throughout the years I have spent many happy days in such typical skipper 
habitats, with the sweet intoxicating chocolate fragrance of masses of wild- 
flowers, and with the butterflies and birds for company. Alas a number of these 
lovely places have been needlessly destroyed for ever. 

We must not despair however at the loss of old hallowed localities, where long 
ago we spent so many Rep PYe and enjoyable days with the butterflies, birds, 

and wildflowers, 

We still*have the memory of days gone by although at times we may be a little 
saddened, and discouraged at the rapid,and destructive march of so called 
"progress", But instead we must marshal our energies, determined to go further 
afield, and find new places, and perhaps new species of insects,or wildflowers. 


With the motor car, and good roads we can go further afield in one or two MOE, 
but this also for obvious reasons has its disadvantages. 

Wherever the motor car has gone the ultimate destruction of Nature has followed, 
Nature never stays put, it is always changing and is a never ending source of 
wonder, and surprise, both to the young and older generations. 


Some things in nature have not been able to adjust to changing circumstances. 
I have knovm some rare species of butterflies to go back to the old areas 
occupied by former generations of the species half a century ago. 

For years a few butterflies were found in such places every season until the 
last picce of the food plant was destroyed. 


Our birds too, have difficulty in adapting to changing circumstances. 
Some species can adapt more easily than others, but they still possess that 
fondness for particular arcas, that former generations knew long ago. 


Our Skipper butterflies provide us with a vast ficld of study. 
They are more interesting because their characters, and habits differ from 
those of other Lepidoptera, Adequate study of them must be done in the field, 
where opportunities are limitless. Quite a few of them scem to be associated 
with wild-flowers. Such species as daisies, everlastings, fringed"silkics", 
pimelea being particularly favoured. 


Wo one branch of Nature can adequately be studied alone. Hach is depend- 
ent on another and, altogether they provide a huge field of wonder and fascination. 
On several occasions while searching for Skippers, I have worked over what 
appeared to be a perfect habitat, but to my surprise no signs of Skippers or 
their lerval shelters in the leaves of the Gahnia were found. 

The soil was dry, with very few wildflowers, “and + TERY little of the fragrance 
which the butterflies seem to like so much. 

At once I realised what Was lacking in the habitat, although to the casual 
observer, it seemed a good locality. 


Contd..pp 3 
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A eae oe eS NAT AUSTRALLAN SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES 

contd.. | 
_.,, Lhe Gahnia was there to provide food for the larvae but there were not 

enough» ‘flowers to. give nectar for the butterflics. 

A few weeks later. I worked over another new interesting area of Gahnia (Sword 


Grass )on a_gentle slope facing the cast, but the ground was much wetter, with 
masses of vy owers everyiiere, 


The Skippers were feeding on the nectar of daisies, everlastings, pimelea, 
wild pansies etc. and the air rich with the scent of the flowers. 


I believe the butterflies can see quite well, and they appear to have a keen 
sense of smell.“ Dr, Ford of England mentions this in his book"British Butterflies" 


The Skippers are hungry fecders, and very fond of the nectar of all wild-flowers 
even the dandelion is favoured by then. 

I feel this to be a most appropriate place to pay tribute to my old friend Charlie 
Elton, my companion in the bush for many years, Many “mdreds of specimens of ~ 
beetles, and butterflics,with his name in faceless Indian Ink on all the labels 
are in my collection. stranettlys this is a fitting tribute to a fine bushman, and 

one of Natures Gentlemen. 

He has travelled overseas, and is a very skilled trout Angier always being a 


keen lover of nature in all its forms, 
C. ie ai Llewel Lyn ) Go (e) ding ° 
ife Momber Wa s 5 
ide lomber Warragul FNC 


poten a mnecnenmome stone 


Woolworths, Canberra, advexrtize, vifaton, Fics anteed pure and biodegradable, 
35 cents per litre." 
FOR NOTHING } 
Piped water for washing, piped water for bathing, piped water for scrubbing 
and cleaning 
Is measured and paid for, and counted and listed, for that is the meter EROS 
rpaning, 

But water for drinking is not pipod or paid for, I got it for nothing _ 

é ; from heaven, 

My water for washing and soxubbtng and cloening comes dovm from the hills in 
Q river. 

It is born of the snows ane high ord of the mountains BUT (here is the bit 
makes you shiver) 

Tt may still be polluted by fauna and flora, BO; for drinking, I get it 
from heaven! 

Whenever it rains it comes down on the garden, and the country around me 
is sweeter, 

So I keep one old tank, with a tap in the kitchen, and don't have’ to measure 
each litre, 

For rain fills my tank and I drink it like nectar. It comes here(FOR NOTHING) | 


from heaven, 


J.Galbraith. 


ne naan Ne naman 
ne ee Soe emma 
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COLOUR AND POISONS IN INSECT PROTECTION. 


A very interesting article appears in Now Scicntist of 11 May, 1972 
written’ by the Hon.Iliriam Rothschild, a research workor in the Department of 
Zoology, Oxford. In it sho reveals that a large number of insects are capable 
of scquestcring and storing poisons from particular plants in order to protect 
themsclves from predators, while others sccretc substances for the same purpose. 
At the same time these insects display warming colours so that they may be re-~ | 
cognisced casily by their would-be attackers and avoided. 


Such insects include buttorflics and moths, beetles, grasshoppers, plant 
bugs, flics laccwings, aphids and a scale insect, and they may store heart 
poisons(cardcnolides), aristolochic acids or toxic plant alkaloids. 


The @nspicuous orange and black and white~spotted Milkweed Butterflics 
(Danaus chrysippus) of South Africa contain heart poisons in thoir body tissycs 
which cause severe vomiting and distress if swallowed by birds, 


The Monarch or Wenderer Butterfly(Danaus plexippus) sequesters two heart 
poisons(calactin and calotropin), while pharmacophagous Swallowtails store 
nitrophenantrenes. Danaids and Swallovwtails feed mainly on Asclepias(cg. Swan 
Plant) and Aristolochias(cg.Pipe Vine) respectively. An extract from the 
Aristolochia( which means "best for delivery") was used in oldon times in the. 
delivery of babies, 


A group of brightly coloured Moths, the Tigers(Arctiidac), and a number 
of other warningly coloured insects such as wasps, hornots and the Colorado 
beetle, are capable of manufacturing their om poisons, The Gardon Tiger 
'(Arctia caja) is polyphagous(aot vostricted to 2 particular food plant) and 
secretes acetylcholine and another choline ester, which are often found in the 
poison glands of animals such as snakes and whelks, and in the stinging hairs 
of plants like the nettle, The fomale abdomen and oggs of this Tiger also con- 
tain a highly lethal protein. ; 


The Tigers are also able to sequester toxic substances from plant food, 
O.8s is eae oa alkaloids from Groundsel(Senecio) and Digitalis from Fox— 
glove. ’yrrolizidino alkaloids are also found in Ragwort and a genus of Vetch 
(Crotalaria) which causes severe illncss oz ccath if accidentally caten by 
cattle, horses'or poultry. The Vetch produces high blood pressure and congestive 
heart disease in man if used_in native "bush toas" in Africa and. Jamaica. 
No wonder theTigers aro avoided by their bird predators? 


0 cardcnolides(hear: poisons) have been obtained from the Oleander 
which ee a bya nO Cae ourced ee and black plant bug that stores 
eleven of these, 

- In addition to their colour display, many insects employ warning attit- 
udes, sconts or sounds to incrcase their protection. 


Again, other insects protect themselves by mimicking the warning colour 
display of the poison-protected insects. 


Tt is a never-ending wonder to sco marvellous intoraction in nature, 
intolligently carricd out according to a plan that only man secks to disrupt. 


Betty Kemp. 
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pe eee 
F.N.C.V. VISIT TO LEOUGATHA, 


A dozen members of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria visited 
Leongatha during the week between Christmas and New Year, coming in private 
cars. lLocal’members Mr. and Mrs. Brewster, Ilr. and Mrs. Rowe or lir; and Urs. 
Lyndon acted as guides each day on excursions +o places of interest, to the 
hills, the heathlands, fem gullies and the beach, keeping, as much as possible, 
to back roads to avoid the holiday traffic. 


lir. and Mrs. Brooks and Mr. and Mrs. Eve came from Warragul and met us at 
Moonlight Creek for an inspection of the proposed National Park and a picnic by 
the Tarwin River, 


lir. Bob Auchterlonie came across from Narracan to show the party round the 
Club arboretum where Eucalyptus macrandra is blooming just now. There was con-— 
Siderable interest in the eucalypts and we didnt forget to show off the colorful 
old Candlebarks and Snowgums that grow naturally by the roadside on the ridge. 
The item that stole the show, however, was a potted specimen of the Blue Olive- 
berry in its full glory of pink fringed flowers that Mr. Auchterlonie produced 
from his car and kindly presented to the writer, 


Naturalists from Sale to Warragul and points between gathered at Tyers on 
Thursday, at Iiss Galbraith's invitation, to meet the guests. 
We were especially pleased to see Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Faisst from Warnambool, ; 
Foundation members of Latrobe Valley Club, who had come dow from Warnambool for 
the holidays. We were very fortunate in our weather throughout the whole week, 
and on this perfect summer day there was Iris Peterson in the deep shade of the 
venerable oak ladling out a most delectable fruit punch from a stoneware bowl. 


Our visitors remarked on the wonderfully relaxed and friendly group of happy 
people that they met that day, and everyone enjoyed this get-together immensely. 
After lunch Iir, and Mrs Thompson led us on a tour of the Wirilda project, 
returning to the garden for afternoon tea. 


We on the Leongatha side, would like to thank all fellow members who helped 
So much to entertain our guests and to make them fecl at home during their stay 
in Gippsland, 
E..Lyndon. 


A FRIENDLY VISIT. 


Saturday January 6th. in the afternoon as many members as could be 
contacted, gathered at Narracan in the garden of The Auchterlonies,our friends 
and members of L.V.F.I.C. 

We were all delighted to meet again Mr. George Scanlan who was visiting 
the Latrobe Valley for three days. George has recently sold his home at IEchunga 
in South Australia‘and at present is living at Kyabram. Victoria. 

All enjoyed going over past excursions and happenings in the club. We must thank 
Mr. Auchterlonie for allowing us to meet in his garden, and for his trouble in 
leading us through some Blue Gum plantations on our way to Narracan Falls, 


George really enjoyed meeting his friends once again and hopes to see us all 
again in the near future. 
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SUBMISSIONS FOR RESERVING CROWN LAND AT ROSEDALE SOUTH. 


In the daily papers on Wednesday 20th. December the Land Conservation 
Council notified the public of Victoria that it had completed its report on Area, 
1. Shire of Rosedale. Copies of this report may be purchased for $2.00 each. 

It also stated "submissions are now invited from interested persons or bodies 
in regard to the use of public lands within the area", 
These submissions will be considered by the council when making recommendations 
as to the balanced use of the land. Submissions should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Land “onservation Council, 464 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne and must 

be lodged within 60 days of this notice. The closing date for receipt of sub— 
missions is 26th, February, 1973. , 

Mon bers are requested to send in personal submissions, as this will show 
the council that there is much interest by private persons. Your submission 
should set out your personal views on why these areas should be preserved. 

The Club will be forwarding a submission but this does not prevent individual 
submissions also. 


‘I feel we should ask for all the crovm land in the parish of Holey Plains 
to be reserved to preserve the unique silver sand heathlands there with their 
profusion of flowers. This also has an attraction for tourists and the many 
people resident in the Latrobe Valley. The Tom's Cap area, the Old Port Road 
and the two svamps, Black Swamp and Basin Swamp, should be reserved for histor 
ical reasons as well as for flora and fauna. ‘The land surrounding these arcas 
is very suitable for a reserve for Kangaroos, wallabies, emus and other wild- 
life. 3 

This is the culmination of five years work by Club members and is our last 
chamce to have these areas preserved for us and for future gonergtions. 


Please send in submissions as the Land Conservation Council will be guaded 
to a certain extent by the numbers of private submissions. 


Bon, Thompson. 


ECOLOGY. Address by Mr. B.Nicholson November 1972 


Ecology is the study of the relationship of living things to the environ- 
ment in which they live. Living things include vegetation, from the tallest 
trees dorm to the mosses, fungi and bacteria, and animals of all kinds from 
man to the most primitive amoeba. Environment of the living things is the sum 
total of the factors which affect them,including climate, soil, topography and 
the living things acting on parent rock material over a period of time. 


The relationship of living things to their environment can be wnsidered 
over a large area, eg. the world, or dovm to a very small area, eg. your own 
fish pond. These relationships are referred to as ecosystems. 


Under natural conditions changes in the environment will occur, eg. bush- 
fires, floods, drought, etc. These changes will affect the numbers and condition: 
of the living things without wiping out individual species. Also changes in the 
numbers and condition of the living things will affect the environment, 
For example - without fire at 200 -300 year intervals Mountain Ash forests die 
because conditions in the dense understorey vegetation does not allow germin— 
ation and regrovth. 


contd, pp7. 
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ECOLOGY, contd. Wa anemone areca 
If man destroys a vital feature of the environment then chee balance of. 
the whole ccosystem is upset and living things may not survive — Ants cat 
Mountain Ash seed — fire clears the understorey end decreases the numbers of 
ants and there is sufficient sced for regrowth. 
While clearing only clears the understorey without reducing the ant isfeNgpeU rere 
This overpopulation of ants will destroy great quantities of the sccd, : 


Where it is necessary to destroy natural ecosystems in order to replace 
them by new , more productive ccosystems, the new systems must be kept in bal— 
ance, hore the balance between plants, animals and the environment cannot be 
achieved the system will not continue to be productive. Natural ecosystems in 
Western Gippsland were destroyed to create pastures to carry imported stock. 
In many parts the desired balance between imported plants and animals and the 
environment could not be achieved. The steep country did not allow for easy 
control of vermin, noxious weeds and regrowth of native vegetation; in fact, 
the difficulty of keeping hill farms clear was so great that many farms were 
abandoned, 


Ecologists use the term flora to refer to collections of individual plant 
species and the term vegetation to refer to plant spocies arranged in commun— 
ities. Just as all features of the ecosystem are mutually dependent so are the 
members of a natural plant association. Plant communities are described in terms 
of the dominant species, that is the tallest and most numerous species ( plus 
sometimes the understorey species) ond in terms of the average mature height 
of the dominant species and their density, eg. Mountain Ash tall open forest or 
Forest Red Gum woodland. 


Ecological surveys are carried out by the Land Study Section of the Soil 
Conservation Authority of Victoria and Mr. Nicholson believes that over half of 
the State has already been studied, The objectives are to-describe ecosystems 


as a guide to land use. It is done by examining the main features of the cnvir- 


onment — climate, topography, soil parent material, soil and living things and 
the interrelations between then. ° 


Mr. Nicholson then described how, with the aid of maps, etc., the bound: 
aries of major environmental units — land zones - are decided. He related these 
to Wester Gippsland dividing it by the topography into 3 land zones. 

Land zones are again djyided into smaller sections called land systems. 
Characteristic land forms are affected by the wdorlying parent rock material 
so that land systems boundaries sometimes coincide with geological boundaries. 


At this stage in the study an ecologist would make’a tour.of the major 
roads checking the land zones and (to 2 limited extent) the likely land system 
boundaries; and noting the main differences in the environmental features. 
Land system boundaries are finally determined by stereo examination of air 
photos and field checks. Main environmental features and land use information 
within each land system can be shovm in a concise manner on land system diag- 
roms. Mr. Nicholson displayed some of these diagrans,.. . 
More detailed surveys, within each land system, can be done later if required. 


The surveys are published by the Soil Conservation. cuthority and also 
made available to the Land Conservation “ouncil to aid its advice to the 


Government on use of Crovm Lands in this “Statc. 
contd. pp 8. 
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Ecology contd, 


Mr. Nicholson suggested conservationists. should be primarily interested 
in conserving whole environments, whole ecosystems, rather than individual spe- 
cies; not only because all aspects of the environment are precious but also 
because all are intex-related, It is important that we should know the main plant 
and aninal communities. In genoral the ecosystem is of prinary importance and 
the plant and aninal communities within the ecosysten of greater inportance than 
the individual species. To preserve a rare orchid we nust conserye the doninant 
vegetation above it which provides the environment it needs for survival, 


llr. Nicholson sumnarised by saying " Ecology is the relationship of living 
things to their environment. The relationship is dynanic but, under natural con— 
ditions, is usually stable. Where man destroys a natural ecosysten the new systen 
replacing it must be in bd ance, To achieve this balance he nust understand 
not only his needs for land use but also the capabilities and limitations of the’ 
land to’mect these needs, Hence the value of ecological surveys. 
Finally, an appreciation of the ccology of his ovm area is vital to tho Field 
Naturalist ffon the point of view of conservation and as a proper starting point 
for further studies." : 


Bon. Thompson ue ' 
(from notes supplied by Mr. N;cholson. ) | 


Further notes on Ecology 


The reference in paragraph 4 to the ants and E.regnans seed is clarified further, 


E.regnans often cut in a ycar when no sced fall( they seed only every 
four years and ants normally eat most of the seed but some normally survive). 
In the process of logging out the forests, the undergrowth is cleared( not nec- ; 
essarily burnt), more wind and heat in summer, nore frosts in winter. 
All these onditions prevent regrowth of E.regnans ean& the normal lush under- 
storey which grows later u nder ix. 
However the nicroclinate is very sinilar to that following a catastrophic fire. 
The essential differences are that(mmlike the situation after a fire) ant pop— 
ulations are not reduced but nultiply and gobble up nearly all of the rena. ning 
seed, there is no ash bed rich in nutrients and so no E.regnans regeneration, 


Seem ee a a mn 


Mecting of the Latrobe Valley Naturalists for January will be held in the 
YALLOURN LIBRARY January 19th. This will be a Film Night. 

No supper at this meeting. Fron February we will meet as usual in the Yallourm 
State School. 


Committee Mectings, During this year these meetings will be held on the 
Tuesday before the General Meeting. the only change is January when the necting - 
‘will be held January 23rd. at the home of Miss Galbraith. 
Any menber of the club may attend these nectings if they have eny suggestions, 


The 1973 progran will be ready for the February Mecting, a 
Miss Helen Aston will speak at the mecting February 23rd. and will lead an 
excursion the following day to Sale Connon awed > bed 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. S.Belgraver 
179 LLoyd Street, 
Moe. 3825. 


liectings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURW 


SALE FNC. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K.Newham, — 
PO ep. SO}? 
sale 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr, J.A.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the Ist Friday each month 
at the Grey Street. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: — Mr. J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'gul 21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 3 rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists' Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from_members of all clubs 


slaisl Suede! ‘len Sielelessistetes ele Honorary Editor (Mrs. L. Beabiaelel) 
42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yallourn. 3838, 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs. E.Lubcke, 
122a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 5840. 


i cursions please contact Mr. H.Crane 
If transport is needed on cxcursions p : LE MES OOO , 
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COMING EVENTS 


Meeting: — ——ssss*#Priday February 23rd. pow 
ee ee ae nee Wiss H.Aston " Developing LATS in 
Natural History Seer a and recone, 
in Australia". ; 


Bxoursion: ee Te an : oe Saturday 24th, reba 
Se ee a leet at lake coliaaigta 2) 10 am. zi 


& one B. H.C. 


lootin, t ‘Priday February 16%, 


"Contact Sooretaxy for further dotails. 
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“WHITE ~THROATED NIGHTJAR NESTING AT ROSEDALE 


On a recent excursion in company with Sale Field Naturalists Club, in 
the Rosedale Longford area, a. large party of us were trailing through open dry 
bushland when we flushed a large brown bird whose identity we could only guess 
ate It was Goshavk size but to me it was a complete stranger. 
Fach kind of bird is completely different in its way of rising, its flight, 
its method of weaving through the treetops as it disappears from sight; an 
indefinable difference but a difference none-the-less. So hoping for some clue 
that might lead to definate identity I began to search the ground round the eLOy 
from where it had apparently risen. 


. The grass was thin ond dry with a carpet of fallen gum leaves and twigs 
further complicated by a mottled patterm.of light and shade filtering OU La 
the tree above. A hawk would most likely have been eating something. 

It was some time before the large egg came into focus, big as a bantan's egg, 

a sort of creamy pink shell with light and dark livery spots, if L recall it at 
rightly. A single egg with no attempt at a nest could only belong to one of the 
Nightjars. Later, with the help of Cayley we saw by the description of the egg 
that the bird had been the White—throated Nightjar. A bird, I think, new to us 
all. 


Later research, per Harry Frauca's "Australian Bush Birds" led to pictures 
of the bird on the nest, so beautifully camouflaged as to be almost invisible 
even when the observer knows he is staring at it. As many as three broods may 
be produced, one egg at a time, the incubation period often overlapping, .so 
that a large young and a fresh egg may keep cach other company at the same time. 
The newly hatched chick is soon on its feet and can run quite fast, 

But it manly relies on its protecti¥e coloration and stays put. Both birds share 
incubation duties. 


Like the Podargus or Frognouth (it nests in trees) the Nightjars have a 
snall bill but an enormous gape, the whole head scems to open, and they catch 
flying insect prey on the wing by havking at dusk. As the breeding season lasts 
from September till January approxinately, search should be made in this fast 
vanishing forest for other nesting Nightjars. 

The chicks should be worth seeing. Perhaps another good reason for retaining 
sone portion of this nost interesting habitat. 


EH. Lyndon,. 


VERSE FOR THE SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES. 


All through the day in the heat of the sun, 
With only the flies to torment one. 

The Magpies Carols come floating by, 

Where Skippers of the Svord-grass fly. . 


C.G.L.Goodin 
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* ROCK AROUND THE VALLEY, 


The sheer immensity of the forces of nature are often hidden fron us and it 
is only in tines of catastrophic floods, fires, earthquakes or storms that we 
become suddenly aware of their prescence. Yet the slow and inexorable effects 
of erosion by wind, water, and evon air are, in the long run, far more inport— © 
ant. The land around us is changing the whole time but, because of our short 
life span, we are virtually unaware of the impermanence of our surroundings. 

In just the sane way as a series of photographs of a flower can be speeded up 
to show rapid movenent in growth of the petals, so also could the sane effect 
be created by a series of photographs of the land surface. In nost cases, of 
course, this would be impracticable because naturdl changes in the outlines of 
the surface are generally so slow, in relation to hunan experience, that the 
photographs would be virtually identical. 


Fortunately, it is possible, from an examination of the rocks, to piece 
together past geological events and to reveal a picture of the changes which 
have occured over these vast periods of tine. 


'As.far as the Latrobe Valley is concerned, the picture which energes is 
one of fascinating change. As far back as 400 million years, before the exis—* 


' tence of any land animals, seas extended over the whole region, The seas con— 


tained prinitive shellfish, sea lilies, corals and other organisms which became 
fossilised and preserved within the rocks, “ome of these can be seen, even now 
in limestone alongside the Tyers River. 


Three hundred nillio™ years later the open seas had gone and a huge river 
delta lay over the area. San s and clays which were carried along by yy se Tver 


eventually eee we the bottom of the strenms and later became cemented into 
the rocks of the Strzclecki Ranges. So, if you break open a rock of the South 
Gippsland Hills, then its nore than likely that the last tine the sand grains 


sav the light of day was over 100 million years ago. 


As geological time goes, the Latrobe Valley is a fairly recent feature, 
even’ though it was probably in existence some 60 million years agoe 
Then, as now, it was a wide valley which had been let dovm between the faults 
or breakages in the earlies** rocks. The faults extended deep below the sides 
of the valley and gave ready access to deeper zones withinthe much hotter 
underlying rocks, Some 60 nillion years ago, nolten.lava poured along the 
faults to erupt on the surface in volcanoes, Little wonder that the country 
around Thorpdale is reminiscent of similarly well watered volcanic soils in the 
North Island of New Zealand. 


After the volcanoes had died dovm the flat area of the valley floor becane 
covered with thick forest vegetation. Plants like the Queensland Kauripine, 
the westem Tasmanian Celery Top pine and the local Banksias, grew on these 
swanpy flats, died and fell into the mire. ds they sank slowly into the swanp 
nore trees grew up to replace them and, at the sane tine, the ground slowly 
subsided to keep pace with the accunulation of plant debris. 


Earlier layers of peat begame covered with the leaves, bark, roots and 
woody trunks of a continuing procession of later forests which, in turn, flour— 
ished and then died. The nass of overlying debris weighod dovm on the earlier 
swampy peats compressing then and squeezing out the watery fluids. 


cont. pp 3 
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ROCK AROUND .THE VALLEY, contd. 


In this way the brovm coal seans were built up. Sonetines a river swept 
through the swamps killing the trees and dropping sand and clay over the peat, 
Further cast, meanwhile, rivers were pouring sediment into the seas off the 
present site of Lakes Entrance. 


Drills have now penetrated into these sediments to tap the barge quant- 
ities of gas and oil which are contained in ninute spaces within the iocks. 


With all these continuing events it is easy to lose sight of the fact that 
the Great Dividing Range is a fairly recent addition to the scene, being essent~ 
ially throvm up after the last coal scam was laid down sone 20 million years 
ago. In the long course of tine these nountains together with the rivers, Lakes 
and vegatation will change ond new forms of life will replace the present inhab- 
itants. The environment which we see around us in the Latrobe Valley, or indeed 
anywhere on the face of the globe, is not the end of the line but nerely a stage 
in the continuous process of natural change. 


We nust ask ourselves therefore, can we really afford to ignore the rocks 
around us, for it is these very rocks which provide a key to unlock the changing 
kaleidogcope of events making up the geological history of the Latrobe Valley. 

Dr. Colin Barton, 
regional Geologist S.E.C. 


We thank the editors of the nagazine Contact for permission to reprint the 
article by Dr. Barton. 


MORE SNATLS COLLECTED, 


The shell collected by Mr. Moretti on the Channel Country excursion has 
been identificd as Pygnipanda kershawi, the species we previously found at the 
National Park at Spermvhale Head. 

Ads this species was thought to. extend no further west. than Lakes Entrance, our 
club has helped with the distribution records. 


A snall° pointed snail recently collected by Miss Galbraith and Iliss 
Christensen in the Boola area, was the very wide-spread species Cochliccella 
vontrosa. But a round enpty shell collected on the sane day was a new genus for 
our club. It was a Strangesta species but further identification was not poss- 
ible. It has not before been collected by any of our nenbers. 


Wiss Plant, of the National Museun of Victoria, wishes to thank the club 
for our co-operation in distribution reports and says she thinks the Museun 
will still be welcoming specinens for the next few years. 


Bon Thompsons 
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THE VALLEY WHERE TWO RIVERS RISE... 


On the first day of the 1973 "camp" a courtesy title only since we lived 
very confortably indeed in o ski-lodge ~ six nenbers of the L.V.F.N.C. arrived 
at the Baw Baw Lodge and were made very welcome by our host and hostess Mr, and 
’ Mrs Hutchinson, As well as being a nenber of the ski club Mr. Hutchinson belongs 
to the Warragul F.N.C. 


Without waiting for fellow nenbers — but leaving a nessage foy then, five 
of the six left at 9 an.on Saturday for the valley north of the Baw Baw sumnit 
ridge, acconpanicd by Mr. Hutchinson as far as the sunnit. 


We were anazed to find the pleasant foot track following the creek and the 
snow pole line accompanicd, sonetines engulfed by, a broad cleared track which’ 
gince the butts of all trees and bushes cut have been left several inches high, 
was unconfortable to walk on. Most of the tine we walked in single file up the ~ 
old track, and found nany of the small plants that grew there unspoiled though 
sone lovely associations have gone. Fortunately the vegetation, cut but not 
grubbed, will probably grow again quickly, so so what could develop into an 
eroded swathe along the creck will not be as dangerous or unsightly as we fear 
ed at first. ; 


Fron the summit we followed the Whitelaw track dovm the rocky north face, 
seeing along it nost of thé snall treasures that delight us on the south side, 
and soon were amongst. the sphagnum beds and pools and clear runnels of the 
valley, which is’ broad and relatively level, with a low ridge across it, sone— 
what to the west, forming the water shed between the headwaters of the West: 
Tanjil River and the West branch of the Tyers River. 

The valley was sprinkled with flowers - Richea continentis, Celnisia asteliifolia 
Brachycone scaperiga, Drosera arcturi —.a few yellow stars on Asterolasia 
trgnalioides ,a few willowherbs epacrids etc, but the brighest colour cane fron 
crinson fruits of the Carpet Heath ( Pentachondra -) and the scarlet fruit-stalks 
of Exocarpus nana, less conspicuous were the ved berries and brownish flowers _ 
of Coprosna punilo with their tassels of stamens , or immature fruits - and so 
inconspicuous was the rare plant which was the special goal of this writer that 
we were anazed that Alan Morrison was able to lead us alnost straight to it - 
after having found it on a previous visit. The plant was Coprosna noorei 
Turquoise Coprosma a dense nat of nuch darker nore pointed leaves than those of 
C.punilo dotted with pale blue slightly flattened fruits. 


After it had beén photographed and admired we scattered over the valley, 
finding every yard interesting, drinking fron the clear water of streans which 
join toward the southeast end of the valley to foxm the beginning of the West 
Tyers River. The middle and East Tyers rivers rise near It. Erica and thethree 
join near Tyers Junction to forn the river we know in the Latrobe Valley , near 
its junction with the Latrobe River. 


Ve gathered for lunch near our little nat of Turquoise Coprosma and began 
our leisurely ( and rather warn ) walk hone at 2pn.neeting various fellow 
nenbers on the VOY e — ; 


Joan Galbraith, 
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EXCUPSION MARSHAT. 


Tiere has been discussion 2+ recent committee meetings about the appoint— 
ment of an Excursion Marshal, to save time and to make sure everyone knows what 
is planned. Members will be asked to vote on whether they are in favour of this 
at the next meeting. 

Below are our tentative arrangements, which members need to remember. 

An Excursion Marshal to be appointed from volunteers, for each excursion. 

If possible appointment to be mace in time to appear in that month's..NATURALIST, 

or at latest at the meeting the day before the excursion. 

Excursion Marshal to have a whistle for calling members together, 

Leader to be at head of party, aud <Marshal to have responsibility of delegating 

someone to be the last car. ANS | 
—<——foud toot of car means STOP.) One Whistlé meens Start in 3 minutes. 

wo whistle blasts mean"Come to Tcader". 

Cars to assemble as near as prac‘sicable to excursion, and to leave on time 

(5 minutes grace only for members know to be mming but not arrived). 

Before leaving Marshal to make sure general itinary is known to members, 

Leave written instructions for late comers at an agreed point (announced at 

meeting) and make sure that he knows the area and route himself, 

Morning Lunch ,Afteroon tea etc stops to be announced by Marshal(meals to be 

taken only at these places). wheat 

Toilet stops on long excursions by, 2 horn blasts. 

Last car to have written instructions unless quite sure of route to be followed. 

Cars to travel well apart, at reasonable speed(35 -40 m.p.h.) to remain in same 

order all the way (special circuxstances excepted) in which case to tell last car, 

No car or member to leave party vithout telling the last car, when driving or. 

Marshal when walking. 

Each car to be responsible for tie one behind it at all corners and crossroads. 

THIS IS IMPORTANT, Comers to be marked whers necessary for late comers, 

These rules are not meant to regi nent our exc .rsions which have always been 

informal and friendly, but to ad7 to everyone: comfort and enjoyment. 


ee ee 


" WELTER" BIRDS. 


There has been at Tyers foz a number of years now an Indian Iiyna which has 
an all waite tail and rump. 

Last September and again ir. January a “white" Blue Wren has been seen. 
It has a white head and nape. His tail was turning blue. mae. 
Now I am told of a magpie in my orea which is a light grey and white instead of 
black and white. As yet I have nco% seen it. 
Have any other members ever noticed other "chite" birds ?e 


Heather Christensen. 


— 


Nows from Bendigo F.N.C. | ar. 
The Forest Commission has declarci the Bendigo Whipstick area a Forest Park, 
All Field Nats welcome this annoucement and would hope for more such newsitemse 


re 
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ANT LIONS. . 


~ After the October Bird excursion we wonv back to try to photograph the 
little Thornbill coming out of the nest in tee skull. 
Where we stopped the car there Were a great aumber of little conical pits about © 
3/4. in. to 1 in. across and about 3/4 in decy tapering down to 2 point. 
These were the insect traps of the Ant Lions. Ant Lions are the larva of one of ° 
the Lacewring families. The female lays her eggs in the soil in sandy conditions, 
After the larva hatches out it constructs this typical crater. . 
It then hides in the loose sand in sich a woy that its javs are at the bottom 
of the pit. The Ant Lion was only about 1/4in long, a grey colour similar to the 
sandy soil at Cowvarr and has big jaws that look like claws. 


We watched an ant stumble into the pit ond the larva was unsuccessful in 

grasping its prey so the ant tried to climb out. 
The Ant Lion tossed sand over the ant wmtil it fell to the bottom and thon 
this time the ant lion grabbed the ant by the back leg, : 
However the ant must have been too big as it managed to break the grasp and 
escape. Tho next ant to be caught in the trop was smaller and after the ant lion 
had throvm the sand up on it a couple of times the loose sand caused a iminiat— 
ure land slide bringing the ant back within reach and the ant lion caught it 
and this time pulled it under the loose sand, amet 

Ant Lions extract the body fluid from their victims. 
sagen We spent quite a time fascineted by these insects, 


Bon Thompson. 


FAST GROWING WATTLES. 


My young Acacia cyanophylla has grown 15 in. in three weeks. 

Others may be interested in this, as I find “nere is rather a heck of informat- 
ion on quick grovers in any references. 

This species seems to be a consistently good performer. I know of several 
in different conditions which have astonishei their ovmers. Here its quick 
growth is challenged by an Acacia bitermata which is the same height with four 
months less in the ground, so that its perfoiriance is better, but another 
A. bitemata is growing much more slowly. 


N.T. Rossiter 


eeeterenedl 


__ JANUARY MEETING 1..V.P.N.C. 


January 19th. the meeting was held in the Yallourn Library Activities 
Room. This took the form of a film night in voich several members showed 
slides from various puaces in Australia New Zealand and other countries, 
These slides were all of a natural history interest. 

1 the meeting we were all invited to have supper at the home of 
aesecsunee It was a an night so we all acccpted without delay. 

This was a very nice way to conclude the January meeting when so many are 


i their vacations : 
Tmamiecyou iivs Crane for your kindness, 


ae 
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WATER BIRDS NEAR MAR-OCHYDORE, QUEENSLAND. 
On the, way to Dunithin Rock the views were lovely with acres and acres 


of sugar cane just ready to cut. Some hadstarted cutting and the little trains 
were in the ficlds loaded with bundles of cane like long brow sticks. 


We stopped first at some mud flats amongst mangroves and we saw Eastern 
Curlews for the first time, fishing from a sand bar, also Sooty Oyster-catchers 
and a great flock of Royal Spoonbills with thoir long black spoons for beaks. 
As they fish they waggle their spoons from side to side like beating a cake. 

We also saw Crested Terns, very “raceful, and smaller (13 in)White~fronted 
terns which are also lovely flyers. I saw one turn suddenly upside dovm in 

the air and dive dovm to the wator. They must have marvellous eyes to fish 
under the water. They fly with heads turned down toward the water and beaks 
ready to jab. Then a Little Egrot settled dowm quite close and two white ibis 
and a White-fronted Heron and a Sacred Kingfisher. 

iis we drove on we saw a pair of beautiful Whistling Eagles in the sky. 

Charles had just said they usually sce thom there. He hoped to show us Jabarius 
( the only true cranc in Australia) but they were not there this day. 


May Galbraith 
Irom a Letter. 


BIRD NOTES FROM LEONGATHA, 


4 few months ago there was an angry outcry in this tovm about the activities 
of a pet and pest poisoner in the Housing Commission area, 
Family pets were baited in their pym yards and the stray cat population, dlways 
a problem around the hospital, where they are presumably dumped, was almost 
completely taken care of. But its an ill wind that blows nobody good. 


There has been a noticeable change this spring in the population of the 
smaller birdlife in the park. Hitherto it was mainly the Blackbirds and Gold- 
finches that braved the cats sufficiently to make nests. 

Few of their young survived. 


The Blue Wrens are back, full of confidence, fecding two young and bedding 
them dovm, with imich cooing and cuddling, in the thick Pittosporum that shades 
our back porch, The nest was oventually located across the road in Melaleuca 
micromera, a dense pine-like bush tied together with string to prevent its 
multiple branches falling apart. 


Today we saw the Striated Thormmbills carrying food into an equally dense _ 
Acacia buxifolia. At least, I think these are the Striated varioty, although 
the Brovm Thornbill is very similar, The habitat suggests the latter. ae 
It took some concentrated searching to locate this nest without too much dist- 
urbance of the bush and too much upset to the parent birds. Scrub Wrens have 
moved in and the Cranky Fans are also SEN in a proprieto#ial manner. 

May they too nest in peace. The small Bronze Cuckoos pipe all day from one 
garden or other, awaiting their chance to drop an egg in somewhere. 


E.Lynd ne 
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REPORT OF COMMITEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 23rd.197 


Car St: skers, Miss.“emp reported that we were almost out of supplies. 

There ccens to be sure problens uow with the printing process. This was left 

to Mis. aged and ths printer to overcone. 

It nay oc that future car stickexs Want not have any other neans to% identificat— 
ion exc. spt the .desizi.. 


Excursion. n_to BR Re fuge Jove. It wac decided to have a boat trip to Refuge Cove. 
liz. Mo?.tti. will ar. onge details with Mr. Roberts(boat owner). Suggested tine 

is in ite nonth of larch, nore d.tails later. This excursion will be extra to 
our noi2l monthly cxcursion as “he numbers will be limited to 20 people. 

Also th re.is appro> nately 3 hours travelling each way by boat thus elininating 
sone nc ibers who wouid normally «ttend excursion; 


Special teeting in ‘pril. We wez2 advised that Mr. Beauglehole would be pleased 
to give a talk to L.V. Naturalists. Details later, subject to be "Plant recording 
on Gric. Systen", j 


Index Ec ¢ Naturalis’, Max Thompson has completed the index from the first issue 
up to Dz Soe. 1972: a total of 108 issues. 
The in¢>x will be published sepaxately and will be sold to nenbers wanting sane. 


Excursion Marshal . Theré Was nucli discussion on this subject, and on the rules 
for excursions etc. which will make our excursions enjoyable for 7 All. 


Contact 2g Members. Tiss Christcasen had an idea for nembers to contact each 
other for special nectings, outings etc. when there is no tine for notification 
via the ‘Naturalist". 

A paper to get names and telepho:2 numbers will be at February neeting 5 anybody 
unable %o attend should contact liss Christensen ,Tyers 3844, Phone 918 227. 
This wil enable a roster of nan:s to be dravm up for future occasions. 

NOTE, I: your name i: not receiv. 1 it will be taken for granted you do not wish 
- to be ivcluded. - 


Next Co rittec Meet? g. will be cold February 27th. at the hone of lr. and irs 
Tubcke {22a Helen S°. Morwell. 


Supper ster Febr. vy 25rd. lirs Peterson lirs McElroy. 


Land Co servation Cc rcil Submis .on. 

There wes much discv. sion on thir matter and the need for private individuals to 
subnit “quests to ~ 2 L.C.C. fos the future use of the Rosedale, Holey Hill area 
was enp >sised. 

The Clu. submission 5 now Se eiane Address for submissions Sel og 

THE SEC CTARY, LAND ONSERVATION COUNCIL 464 ST.KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE, 


eee” enema 


Closing Jate is 26t! . February. 

Committ 2 leotings. M the Annual Meeting in. March a notion iin be put forward 
r nen! “Ss to to vote Ne . 

nee in ‘uture, comr ttee meetings be held before the general necting thus 

enablin: the commit’c to attend to correspondence promptly, an in the hope 

that viciting speakcs will be alle to commence their talks on tine. 


‘lub nenbers realise the time vihnich the people who attend 
poe eee ee ae so. that our neetings are not taken up with correspondence 


otc. so that we can wave interes.ing neetings for all members, 


> 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N. ©, 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. S.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 3825. 
llectings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURW 


SALE @.N.C. : 
Honorary secretary: Mrs. K.Newnhan, 


| POG ope SIO, 
Sale 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON H.C. fous 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.A.\/all 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel, T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the Grey Street. State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGIL FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'gul 21563 
Mectings commence at 8.00pm on the 3 rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists' Club. Contributions on any aspoct of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs 


and should be addressed tos Honorary Editor (lirs. L.Padfield) 


42 Strzclecki Road, 
Yallourn. 3838. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs. B.Lubcke, 
{22a Helen Strect, 
orwell. 3840. 


a 


ia onde ions please contact Mr. H.Crane 
If transport is needed on cxcursions p Tel, Yallourn622215, 
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Xx Parc) 


_ MARCH, 1973 


ISSUE No. 111. 


* Protect and enjoy 


Registered at the General Post Office Melbourne for transmission by Post as a Periodical Category B. 


Latrove Valley Naturalist Issue NO.111. March 1973. 


ne a ea eee ee 


COMING EVENTS. 


VWarra, F.N.C. 


lecting : Friday March 16th 
Speakers Miss.B.Kemp " Findhorn Tape" 
ixcursion: Sunday 18th. March. 


Final details at meeting. 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Meotings Friday March 23rd. 
ANNUAL MERTING Members Hight(slides). 

Excursions Saturday March 24th 
ieeting Place: Dumbelk Road and Sth, Gippsland Highway. 

: Leaving at 10,00an, 
Special Excursion: Saturday March 17th. to Refuge Cove. 
liceting Places Welshpool near Jetty at. 7.00 an 
Special Mecting: Friday 6th April at Yalloum State School. 
| . Mir. C.Beauglehole 


ee namEnnnEnaRIREEenemnammnnd 


Traralgon F.M.C. 


Meetings — Friday 6th. April ir, Bob Gaulton 
Fossils and Coal Formation 


Excursion: Open Cut S.B.C, Mowell. 


Conservation Council of Victoria. 


Annual Meoting: _-*Friday March 30th. at the Shell Theatrette 
Bourke and Willian St. Melbourne. 


Warragul F.1.C. April activities. 


_ April 8th. Sunday. ¥ Excursion with Geology group of F.N.C.V, 
lMegting place: - Queen St. Park , Warragul at 11.30am. 
April 13th. Friday Meeting( please note change of date) 
Speakers _ Hrs Lyndon " Westem Australia in Springtime" 


‘Excursion: ©  +—‘To Powelltown area during the weckend. 
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A BRIGADE OF BOTANISTS ON BAW BAW —> (CAMPOUT JANUARY 1 


Six of pur members formed the vanguard of our weekend invasion of the 
Baw Baw Ski Lodge, arriving on Friday Night. They hailed from such diverse place, 
as Melbourne, Tyers, VWulgulmerang ond Portland, so indeed, to mis-quote Banjo 
Patterson - "All the tried and noted botanists from places near and far 
. Had mustered at. the Ski gcces overmienti iy gei ier! 


The rest of us were content tes arrive in detachments on Saturday moming. 
Qur hostess Iirs. Hutchinson welcomed each arrival with biscuits and coffee . 
Mr. and Mrs Hutchinson are members of both the Ski Club and the Warragul Field 
Naturalists, and their interest and ToC contributed greatly to our 
engovmeny of the weekend. 


sth Host of the morning was spent in a rathcr hilarious state of settling in. 
Reasonably intelligent conversation was apt to be interspersed with remarks 
like, " Which bunk do you want"? " Is this our section of the fridge" ? 

" Gee, Hot showers " 3 


Ve were very pleased to see our President and son Tony arrive— if only 
for the day - and we lost no time in contacting our Allies who were already 
ensconced in their individuol lodges, There were approximately 18 members in 
Baimsdale division, 12 in Sale and 25 of our ovm forces.(Re—inforcements of2 
from Warragul arrived on Sunday, one of whom we suspect had been officially 
declared"out of action", but he was determined to join in the fray). 


After lunch we set off for the summit of the mountain, with many a div- 
ersion on the way; and as though it had been a pre-arranged manouvre, who should 
we encounter there but our Valiant Vanguard returning from their days reconnoitre 
over the top! 


Sunday moming, early, eleven men and one latly(brave agri) aoe off in the 
direction of it. “hitelaw, briskly. Sunday afternoon, late, they returned, oe 
not quite so briskly . . » declaring eagerness to do it again — but not tomorrow, 


lirs Hutchinson had suggested that the four clubs might enjoy a get-together 
at the lodge that night, and believe me, we did just that — about. 50 of us all 
happily sharing experiences, boaks and specimens, while also managing to consume 
a hearty supper. 


Orie Monday morning, age two perfect days , the cloud cane Gown over the 
mountain, éncircling us as though wanting to delay, our retreat, but goodbyes 
‘had to be said. 


There was a last walk along the creek for the group searching in the 
swirling mist for a small flower that had been seen the previous day. le 
It was a variety of Byebright found only in the Baw Baws and some of the botan- 
ists wanted a photograph. © Yes, they found it again? 


No need for anyone to ask as we parted, " Djavagoodweegend" 2 


a emmmennenennnsn ananenemmnumnanmmdanemenmmeat 
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SOME BLOWERS AD uD. BW Bay DURING CAMPOUT WEEKEND. 


at 


Despite the dry season there were mmy treasures t be found on Mt Baw Baw 
The Triggers were the usual deep pink we associate with them in the alpine 
country, but many of them had finished flowering. 


The Cascade Everlasting ( Helichrysum aeocndi town) displayed ‘its aa 
white clusters of flowers wherever we went. 


The Alpine Watem=tern ( Blechnum penna-marine ) is a common fern in Alpine 
areas. The Mountain Clubmoss (. Lycopodium fastigiatum ) with its long clubs. 
is another alpine plant that is not uncommon. However the prostrate plant: of 
the Spreading Clubmoss ( Lycopodiun scariosum } found in the sphagnum bogs, 
especially near the lodge, is extremely localized and rare in Victoria, know 
only from the Baw Baw mountains and the Bogong High Plains. 


The third species of Lycopodium on Baw Baw (L Lecekage Aes spores ‘at: the leaf 
bases was also seen, 


The Candle Heath ( Richea continentis ) is a rigid. shrub with sharp - 
pointed leaves. The creamy flowers grow in tall erect spikes and the " petals" 
form a little conical cap which falls off intact to expose the stamens and. 
style. 


_ he Alpine Trachymene ( Trachynene mania ) has a head of small pink and 
white flowers. At Ba ext Bavr’ the short stalk results in the flower being alnost — 
on the ground, 


There were several golden "daisies " flowering. The single flow 
ered Alpine Groundsel ( Senecio pectinatus ) has soft golden petals with a deep 
orange centre and leaves that are noticeably toothed. The Alpine Podolepis 
(Podolepis robusta ) has several flowers on one stalk and the "petals" are div~ 
idod into three at the tips. The bracts on 211 Podolepis flowers are transparent 
The Orange Everlasting (Helichrysum acuminatum ) with its deep orange paper 


like "petals was only in bud, with omy) one or two early flowers north of the 
noain ridge. Se 


The Baw Baw Berry ( Wittsteinia vacciniacea }) had finished flowering and 
the berries were only partially formed, | 


The White Eyebright ( I Euphrasia gibbsise var. subglabrifolia) of which 
we found only a few flowers, is endenic to the Baw Baws. 


Sone of the tiny plants identified were the lovely pale blue Sky Lily 
Herpolirion novae-zelandiae ) found flowering in two places; the Alpine Cherry 
Exocarpus nanus ) with nany delightful red " cherries " and the Carpet Heath 
(_Pentachondra pumila _) forming dense carpets over the mwcks. Its heathlike 
flowers and large red berries were very noua ei 


The Mountain Gentian ( Gentianella diemensis ) is the only representative - 
of this genus in “ustralia although New Zealand has 24 endemic species, 
Its lovely white flowers with fine purple veins were seen everywhere, 


fcontde 


Nes 
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Three orchids to attract our attention wore the Mauve Leek-orchid 
Prasophylilun suttonii — displaying its lovely white and mauve flowers in large 
numbers; the Alpine Leek-orchid ( Prasophyllum alpinum) - but the beautiful 
blue Veined Sun-orchid (Thelymitra venosa ) was quite plentiful in some bogs. 
Many of these Sun-orchids had several flowers on the one stalk and we even 
found a white specinen with blue veins. 


The Snow Daisies ( Celmesia asteliifolia ) with large white flowers and 
silver-backed leaves grew everywhere, They are always part of the alpine scene, 


_ itis not possible to mention every flower we saw, but I hope all present ~ 
had as enjoyable a weekend as we did. 


.Bon Thompson. 


WESTWARD HO! 1972. 


In route for West Australia in mid August 172, with the van on, we slipped 
through quiet Gippsland and sleeping Melbourne on sunday moring to join the | 
madding crowd speeding along the Calder Highway. 


We hoped to make Pinnaroo inside the South Australian border that first 
day but didnt quite make it, due to an unforescen delay along the road. 
i brilliant full moon found us camped on the hot sand of a lignum swamp in a 
wide dry creek bed somewhere beyond Nullawil in the droughty desert of the 
wheat nallce,. It was a well used overnigit stop, judging by the heaps of 
cooking stones and the artifacts of the paleface tribe. And in the davm it was 
silent spring, except for one lone "sweet pretty creature" about 6,30. 
Under the long concrete bridge of the road were hundreds of deserted nests of 
the Bottle Swallow. Our bird list says only four Kookaburras noted in Victoria 
a dozen Kestrels but only two other hawk species. On that cold and brilliantly 
sunny norning we breakfasted just out of Sealake, overlooking Lake Tyrell, 
with Seagulls begging at the door, | 


The road across the Big Desert is certainly good travelling on sound bit- 
‘unen but the plantations of small mixed cucalypts are not anywhere as attract 
ive as’ the vanishing naturally landscaped native mallees. 

Like old world cathedral villages these wheat siding towmships enclose their 
clusters of wheat silos. Instead of used car yards, as in southerm tovms , the 
dumps © ntain heaps of rusting wheat-farm machinery. 

Ve were disnayed to note the numbers of empty shops and the general ghost tovm 
appearance of many of then. A few clumps of low bright wattles and gutter 
errros of yellow twin-leaf or fi reweed; flowers were fet. 


Winter woollens were discarded as we crossed the border and turned north 


for Loxton on the Murray. Here we hadseen wonderful bush , now bashed or burned 
or rolled and regrown, the devastated dunes blowing Like smoke before the wind, 


COD steteteleiete 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist... (4) Issue No.111. March 1 


--.. WESTWARD HO ! 1972. : contd.ee 


Some of these old dunes were so high and so steep that the tough native 
vegetation could scarcely hold the sand. Surely such terrain should never be 
cleared. Iluch later we learned that at Peebinga some of it has been reserved 
as a National Park. Once we passed a pair of lovely Mallee-fowl feeding on 
thew ad verge and later another by itself. In the distance where dense mallee 
still fringed the cultivated strip Emus were out feeding. 

I munted dout 27 scattered in small mobs, Only one rabbit was sighted along 
this desert road stretch, tk Bees 


Loxton was irrigation, grapes and oranges and tipped over peach trees. 
The llurray spreads out hereafter into lakes and lagoons and Pelicans galore. 


The camping ground at Waikerie on that noble river shelters behind a levee 
bank on a reclaimed flat among the reedbeds, and the night—long cries and 
whistles and squawks of the waterfowl were punctuated by the screcches of the 
insommmiac Galahs overhead. In the moming came the big thrill of rolling dorm 
the steep bank on to the ferry; the long views mid stream up and down the river 
with its high cliffs below the ‘substantial towm, the many gay houseboats and 
big wharves. Amusing too, to watch the commuters tearing across the low flats - 
of the opposite shore, horns blaring madly to the ferryman "Hey! wait forus! ", 


We drove around the curve of the Murray thm ugh burgeoning orangeries 
-altermating with saitbush plain to Morgan, beautiful and mellow py reason of 
its old stone buildings. The streets fall sharply over the high river escarp— 
ment to the strip of green lavms and red gums below, 
Ferries ply busily back and forth across the broad river below the towering 
wharves of another era, In all of these river tovms, where the stream—bed lies 
at the battom of a verdant slit in the desert plain, it is distressing to see 
the lush reedbeds and shallow swmps, haven for so many birds, being steadily 
filled with rubbish and topped with soil to make wider flats and parks for a 
greedy people. ‘ 


Most naturalists we know head west through Burra and Orroroo, which route, 
we imagined, must be the promised land of interesting flowers and bush. 
We were to come home that way later and were astonished to find the country as 
bald as the proverbial egg, just bare wheat plains or grass. Perhaps they trav-~ 
elled at night? Now we are advised to avoid this short cut and go through - 
Eudunda. 


Leaving lMicrgan the long straight road cuts across an ancient sea floor, 
the limestone deposits disguised under a thin film of sand. Under cultivation, 
however, the broken chunks of stone come to the surface and present, in this 
dry year at least, a landscape of complete desolation. 

Sometimes the stone is scraped into heaps among the wheat. Road cuttings show 
the more or less unbroken stone below. Ruined stone cottages, long deserted, 
may sometimes look picturesque but hardly lend an air of bustling fertility. 
fn occasional hardy mound of wattle or a stretch of native pines broke the 
‘monotony of the struggling wheat but little really good natural eucalypt 
mallee remains here. 


Gontdasee 


nn 


ut 
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From Eudunda we travelled all day through fat green rolling country 
dotted with prosperous towns, 2 rich and lovely land. Sometimes our outfit. re- 
sembled a tiny white ant crawling across the immensity of wheat plains under 
the inverted saucer of the sky. 


Shady trees being few ond far between in the settled country we pulled 
into an ornamental roadside plantation for lunch, Some of the handsomer West 
Australians were doing excellently, the scedpods of E.forrestiana and E.staoteii, 
being beautifully coloured. Sometimes the road verges were interesting cnd at 
others the double row of phone and power poles ran unadormed for mile after 
mile. Kestrels hovered over the long grass and at a creek crossing we met the 
first small party of Black—tailed Native Hens that be came so plentiful in the 
west. They startled us at first sight by looking exactly like Brovm Leghom 
bantams, ‘~ 

Topards evening the Southern Flinders Range loomed large ahead and we 
passed thrugh the most inviting little towm of Melrose nestled at the foot of 
a hill. The whole place was embowered in enormous red gums on green flats, 
rich, I am sure, in bird life. Very relunctantly I was borne on to hot Wilming- 
ton on the edge of the great Willochra Plain and soon we were climbing through 
HOrrocks' Pass. Here was striking scenery thwugh bald hills and past precip- 
itous gorges, the road falling steeply dovm the western face with dips and humps 
scored by the furrows of innumerable tow bars. Small pockets of these magnif— 
icent gums contrasted with the bare red rockfaces and a few solitary grasstrees 
stood sentinel on the tops. No wonder they are sometimes called Blackboys. 


Below us lay the great rift valley of the South australian gulfs, flat and 
sullen, so that it was hard to tell where the sea.Left off and the saltbush 
plain began. It is all fenced and homesteaded but we poor simple southerners 
marvelled that stock could live on it. Jind so to Port Augusta and the safari- 
haunted caravan park, where tourist buses discharged their tired and dusty 
occupants to overcrowd the amenities and finally lic dorm to sleep on the hot 
hard gravel. 


i. Lyndon. 


liarch excursion. Led by the Brewsters and the Lyndons. ag 

Meet at the familiar place at Meeniyan then to Yanakie via Foster. ’ 

Vie will stop at the roadhouse and again just past it on Shellcot's Road to 
inspect the old sandpits which were reserved last yeare | 

We propose to lunch at Point Tormsend where the Crimson Berry Brows , but dont 
expect the berries will be at their best for another. month, This is at the end 
of Foley's Road which turns left to Comer Inlet a couple of miles past the 
roadhouse. We can allow e couple of hours hereabouts as there is some interest- 


ine heathiond. The rest of the day may be spent on some of the back tracks on 
aaa Nai Yanakie Common but is A aes of ane Nat. Park as long as required. 


Signs can be left at crossroads. Full details at mectinge 


note from irs. Lyndon 


eel 


<< 
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EXCURSION TO SALE. FEBRUARY 244%. 1973. 


“Twenty eight members of L.V.F.N.C. gathered beside Lake Guthridge in Sale 
at 10.am, in fine weather, 
Mrs. G,\/ebb,a member of Sale F.N.C. met us as she was the leader for the day. 
The cars were driven to a sokcted area near the fauna reserve, and there we 
stayed for some time. We were able to observe the many birds on the lake, this 
was mainly due to the lack of water on the Sale Common, 
There were several White Esrets, Swans, Eastern Swamp Hens, Silver Gulls, and 
many others, Altogether 37 species were seen on the lake itself. 
Most of the party went for a walk around the lake and all agreed it was well 
worth the effort. 

After a talkative lunch break we then walked around the fauna park areas 
This area was originally the Botanical Gardens of Sale, so there were many fine 
old trees there,Around the wildlife enclosure we saw Kangaroo, Wallaby, Emu, 
some white rabbits and a few birds. One Koala was in a treenear our lunch area, 


Later in the afternoon we travelled by car to the Sale Common. 
Here we saw three liagpie Geese in a large enclosure, which had been erected by 
‘the Fisheries and Wildlife Department, 


We left the Common and drove along the South Gippsland Highway until the 
' Rosedale turnoff, where we travelled along past the Pine Plantation areas, to 
a large area of Banden serrata and eucalypt area. 

Most people walked along a track (Covered with ants) and 13 more birds were 
recorded there, 


We completed what bad been a most interesting daywith afternoon tea(and 
moxe talk) on the side of the road. 


Mr, Thompson said thankydu to Mrs Webb, on behalf of all present who 
all agreed with his remarks. Everyone then made their ovm way home. 


Rhonda Raven. 


J 


SPECIMEN TABLE February 23rd. 


Banksia serrata , Bnksia caneii. 

Melaleuca sp? 

Eucalyptus calophylla (pale yellow flowers) The Marri. 

Patersonia from Inverloch area. This had a long leaf and wide short flower, 
Herbarium says P.fragilis. Two specimens showing variation ‘ 


Australias only Rhodendron ,R.lochae (Queensland) This was an old plant with 
its first flower. This was a beautiful red flower. 


All the above specimens were brought by Mrs Lyndon. 


A visitor at the February meeting was Mrs Jacka from Warnambool. 
‘We were all pleased to meet someone from another club , when visiting our area. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. 


Nomination form for office, 


I yabelal fey MAGMA 4 45 5 SG 5 ON Db 


Oe oC ee # o ° xs @ ° e . « eoe e © ° e i . 


epO ACH shAkea GR 4 GG oOo DY So 6 


Proposer. . 


Seconder, . 


I hereby agree to accept nomination for the above office in the 


_ THE ANNUAL MEETING OF LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS. CLUB . 
Meeting will be held at Yallourn State School on March 23rd. at 


730 pe 


Nomination Form on this page for use of members. 


Ey ection of Office Bearers. 


2 


e ° 


of this c 


. 
¢ 


lub. 


e e ° se . . ° e . . 


You will be required to nominate for the offices of: 


President 
Vice President. 


Treasurer Mrs Lubcke 


available for reelection, 
Mr.S.Belgraver 


secretary 


Minute Secretary New office 


Mx: Moretti retiring 
available for reelection. 
Mr, Thompson retiring 
available for reelection. 


retiring 


resigned 


° 


Club, 


Remember tg give this matter some thought as the success of your club and its 


activities depends on the elected office bearers. 


Slides for March meeting should be given to Mr Moretti. Approximately 10 slides 


from each member which should give a good cross section of interests, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are due at Annual Meeting. 


Single llember $ 2.50 
Family “embership $ 3.00 
Naturalist only $ 2.00 


Warragul Field Naturalist Club held their Annual Meeting on Febru 


All office bearers were reelected unchanged. 


Moan bers are advised that subscriptions are NOW DUR 


$3200 


ary 16th. 
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REFORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING HELD Feb ruary 27th 1973. 


Resignation of Secretary. Mr Moretti told the meeting that he had received 
notice from Mr Belgraver to this effect. 


Natural History Medallion Decided to support. the nomination of Miss A.Ashby. | 


Minute Secretary, Decided that this new office be brought in, This should help © 
the general Secretary to keep up to date. Also decided that in future the 
minutes be kept in book form. Miss Kemp to organise this, 


Car Stickers. These will be made from permalon ,which is a form of outside 
sticker, overprinted with club name. Cost will be 50 cents in future. 


Notice of lotion for Annual Meeting, That any business for General Meeting 
be presented in the form of a motion before any discussion on the subject. 
Note: ny member is welcome to attend Committee Meetings to discuss any matter. 


Government House Garden Party. 


An invitation for four members to attend this function on March 21st was rece 

eived, Nam es have been sent in, { 
The garden party will provede an opportunity for His Royal Highness The Prince 

Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, to mect representatives of organisations concemed 

with conservation,ecology and the environment. 


Supper Roster March 23rd. Mrs Puckey, Irs, Raven 


Next Committee Meeting will be held Tuesday 27th March at the ae of Mrs.L. 
Padfield. 42 Strzelecki Rd. Yallourn, 


Contacting Iiabers . Miss Christensen has finalised es list of names. 
A copy for all should be ready at uae March Meeting. 


Found at Baw Baw. One white and voller towelling hat. 
Mrs ‘Sterkenburg has this object if anyone has lost it. 


Mr. W.Cane from Maffra gives a garden talk on the Gippsland Regional Station 


.on Saturday morning at 8.15am. ‘ 
ie meee =aee are aisktaleingit ah in this program,which should be of interest 


to naturalists. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 


LATROBE VALLEY F.N. ©, 
Honorary Secretary: Mr, S.Belgraver 
179 Lloyd Street, 
Moe. 3825. 
lleotings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURW 


SALE #.H.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K.Newnhan, 
BO RDO xD OP, 
Sale 3850. Tel. Sale 441406 


Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.A. Rooms, Macarthur Street, SALE. 


TRARALGON @,N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.A.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist Friday each month © 
at the Grey Street. State School, TRARALGON. 


a 


WARRAGUL FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. J.Brooks 
_ .3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'gul 21563 
Mectings commence at 8,00pm on the 3 rd. Friday each month 
at the Albert St. State School, WARRAGUL. 


— 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Ficld Naturalists! Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members _of_all clubs 
EAE GINOUIG Ine) SESE! We Honorary Editor (iirs. L.Padfield) 

42 Strzelecki Road, 

Yallourn. 5838 » 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs, E.Lubcke, 
122a Helén Street, 
Morwell. 3840. 
ee 


If transport is nocded on excursions please contact Mr. H.Crane 


Tel. Yallourn622215, 
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GOODBYE AND WELCOLME. 

Mr. Belgraver has retired from the position of Hon Secretary after ten 
years of service to the club. He took on the work — to the great relief of 
all members — after a period when we had no permanent secretary for some time, 
lirs.Foisst ,our first secretary who did such good work, had had to retire, 
and after.months when the club's records, if kept at all, were in confusion 
he had a heavy task in getting all into order. 


The confusion of records was not something for which we blane our several 
temporary secretaries. They had abundant good will( othervise they vould hot 
have attempted to fill the gap), but they were simply too busy with other 
committments to do the work. 


With sighs of relief we found that in lir.Belgraver we had a secretary 
who knew what to do and did it well, ; 
As our president said when the secretary apologised for his abscence through 
illness from a lecture on The Duties of a secretary - "It didn't matter, — 
After we heard it we agreed that you do everything in the right way anyway", 


Unfortunately that illhealth which has troubled ir Belgraver since his 
years aS a prisoner of war has becone worse. 

We regret very much indeed that as a result his work has been too nuch of :. 
a strain for sone time, and hope that now without the exacting secretarial 
duties, he gpg lirs. Belgraver will be able to enjoy club outings and at least 
sone nectings, as he has been unable to do lately. 


Vie are very fortunate in that our friend lirs. Peterson, so much a part 
of the club for years, has agreed to undertake the work of Hon.Secretary, 
and Iiiss Kenp that of liinute Secretary, and so we say to lir. Belgraver 
" Goodbye "( as Hon.Secretary - not as e member ) "and thankyou", 


And to lirs Peterson and iliss Kenp "Welcome and thankyou also",: 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION. 

At the necting of Field Naturalist Clubs in Shepparton Saturday 10th March 
it was agreed that an association be formed. Until this time there had not been 
a. definate association, 

The next Convention would be held.on Labour Weekend 1974 at Stawell. 


Representatives for the South East are Tir. Lyndon 
_ Hr. £.V.Barton rach 
lirs Lyndon (energency) 


Iirs Lyndon has agreed to act as Secretary until someone can be found to do this 
work. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist (2) Issue No.112. April 1973 


Address by Miss Helen Aston February 23rd_1973 


Ball. Developing trends in Natural History recording and-observing in Australia" 
was, the title of Miss.Aston's address,: Miss Aston SPHAICE the subject. from. 
the amateur's vicwpoint. 


In the early days of Tictorien development HiSlogical clubs were: formed, 
which went out as groups and individuals to observe an area, Iliss Aston read 
an extract from an 1894 "Victorian Neturalist" relating to a. trip to Norther 
Queensland and showed the lengthy descriptive text then used to record observ= 
ations. The relative biological information was scattered amongst lengthy 
descriptions of scenery or what happened to the people. This made an intercst- 
ing account but resulted in a great deal of reading in order to extract any 
natural history records, . 


Today the recording of biological information is. often a simple mince 
ative listing of species. The descriptive articles are separate, thus allow 
ing for information to be readily obtained. 


Today Field Naturalists are increasingly concerned with conducting purp- 
oseful surveys and with developing survey methods, including methods which 
result in quantitative assessments. The questioning approach to the purpose 
of observing and recording has two facets. What is the value of the information 
gained? How is it used ? Many people today want to know more about the Natural 
History of our country and are inte rested in gaining the knowledge. 

The use of this knowledge is directed toviards conservation and further ecolog- 
ical studies e.g. the basic need to ascertain our biologigal resources. 


! In the Victorian Naturalist Oct.1970 lir Pescott wrote an article 
Ue ih Biological Survey of Victoria a" describing the immediate necessity for such 
a survey, the mothod and its uses, A geological survey of Victoria was instig- 
ated by the Government in 1852 ; but no comparable biological survey has ever 
been conducted. 


Amateurs will have to play a greater part in these surveys in the future 
as there are not sufficient qualified personel to do all the field work. 

Te lack of basic data was evident when the Land Conservation Gouncil started 
its surveys of given areas in Victoria, ..°- 2 


The types of surveys are the study of individual species and the study of 
an area. The area study would include everything as far as knowledge permits — 
distribution of all species — plant, animal,birds, etc. and grid mapping on 
an area basis on the prescence or absence of species, 

Keynotes to a survéy are firstly planning ond designing the survey to fit | 
the purpose and then co-ordinating the efforts of individuals, 

Miss iston then covered surveys that have been carried out or are in prog- 
ress in various fields of Natural History. 

Bird surveys were divided into four categories to show how people can obtain 
useful information by working either as individuals or as part of a co—ordin- 
ated grgup. 

AN Individual people working on a localised area e.g. life history of 

Pilot Bird and Spurwing Plover. 


Contdescce 


an 
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Address by Miss Helen uiston Contdoes 


2% Groups of from 4 —- 12 really keen people working on the same survey 


Coe Life History of the Fairy penguin; the Lyrebird in §herbrooke Forest; 
altona survey (for 10 years on the Silver Gull and another 5 years on all 
species) Wester Port area survey; ecological approach at Yellingbo to the 
Helmeted Honeyeater. . 


3. A small cmtral enthusiastic group with a widespread net of individuals ; 
who provide additional information e.g. Flame Robin and Wedge—tail Eagle 
surveys. 


4, Really co-ordinated activity for individuals scattered throughout Jiustralia 
_@.g. B.O.C. Swift survey and the R.A.O.U. nest record cards, 


Miss Aston, then described the Grid Mapping of plant distribution within 
Viotoria, shoving maps and explaining how the State was divided into 24 grids 
according to longitude and Latidude and then each large grid divided into 54 
small grids. Hach small grid is bounded by 10 minutes of latidude and longitude, 
Wien surveys are completed and regularly checked ,the maps can then show clearly 
any change of distribution and enable professionals to pick up danger points 
where species are receding and scientists can then investigate the reason for 
the danger. Much of the information for the grid mapping will have to come 
from skilled amateurs. Dr. Smith's survey of Non-marine Mollusca is being 
carricd out on the grid pattem. Frog surveys are also being recorded on the 
grid system. In " Victorian Naturalist " November 1971 January 1972 there are 
accounts of how mammal survey tcams are working and recording in a quantitative 
manner, Hopefully these surveys will enable the extraction of information on 
which area should be best set aside to preserve a specific mammal. 

The detail included allows for the analytical approach and gives the . acolog- 
ical information needed. ; 


Miss Aston concluded by saying that the tzend amongst members of most 
Natural History Clubs today is to observe and record with a definate purpose 
in mind. Amateurs have an important part to play in helping to collect inform 
ation needed for understanding the distribution and requircnonts of plant and 
animal specics. 


Bon Thompson. 


. 
ne em ecm em ee amas se 


On “unday 4th March I was fortunate to catch two perfect specimens of the 
Papilio anactus, the Dingy Swallow tail butterfly. 
According to .ustralian Butterflies by Common ,Page 40 it ranges from Caims 
to Victoria and South Australia. a 2 
Larva with short spines, blackish with orange spots. feeds on citrus. 

The butterfly itself is beautifully patterned in black and white with about 
five orange spots on the tail. 
I caught it feeding on the: buddlia. 


Nancy Brooks. 
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THE CLASSIFICATION OF ROCKS. 


Vinether we are bushwalking or just strolling down our well paved street, 
driving through the countryside or in the heart of a city, we are faced freq- 
-uently by'a large variety of rocks about us. Many of us pick up a sample here 
and there, even keep them in an ever growing collection, yet so often must admit 
o being unable to identify them or describe their formation. - 
t is hoped that this article will provide a means of filling such gaps for the 
observer or collector, " 


Basically all rocks fall into two major groups:. 

ic IGNEOUS - that is rocks formed from molten material, 

Bae FPRAGHENTARY — a very large group, formed in a large variety of ways, 
from pre existing rocks, 

IGNEOUS ROCKS 


These are subdivided firstly into thxee groups according to how the molten 
material (magma). cooled. 


If the magna pushed up into the earth's crust but did not break through 
to the surface, the overlying rock layers act like a blanket, causing the magma 
to cool slowly. This allows the formation of large crystals as seen in granite. , 
Such rock is called PLUTONIC ( after Pluto, the God of the underworld!) 


If the magma vushed out along cracks in the overlying rock to form thin 
(but again insulated) sheets, the hot mass would cool more quickly with the 
formation of many very small crystals, but cooling would still be slow enough 
for some large crystals also to form, 
This mixture of large and small crystals is typical of porphyries, 
Such rocks are called HYPERBYSSAL, 


If the magna pushed through to the surface, a volcano would be formed and 
the hot material, now called LAVA, cools rapidly allowing only very small cry-— 
stals to form, as in Basalt. Such rocks are called VOLCANIC . 


The igneous rocks are then further subdivided according to the minerals 
contained in the rock, 

_ The igncous rocks are made up of varying amounts of quartz, felspars and 
dark-—coloured complex silicates. A rock with a large content of quartz is said 
to be ACIDIC 3 the less quartz contained, the more BASIC (or less acidic) it is 
in acidic rock is usually light coloured because the large content of quatrz 
allows only a small content of dark silicates. 

Conversely basic rocks are generally dark coloured, 


The folspars are also a complex set of silicates, but fall into two types: 
aj ORTHOCLASE, a potassium silicate with a monoclinic crystal, and 
b)  PLAGIOCLASE, a series of calcium and sodium silicates with triclinic crysta 


- Igneous rocks are divided then according to whether they are ACIDIC or 
BASIC and also whether they contain more ORTHOCLASE thanPLAGIOCLASE or vice, 
versa. - Thus for example, granite is an acid rock, with more orthoclase than 
plagioclase. Granodiorite however, although similar to granite in other res-— 
pects, has more plagioclase than orthoclase. 


contd...pp 5 
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THE CLASSIFICATION OF ROCKS contd. 


These subdivisions are summarized in Table 1. below together with a list 
of rocks which fall into each category. «lthough some of the differences 
between these rocks can only be detected with difficulty( eg. through micro- 
scopic examination of the minerals contained) the table does provide a useful 
classification. systen. The system works as follows:— 


Rock Specimeni. Observations Inference 
; Light coloured, quartz visible weed rock 
large crystals. oie plutontc 


es even without determining which felspar is more abundant it can be concluded 
rock specimen 1. is possibly granite or granodiorite, 


or Rock Specinmen2, Observations Inference 
dark colour, no quartz visible basic 
fine texture,no large crystals. volcanic 


In this case the rock is probably basalt. 


The use of this table then at lcast allows one to caterorize 2 rock sanple 
into a small and confined group. A study of 2 geological nap of the collection 
area Will then often indicate which rock from the group is the nost likely. 


FRAGMENTARY ROCKS, 
Most rocks of this highly varied group fall into two major categorics: 


first the well knowm SEDIMENTARY rocks, and socondly the CHANGED rocks 
{ commonly called netamorhpic rocks) 


1. SEDIMENTARY ROCKS. 
These are subdivided into groups on the basis of the size or source of 


their particles, and their nethod of formation. thus we find names such as 
a) AREIMACHOUS - that is, formed from coarse particles like pebbles, gravel 


or sand. 
b) ARGILLACEOUS - that is, formed fron fine particles like clay, mud or silt. 
c) ORGANIC - formed from the remains of living organisns. 


Such rocks cen be CaRBONACEOUS, or rich in carbon, like peat, coal, oil 
‘ete. or, CALCAREOUS, that es rich in Calciun, like limestines nade up 
of shells, 
ad) CHEMICALLY DEPOSITED : sie sedinentary rocks can be 
siliceous, rich in silica ( flint, chirt) 
Calcarecous, rich in calcium ( limestones) 
Yorruginous, rich in iron (ironstones) 
2.CHANGED ROCKS 
These are subdivided into two major ZrOupSé. 
a) METAMORPHIC (neaning 'changed form'): these are the rocks changed by the 
influence of heat and or pre:sure. This can occur on a local scale produc- - 
ing CONTACT METAMORPHISM, such as in rocks surrounding a magna mass, or. 
under'a lava flow, or on a.very large scale producing REGIOINAL LIETALOR — 
PHISH, as when massive pressures and heat develop in a large stross area, 


lin. R.Hallett 


This article will be concluded in the Moy issue of L.V.Naturalist 
The tables referred to will also be publ ished then. Ed. 
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EXCURSION TO POTN? TOWNSEND, °° ~—°«s” 24th “March 1973. 


First. stop for the excursion-of-22 people was’ just out of Foster where 
Mr Austin and 2 Warragul Club members were met, ‘The star for the day was the 
15 to 18 month old Koala Mr, Austin and family are caring for. 
Mz. Austin led the cxcursion onto a private property where the ovmers are taking 
part in the Cape Barren Geese project conducted by the Fisheries and Wildlife 
Department. The Geese breed on the «ffshore islands — Glennie and Anser. 
The young birds. come ashore first, followed later by the older birds after they 
have moulted. The Geese have been cei ashore near Foster for abouti0 years. 
At first there were only‘a'few pairs; but 3 or 4 years ago a flock selected 
one paddock of 30 to 40 acres of peeaeraai after haynaking destroyed the feed 
and water needed by the farmer for his lambs. ke 
The Department of Fisheries & Wildlife were approached and in an endeavour to 
- split the flock, three pens with a pair of apinton birds in each were constructed 
on different farms, It is hoped that these birds would breed. The young birds 
were allowed to join the wild flock in the Shen that they would bring some of 
the wild birds to the different farms. The pinion birds had bred and tvo young 
birds were reported to be loose on the farm. The pinion birds were haere but 
did not appreciate so many visitors. 


lir. Moretti thanked lir Austin for leading us and supplying all the 
informetion. 

Next stop was a private garden at Yanakie to show how native vegetation: 
of an area can be successfully replanted after clearing to prov. de windbreaks 
and shelter, 


Lunch was at Point Tovmsend at the end of Foley's Road. After lunch 
nenbers walked, scrambled and paddled along the coastline and a census of plants 
and birds was compiled for the use of the Caravan Park Attendants - a couple 
from Bendigo who live at the Park during the summer months. 

Fifteen species of birds were identifiedans approx.70 plant species. 

The return along the beach was more difficult as the tide had come in quite 
_Some distance, Many sea urchin"shells" wore collected and a number of species 
of marine molluses. -it is also feit that sone local gardens will benefit from 
the visit. 

Hr Moretti. expressed anne s feelings when he thanked Ir, and lirs, 
Lyndon for another successful excursion +o South Gippsland. 


Bon, Thonpson. 


Specinen Table March 23rd.1973. 

. Cyathoes juniperina fron Yanakie ee 

Casuarina pusilla (She-Oak) flowers, Euc.alpina (Grampians Gun) 

Grevillea barclayana (park grovm) 

A species of Lepiota?, These ane usualiy considered edible! this one could be 
L.varcina or L.excoriata, ; 

Note. The editor can vouch for the edibility: of Lerhacodes only, these are a 
nost- delicious fungi to eat, much nicer than the Myshroon. 


Sline Tlould Diactea spores with nicroscope to view the spores more closely. 
The question asked was ' Is it an aninal or a plant’. 
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THE BOAT TRIP TO REFUGE COVE. 


Saturday March 17th was a beautiful day and twentyfour members and friends 
assenbled at Welshpool at 7.00an, We had all left our various hones at early ~ 
Hours fron 5.00am onwards. Driving through the hill at such a tine was very 
pleasant, as we could see the beautiful sunrise and the light on the trees. 
Many agreed that we should see these things more often. 


On arrivel at Welshpool the business of breakfast for some, cups of tea 
etc for others and general preparation for the trip wenton. 
Soon we were all aboard the boat ovmed by liz, Roberts so we were in his capable 
hands from then, There was some uncertainty as to the exact destination for 
the day as the weather forccasts were not favourable. But we would wait and see. 
As we went along the shipping lane end into open water , the boat continued 
southwards much to our delight as we were heading for Refuge Cove. 


_ The water was. calm and a beautiful blue colour. We endeavoured to pick 
out the landmarks as we travelled along. Ur. Brewster had a map which helped 
us to know exactly where we were at all tines. Mr Sterkenburg had made a snaller 
nap which we consulted at various tines. 


We sav nany water birds but positive identification of all was not possible. 
There were the Black Swans, Cormorants , various Gulls and Tems. 
Shearvaters were rising fron the water, and another creature yet to be knovm 
was swinning end diving in the water. Perhaps a penguin ? or seal? we could 
not get ‘a good close look at +t. 


The boat was naking a detour and we wondered why, it was to approach 
closer to sone Dolphins which were diving ana playing in the water. 
It was lovely to see these graceful creatures at such close range. Most people 
said this was the highlight of the trip. 


Ye continued along the coastline all the tine looking at the rocks or 
the beaches and the coastal vegetation. We could see the remnants of once large 
BlackwoodForests which had been destroyed by previous bushfires. 

The skeletons of these trees always nakes us sad , as it takes so long for 
a forest to grow ond so little is needed to destroy it. 


There wns 3 nile beach , 5 mile beach ond Sealers Cove and the next one 
was REFUGE COVE. We had not noticed the hours slipping by as there was so nuch 
to keep our attention. We were landed fron the dinghy which had bobbed along 
behind us 211 the way. Refuge Cove was a beautiful place with a small beach 
of golden sand and such blue water, The Granite rocks around the water had 
been painted with names of ships, and this distressed many of us. 

Others found it not so disturbing as the whole arca was so beautiful it did 
no detract fron it. 


After lunch which we haa under the shade of Banksia Trees, there was a 
general foeling that we should explore the areas.) 
The Beard Heath, Grass Trees, Teatree, Conebush Kunzca were easy to identify. 
Many other plants were seen. Correa, Bauera, Pink heath were in flower. 
Various fungi of all colours and sizes wore along the tracks as we walked.. — 
All too soon we were asserbled on the beach ready for the honeward journcy. 
Wo all agreed that the day was woll worth it, and we would have nore trips 
of this kind whenever possible. ; 

Lorna Padficld. 


Soret 
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REPORT. OF -BUSINESS MEETING HELD MARCH 27th 1973. 


Petersons Lookout. Notice was received to the effect that the place nameg 
committee had published in the Government Gazette the location of the lookout, 


Conservation Council of Victoria, Decided that we shovld retain membership of 
this organisation , Subscription $10.00 has been paid. 


Tasventure Tours. There are vacancies of tours of Cradle IMountain and others 
in the month of May. Contact Secretary if you wish further information, 


Business SS als os After much discussjon at the Annual Meeting it was moved 
that these mectings should be held on the Tuesday preceding the general meeting, 
Some pcople felt that these meetings would be better held in a public room 
instead of private homes as at present. 

rom the May business meeting and 3 months afterwards these meetings will be 
held at the YALLOCUPN STATE SCHOOL. All members welcome at these meetings. 

If these meetings are not supported by members the practice of holding them 

in private homes will become the practice once again. 


Car wor SULCEIS After ea suggestion that the car stickers could be more conspicuous 
cich as a brig ghiter colour etc. it was decided to leave the style and colour 
pte ae There are thousands of these stickers now in circulation. These would 
all be obselete if we changed the design or colour. 


Belephone Link, ALL people concerned have now a list of their contacts. 
There has been a try out which was successful. The message at the end was 
actually the same as when it started, 


Letterhead fox official correspondence was discussed. 


Decided that this was a desirable thing for the club. Quotes to be obtained 
from printers, : 


Supper Hostess . Is there anybody prepared to look after the tea, sugar, milk 
and biscuits for the supper at the general meetings. If so please contact the 
Secretary. 


rogram Change. . May 25th, Practical night using key on ferns. 
May 26th. Excursion to lem areas. 
July 27th. Mr J,Harrison"Petrology " 
\ Rocks used in road making. 
July 28th, Excursion to Yallourm North Quarries.. 
supper Roster April 27th. Mrs.Wall . Mrs. Padfield 


Next Busincss Meeting will be held on Tuesday 24th April at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs Melilroy 35 ‘Latrobe Road liorwell. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  ..SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Subscriptions are NOW DUN and payable to the Treasurer. 
Single Member 2.50 
Family Member $°3.00 
Naturalist 2.00 


Your attention to this matter would be appreciated. 


> o = 


~ 


‘Ss 


ie 
Sty 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT, 


We have had another very successful year,excursions have been well attended 


Tyo SEE EY a canp in at lit Baw Baw and a very energetic excursion to the 
Channel Country; ve have joined other clubs on excursions to Billy Goat bend, 
Moonlight Creck and a film night at Traralgon. 


Our meetings have averaged thirty menbers and as nany as ten visitors. 


The maabers have spent considcrable tine in assessing the crovm lands 
at Rosedale for the Land Conservation Council . This work has been well rec- 
cived by interested parties who have supported us with their many submissions 
to the Council. 


Early in the year a ceim was ecrected in menory of Jim Peterson, 
I would like to especially thank lir. Keith Lambert for the organisation and 
work he put into this project. 


The loyal support of office bearers and members has been responsible 
for a successful year. Special thanks must go to those devoted members who are 
responsible for the continuing production and distribution of the Naturalist. 


Ve regret that after ten years in office our Secretary's health will 
not pormit him to continue, and I thank him sincerely on behalf of the club 
for his devoted service over this long period. 


T Moretti. 
President L.V.F.N.C. 


OFTICE BEARERS ELECTED AT ANNUAL MERTING, 


President Mir. T.Moretti 
Vice President tir. O.Thompson 
Secretary lirs.I.Peterson 
Treasurer lirs J.Iybcke 
Minute Secretary - Tliss.B.Kemp 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB BALANCE SHEET 1972 — 1973. 


Summary of Cash Receinis. 


Balance as at 1--3+72 $ 64.62 
Bank Interest 4.52 
Subscriptions * Mcombership 47.25. 


Magevine 205.00 
Sale of Books 24.49 


Donations 6.15 
Photoflora < : 710 30 
Baw Baw Ski Lodge Bockings 66.00 
Duplicating for Car Stickers 25.00 


9 515053 


Subscxiptions include payments in advance of $ 28.00 


Summary of Payments. 


* Subseriptions } $ 30.00 


Donations 5-00 

Publicity expenses : 5.60 

Photoflora " 55. 1D 

Mreasurers:. Uo . hake B49 

Books a ee ee 12.00 

Baw Baw Ski Lodgs Bookings” ~~ sas 66.00 
(ay 


Badges 6.72 
Naturalist Marazine 146.11 
Balance on hand 20.~2-75 : —™ 182.66" 


$ 5135.53 
* Subseriptions invlude payments in advance of $ 15.00 
Audited and found correct by Mr. R.Ebbott Yinnar. 


A 


‘Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorery Secretary: Mrs.I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Mowvell 3840. Tel Mtl] 42129. 
General Ieetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YiLLOURN 


SALE FLUC, 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs, K.Newnhan, 
P.0.Box 502, 
Sale 3850. Tel.Sale 441406 
Meotings commence at 8.00pm. on the ist Friday each nonth 
at the C.W..A.Rooms, Macarthur Street, Sulu. 


TRARALGON F.W.C. 
Honorary Secretary: lin. J osi.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
licetings conmencenat 8.00pm. on the Ist Friday cach month 
at the Grey Street State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.11.C. , Aaah i Ps 
Moi h a iS ° by « 
lonorary Secretary Urabe St ecot, 


r, Warragul, 3820. Tel. Wtgul 21563 
ileotings cornmence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd Friday each month 
at the Albert Street State School, WiRRAGUL. 


The LiATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Club, Contributions on any asoect of 
Natural History are invited from_members of all clubs 
SRE SENSIS TD) EASIEST Wels Honorary Bditor(lirs.L-Padfield) 
42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yalloum, 3358. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
lirs. E.lubcke, 
{22a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 3840. 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs.H.Crane 
Pel. Yallourn 622215 
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COMING EVENTS 


Traralgon ete NGs 


ieetings _—ss«* Friday 4g% June 
Speaker: , Miss Jean Gal braith 

es "Tasmanian Wild Flowers" 
Excursion: — Glengarry North, Contact Secretayy 


, se stop details. 


| Warragul F.N.C. 


Meeting: | j Friday 48th. May At iiillers Factory 
ss: Sutton Street Warragul. 


ibaa ies - Dowling will show his aoiede 
_ Movie SRL. 


iDydell aushuoyaiy ea. ee ee Sunday 20th May. Contact per ceety, 
ae ee oe gore 


Soe ee easy or ee ee 
net" Fotaee ere Practical night using Key “iy a 
Ba ee ee Mr. and Irs, Thompson — 
Excursion: ar tees _ Saturday May 26th, 

eas nar oe et & Fern areas (Bulga Park) 

“Meeting Places. sjumen i =a. eee see pence 
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REVIEW A HANDBOOK TO THM PLANTS OF VICTORTA Janes Hamelyn Willis. 


Botanists all over Australia and in other countries, but especially in Victoria 
have wai ted eagerly for Vol.2 (Dicotyledons) of Mr. Willis's HANDBOOK , 

Mr Willis was, until last year, -ssistant Government Batanist of Victoria. 

No one else could have written the 2 volumes of this book, scholarly and com- 
prehensive, and the fruit of wide and accurate knowledge of the over 3300 
species ( including naturalised introductions) of Victorian plants and ferns. 


It is not a "popular"book like the beautifully illustrated FLOWERS AND 
PLANTS OF VICTORIA which deals with just over 500 species , and of which . 
Mr. Willis was co-author, but, for anyone prepared to follow a botanical key 
with patience and care, the two volumes of this HANDBOOK form the most val- 
uable book yet written dealing with Victorian plants, or likely to be written 
in this generation. It is a Key — not a fully descriptive Flora. 
It gives the distinctive characters, casily seon where casi ly seen directions 
exist, though necessarily microscopic in some cases, of all known Victorian 
plants, fers, and fern- allies, 


At the same time many illuminating footnotes make it much more than a key 
This writer finds these notes ( following the distribution in many species) 
a source of endless interest and help. 


The second volume was published under two months ago, and already we who 
use it wonder how we managed without it - even those of us who have the rare 
Evart's Flora which, in spite of its weaknesses, was very useful indecd. 


It must be recognised that those who are unused to using botanical Keys 
will find the work difficult to use, At times even experienced botanists may 
do so, not because of any failing in the book but because of difficulties 
inherent in the plants themselves, . 


In. one sense it is the result of 30 years of exacting work, but more 
truly it is a fruit of a lifetime of plant study. We who know something of what 
the work entailed salute the author who has just completed it, though perhaps 
he alone knows all the work and sacrifice it has involved. 
One regrets that his friend the late J.M.Black, whose Flora of South .ustralia 
is so much valucd by botanists in other states as well as in his ow, did not 
to congratulate the author on this. 

Such congratulations would be much more appropriate than those of any lesser 
lights such as the present writer, 


Jean Galbrai the 
aaa a 


The tiny snails collected by Heather Christensen at Lake Guthridge on 
our excursion thore in February have been identified by the Museum as - 
Tsadorella newcombi. This is the first time this species of snail has been 
collected for our club records. pet 


ie eae ie Bon, Thompson. 


anneal 
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BOTANICAL RECORDING ON GRID MAPPING SYSTEM. 


SSE ee SE Address by Mr. C.Beauglehole 6th. April 
lr, .Beauglcholes address dealt with aspects of botanical w rk on the grid 
napping systen. There was a severe lack of information of distribution of the. 
flora of the State and this information is necessary when considering areas 
for conservation. 


As much of the land of East Gippsland has not yet been allocated for 
various uses, there is a great opportunity for conservation. 


lin, Beauglehole showed slides which illustrated many maps of East Gipps- 
land. ~he maps showed the large grids of the grid system and how these are ~ 
divided:into 54 smaller grids. There are 84 minor grids in E.Gippsland.. 
Each complete minor grid is 100 squere miles but some near the border are 
incomplete, being cut by the border. 
A few years ago Mr. Willis listed 1,435 native vascular plants in this area, 
and with the additions over the last 3 to 4 years, the list is now nearer 
1600 species. Of these 200 —250 species of plants grow no further west, 200- 
250 species are of rare distribution in the rest of Victoria; but, are they 
preserved in reserves or National Parks? 


Abundance of species is now included in distribution lists and it is 
also necessary.to indicate if the plants grow on private property or Crovm Land 


lir. Beauglchole then dealt with present and proposed National Parks in 
East Gippsland, The acreage of the National Parks are as follows:- 
Gienadalé 400 acres, The Lakes 5,238 acres, Lind 2,882 acres, Captain Cook 
6,700 acres, Alfred 5,406 acres, Wingan Inlet 4,730 acres, Mallacoota Inlet 
. 11,225 acres making a total of 36, 581 acres against the 4 million acres of 
East Gippsland, (‘Sir Henry Bolte vromised that 5% of Victoria would finally 
be preserved to cover all aspects of conservation and 5% of 4nillion is 200,000) 
The proposed extensions to Caytain Cook National Park and which will include 
Captain Cook and Wingan Inlet National Parks would encompass 135,000 acres. 
There is also much research needed on the best nanagenent of National Parks 
to enable the public to en-joy then and yet pzeserve the environment, ° 
Slides then showed naps of the proposed National Parks of the Alpine,which will 
include the Cobberas and Snowy River areas. Lists of these areas have been 
conpiled in tke grid system and Mr, Beauglehole explained how the naps are 
marked to show the areas covered by the many lists. 


Ultinately he hopes to show the distribution of cach species of plant 
in East Gippsland on grid maps — one map to each species. The value of these 
naps can be easily seen. These naps will have to be kept up to date as native 
species are spreading by neans of stock, vehicles, people, etc... and it is not 
possible to ever complete the over changing distribution of the flora. 

In the present and proposed National Parks of Hast Gippsland at least 1300 of 
the 1590 specics could be preserved. : 


liz. Beauglehole then showed ‘slides of rare orchids and other flora of 
his surveys. He told the history of the discovery and identification of 
Pterostylis aestiva, a Greenhood named carly this year, and pointed out the 
najor differences between it and the sinilar species Pterostylis decurva, 


contdeoe 
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BOTANTCAL RECORDING ON GRID MAPPING SYSTEM, contdee 


Ptorostylis laxa was believed endemic to N.S.W. but has been located in several 
areas of East Gippsland. Seven Greenhoods grew in cloge association, oe Dane 
at the sanc tine, at Mt. Hamilton and a few other arcas, 

Pterostylis coccinea was another Greenioed new to Victoria; but it is of nore 
linited distribution in this State. A Corybas, new to science, flowering carly 
in March has recently been named C.hirsuta, Corybas fordhanii, described by 

Tir. Rupp, N.S.W.in 1942 was also recorded in 8 different grids although it had 
not been previously recorded for Victoria. Knowledge of its habitat made these 
recordings possible. 


To illustrate hor necessary it is to look in every concievable position, 
lir. Beauglchole showed slides of Pterostylis biseta growing in a shallow hollow ~ 
on the top of a very. large rock near Mitre Rock, b 


The controversial coastline between Mallacoota and Wingan showed the 
habitat of Prasophyllun viride which is confined to 2 or 3 square yards in the 
wet boggy heathland. Two to Three wecks were spent conpiling the list of plants 
in this fantastic area, The open coastal plains carry many orchids, lilics, 
etc. Behind this is the forest of Eucalyptus sieberi and Euc.gummifera,. 

A road through this area would affect the ecology of the wet land. ~ 
People already have accoss to this coastal plain and the rocky cscarpnents , _ 
nanagenent’ of this fragile area will be difficult. 


Finally lr. Beauglehole showed slides of more rare specics of plants, 
fungi: and views of Reedy Creck near Wulgulnerang and also of the Snowy HEE 
before the flood, explaining how high the flood had reached. 

These slides included the Purple Fanflower ( Scaevola ranosissina), Purple 
Coopernookia ( Coopernookia barkata), a rare undescribed Vegetable Caterpillar 
fungi which lives on the larva of the cockchafer beetle, a beautiful bright 
blue gilled fungi (very rare in the wet heathlands of Mallacoota) ond Red 
Ironbark ( which usuayly grows in dry conditions) growing in a salty habitat 
near Mallacoota. 

liv. Boeauglchole then answered the many questions put to hin. 


. Bon. Thompson. 


SPECIMEN TABLE 27th April 1973. 


Banksia spinulosa, Correa mannii and a paler forn fron Holey Hill. 
A bemtiful branch of the Hoheria ( N.Z.Lacebark) 
These were supplicd by ilrs Lyndon. 


A selection of rocks fron Northem Australia supplied by Mr. A.liorrison, 
Spotted Jasper’, Banded Jasper, Moss Agate, Opalised Wood, Olivene Crystals, 
Copper Ore, Ribbon Stone Quartz Crystal. These were polished so we could see — 
the beautiful narkings. Sone aboriginal artifacts, knives ete were of interest 


Specimen of Laportes, noroides ( Stinging Tree) labelled DO NOT TOUCH, 

Mr Morrison explained thereason for this during his talk. : 
Most. people who visit Queensland discover this tree sone tine during their 
travels. 
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: = it GEASSERTGATON OF ROCKS ——__ contd. 
Changed rocks: gerne geet g herha iets. 
b) _IIETASOMATIC ( meaning ‘changed body} : these are rocks changed by a 
chemical replacement of one substance by another. Hany of the metal ores are 
formed by this Process. . ‘This change can be , ‘ 


.. SILICEOUS:. .a replacement by silica 

_FERRUGINOUS xeplacement by iron’ sf 
DOLOMITIC replacement of Calcium by Magnesium. 
PHOSPHATIC replacement by phosphate 


There are two further (and minor) subdivisions of fragmentary rocks, 


1. PYROCLASTIC ?’~ 'fire seas deposits- formed from volcanic products which . 
fall to form beds or layers ( eg. ash) 
2. CATACLASTIC - !' Catastrophy formed* rocks — or more accurately, fault 


formed rocks, 
Table 2. lists these various subdivisions of aperiary rocks, together with 
some of the rocks belongingto the various categories, ‘ 


TABLN 1, . IGNEOUS ROCKS 
| | reed ¢erthoclase | Plagloclase 
‘ | Plaglipclase . Orthoclase 
ACID ROCKS © Plutonic |. Granite Granodiorite 
(Gight coloured Hyperbyssal Quartz Porphyry Quartz Porphyrite 
free quartz - pk lav o-Moctiicri meas Rhyolite, Obsidian, | Dacite 
> Pumice. 


INTERMEDIATE | Plutonic Syenite | Diorite 
Pome free t Felspar Porphyry | Felspar Porphyrit 
Quartz present | Yolconde ie Trachyte Andesite 
| | | 
BASIC ROCKS [Plutonic | Gabbro 
(dark coloured | Hyperbyssal fe i Diabase(Dolerite) 
no free quartz 3 
‘isible) Volcanic... . | Basalt 
| 
re | 
| 
ULTRA BASIC | Pluto nic | | Peridotite 
very dark in j;. UTES 
ee Hyperbyssal | ; | Monchiqui te 
no free quartz nee eet Bs 
detectable) Volcanic | Limburgite 


% 
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CLASSIFICATION OF ROCKS 
Table 2. | FRAGMENTARY ROCKS 


1. SEDIMENTARY 


a) Arenaceous| Screes, shingle, a) Metasomatic 
Gravel, Sand, 1) Siliceous Flint, Chert 
Breccia, 


Ironstone 


conglomerate 2) Ferruginous 
Gritstone, Sandstone 3) Dolomiteic 


b) “rgillaceous Silt, Mud, Clay. 


meneconce Shale 
Siltstone 


Dolomite 


4) Phosphatic Rock phosphate 


b) Metamorphic 
1) Contact Quartzite,Homfels 
Slate Marble 
Slate, Phyllite 
Schist Gneiss 


c) Organic 
1) Carbongceous 


Peat, Lignite, 
Coal, Oil 
Oil Shale. 
Limestone 


2) Regional 


2) Calcarecous 


d) Chemically 
Deposited 


' Scoria, Tuff, Ash. 


Sinter, Flint, 
Chert, 
Stalagtites, 
Stalagmites. 
Travertine 


1) Siliceous 


4) Cataclastic Fault formed Rocks 


2) Calcarcous 


4 
3) Pyroclastic Volcanic Bombs, 


Bog Iron Ore, 


3) Ferruginous 
Buckshot, Gravel 


Thankyou Mr. R.Hallett for the preparation of these tables, Ed. 


LL 


The next Business Meeting of L.V.F.N.C. will be held on quceday. Hoy, 22nd 
at he Yallourn State School commencing at 7.30pm. 
All members welcome to attend these meetings. 


Supper Roster for General Meeting May 25th. 
lirgs Branson - [ERB Sterkenburge 


ae ee es 
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— --ACPRTP TO REMEMBER, 9s . 
Impressions of excursion held 28th April 1973 to South Caségfe Creck. 


To the mountains they went 
the leader in front 
the marshall at the end 


The sun through the trees- 

and the buzz of the bees ~ 

the gums and the beeches 

and the ferns with the leeches 


The beautiful rockpools 

the mushrooms and toadstools 

some brovm some white 

and others that shine in the night 


Some were as blue as the sky 

and others lige the sauce on your pic 
the water splashes wild over the rocks 
and when you're not careful 

you soon have wet socks 


A not so young maid 

fell in the cascade 

strong hands pulled her out 
what a shock! (for the trout) 


Lunch near the river 

some just have a pic 

and the smoke of the sausage 
curls up in the sky 


The whistle blows 

and everyone gocs 

we sce bushes with «-herries 
as red as ripe cherrics 


Afternoon tea consists of hot coffee 
with biscuits and cake 
and who wants it some toffee 


The day was perfect 
the trip just fine 
but home sweet home 
with the clothes on the line. 


Bart Sterkenburg. 
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Ft MR. POSSUM, 

Towards the ‘eal of April 72. 1 was staying with Miss Rossiter near . 
Wangaratta, Vile drinking a cup of tea before going to bed we heard a sudden” 
noise outside. I looked at Nancy and was happy for her sake, that she was not 
alone. We took the torch and bravely opened the door to sce who was the trou- 
ple maker. nd there he was — "Mr. Possum" (ringtail), sitting on the water 
tank, After"having a good’look at him, we went to bed and slept peacefully. . 


In June, Nancy and I went to visit. a friend in Macrae. After a lovely week- 
end we returned home and saw that Ir. Possum had been somewhere in the ceiling. 
We- checked the kitchen thoroughly but could not find him, so decided to wait 
until he came out at night, but there was no sign of him. 


Next morning I went out to rake the sand on Nancy's drive, Her cousin , 
Mr. Nason was bringing it. “uddenly I noticed two beautiful big wedgetail 
eagles gliding round and round the house. I wondered what they were looking for 
There were no sheep on the paddocks nor any fowls near, Mr. Nasan stopped the: 
tractor and looked for a while, then went back for more sand, but my curiosity 
was aroused.’ Not letting the birds out of sight IL followed Silas MOVEMENTS « 
Qne of them landed in a tree, but the other continued gliding round, 
Then the eagle in the tree flev up and landed in another tree , caught some~ 
thingbrovmish in his claws and away they went. On the road Mr, Nasan was 
watching them also, and Nancy came out saying that she heard shreiking. 
Mr. Nasna vas sure it was "Mx. Possum" in the wedgetail Eagles claws. 


K.Jakobson. Mt. Beauty.’ 


THAT \ FER AGAIN, 


To Warragul Club went the honor, and the thrill, in August 1972, of re- 
discovering the Filmy Maidenhair in Victoria, a fern "lost" since its first 
recording weyback in 1880. And this, the second record, was made in what we © 
consider as OUR territory, We certainly must be slipping. But cheer up. 

All is not lost. 


I am elated ( and at the same time disgusted, if you lmow what I mean): 
to announce that Adiantum diaphanum has been located in the Korumburra area, 
2/4/73, at the foot of a dripping rock fece in a partly cleared cow paddock 
among nettles .and weeds. Its nearest neighbours are Sickle Ferns, species 
that can stand pretty dry conditions. 


IT have lived hereabouts for over twenty years and this rarest of fers 
has been more or less under my nose all that time. This is the third record, 
Will it, like Leadbeaters Possum, be seen more often now we know where to look 
for it ? Will everyone please take another look at any oozing, dripping, 
shaded rocky outcrops they kno of ?. 


B.liyndon 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD RIL 24th 1973. 


The meeting was held at the home oe Mrs.Peterson ‘due to the indisposition of 
Mr. and lirs, McElroy. 


Survival Magazine, These magazines were received from the Gould League. 
Priced at 20cents a copy and may be ordered from the Secretary. 
Copies available for perusal at April General Meeting. 


May General Iieeting . Mrs Thompson asked that members bring copies of hese ‘to 
Ferns or other suitable books to meeting, There will be a smaller key available 
for members without copies at the meeting. 


Letter Heads for Club Correspondence. It was decided ws order 1000 letterheads 
with "Protect and Enjoy" and Duck Emblem in corners. 


Wrappers for Naturalist Decided not to have these altered to show new 
Secretary in print. As only one copy has been returned out of 3000 sent , the 
cost was not warranted. 


Moonlight Creek, At the request of Mr. Brooks the club will write to the 
linister for Conservatian asking if any progress has been made towards the 
proposed National Park. 


Tuckfield Tea Album, It was brought to the attention of the Committec that the 
Secretary listed was incorrect ,. Tuckficlds will be advised of our Secretary,. 


litnutes from Business Mecting, Et was decided that these minutes be made 
available for the members at. the General Meeting. The previous months minutes 
would be ready as. it is too much to expect of the Secretary to prepare these 
in a few days. 


Submissions for L.C.C. Decided that wheyover possible submissions will be sent 
Other clubs will be supported in their submissions for other areas than ourowm. 


Edward Hunter Pool. We had been advised that Moe City Council has made. a Sakae 
regarding this arca. It is good to know that some action has been taken, 


Index for Naturalist. As this is ready for printing we would appreciate some 
idea of the numbers of people wanting a copy of the index. vel 


SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Your attention to the Annual Subscription would beappreciated,. 
Single ilember $ 2,50 Fanily Member $ 3.00 


Naturalist $ 2,00 


The Treasurer will be pleased to receive your remittance if you have not 
already attended to this. 


Visitor at General Meeting. 
We were all pleased to see our friend llr, George Scanlan at the April Mceting. 
He has been visiting the Latrobe Valley for a Pew days, hopefully we say that 
these visits should be more frequent. [+ was nice to sec you Gcorge.s 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 
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Ct a tre 
Details of contributing clubs are as follows: | 
Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: lirs.I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840. Tel Bt 42129, 
General ticrstetire commence at 7.50pm. on the 4th Friday each nonth 
at the Yallourn Siate School, YiLLOURN 


A ACN A aR RR CR tment 


BALE DG, 


Honorary Secvotauc: lirs. K.Nevmhan, 
P.0.Box 302, 
Sale 3850. Tel.Sale 441406 


Mectines commence at 8.00pm. on the 1st Friday each nonth 
at the C.W....Rooms, Macarthur Streot, Sali, - 


PRARALGOW Fi 
ronorar secretarvs Tir, J .A.Walt 
ve Kay Street, 
raralgon, 3644. Tel. T'gon 741948 
licetings connoncenat 85 3.00pm, on the Ist Friday cach month 
at the a Street State School, TRA “EGOI. 
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WARRAGUL P.3.C. A y J, Brogks 
T ah 3 mS) 8 
Wonorary Secretary: Te Naive Sticot, 


5 arragul, 3820. Tel. W'gul 21563 
ileotings commence at 8. dda! ¢ Ae the 3rd Friday_each month 
at the Albort Street State School, W.RRAGUL. 
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The LiTROBE VALLEY NATURLLIS? is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Fela Naturalisis'Club, Contributions on any asoect of 
Natural History are invited fren menbers of all clubs 
uae) SOeienabe We GebsuitessteM! nde Fonorary Editor(lMrs.L. padficla) 
42 stxzelecki Road, 
Yalloum, 3858. 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
lixs. E.Lubeke, 


122a Helen Street, 
Morvell. 3 40. 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs.H.Crane 
fel. Yallourn 622215 
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SS : = i 3 . ~ : Sanur z. anaeepmer 


Traralgon F.N.C. ee 
Meetings a Friday 6th July 


mate SUNN cor BO . Mr. A.Eddy '®xtermination of Rodonts 


and Effect on Ecologyt 
Please note change of venue for meetings; now held at, ~ 
TRARALGON. CITY RECEP TION ROOMS 


Warr PetleCe Teen one ae 
ccs . Sera Friday June 15th 


Speaker: _ Mr, R.Hoy ‘Native Mammals! 
Excursion. aes . dune 1 6th. Contact Secretary for details. 


ae Valley BolleCe te eee ne eo 
Meeting: — ror Ree, Friday cae 22nd 


Speakers Pita oe 2 Mr. 1.Leslie— ‘Watural pe Films! 
; Excursion: Eee: fee Shee Saturday June 23rd. Darlimurla i 
Leader: —  Byndons, ect at Pump nguaS on iirboo 


 North(ilountain gta) oe Rd. 10.30am. 


Fire Excursion, June 16th. ta area. back oe Neerim East. 
Eee at Neerin South 2h eee 


— 
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Mr. Morrison gave a very intoresting talk on a trip through Northern 
Australia from below the Carnarvon Ranges to Caims, Cooktown,Normanton, almost 
to Burketown, past Camooweal, around to Roper Bar and down. to the Hart Ranges. 

A very spectacular trip with many intcresting features of the country, the flora 
and other items of Natural History. Mir Moxvison brought along specimens of 
minerals and also a specimen, well protected, of the Stinging Tree which retains 
the power to sting even in the dead form. 


At each stop along the way lir, Morrison showed slides of the views to give 
a general idea of the particular area, These were followed by photographs of 
flowers, insects, snakes, fungi and anything else of interest. Added to these 
were anecdotes of personal happeninmes along the way. The flowers chosen were 
either rare, unusual or spectacuiiar in someway. 


The bright coloured fruits of the different Salt Bushes made beautiful 
glides. These plants often provide excellent stock food. Iiany of the flowers 
and fruits in these regions of Australia appear to be bigger than speciesfrom 
the same familics dovm here. The Exocarpus or Wild Cherry with its large leath- 
ery leaves ond large edible fruits bore little resemblance to our Wild Cherry 
except that the"fruit" was the usual swollen stem with the seed at tne end. 
The lovely epiphytic orchids of Queensland were shotm depicting the whole raceme 
ond then a close up of just a few flowers to see their beauty and form. 
Dendrobium discotor has a racene of 1Sin. to 2 ft. in length. 


Spectacular Hibiscus flowers that became a deep rusty red with maturity 
gbowgnear Cooktovm and the Native Hoya grows on the coast with the selt spray 
splashing over the flowers. A 2+ in, high subterranean plant, that looked more 
like a fungus than a flower, head both male and female flowers on the same short 
stem. The floral emblem of Queensland Dendrobium bigibbum has flowers 1+.in. to 
2 in, across. The fruit of the Cycad Palms were clearly visible. Captain Cook's » 
men were reported ill after eating these fruits but the aborigines have learnt - 
to treat them successfully for eating. 

The Hop Bush Dodonea physocarpa has very large jin,to 2in, fruits. 


Fungi. vere photographed including the colourful Stinkhorn. 
Butterflies 24in to Zin.across had been patiently photographed with their wings 


on ? , : : : ; parit aanea i 
Open+ The epiphyte Myremecodia was shovm with its close association with ants. 
lir. Iiorrison has shown the cross section to illustrate the tunnels in* Bower. 


A picee of a small fregile 6in. high termite nest had been broken away 
to show the galleries there. The complete life history of the Caper White Butter- 
fly on a Capparis tree was sHovm on one slide. ; ate 
Uuch of historical interest: was seon on the trip. There was the Grassy — 
Hill from which Captain Cook surveyed the area where Cooktprm movw.stands. with 
the surrounding mountainous countryside, Towards Burketovm was the most northerly 
comping site of Burke &Wills from where they walked to the gulf. This site is 
marked by a carving of the date 1860 on 2 treo; but the blaze is being covered 
by the growth of the tree. In the cage of bushfire destroying the tree the 
authoritics have erected a cast iron post so that the spot will not be lost, 


contd. ..Pp2. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist... (2) 


THE. GULF COUNTRY contd. goo 


The country near the gulf comprised vast areas of treeless plains and high 
coarse grass. F 
At Camooweal on the border of Norther Territory and Queensland .in’ the Police 
Station is: the oldest court bench in the whole of Yueensland. Here the Horatsons 
camped beside the lockup and felt. very safe. 


The old hotel at Barrallola would be of no use “today but was once vory. 
famous and popular. At the Barrallola general store all manner of items were 
sold from suits end rifles to drinks on the counter, It is only 17 miles from 
here to the gulf, 4 wheel drive all the way, to the landing. 

All zoods for Alice Springs were once shipped from Darwin to the Landing: and 
then off loaded and taken overland, This is the entrance of the licArthur River 
into the gulf. Bessie's Springs on the McArthur River was a delightful swimn 
ing pool with Pandanus Palms on the water edge and a Lovely vaterfall to feed 
the pool, Sabaeane’ 


Roper Bar was neites to see the Roper River with its picturesque cause= 
way. This is a tidal river with a tide drop of 4ft. but the bar prevents fhe 
boats: crossing. Small. freshwater crocodiles are present in, those parts, 


“The Cork-bark Tree (a Hakea), geological ster BUEtO Ey quart and sonder: 
ful views were showm of tho-Hart: Ranges. 


lim. Morrison expld ned how the Black Mountains near Cooktowm ‘ere SUpena 
nmed-because of the black Lichen that grows on them;but the actual rock was 
grey granite under the lichen. On these rocks Mr. Moncon had his. set 
encounter with a Sti pging Tree > 
Because it was a small species and erowing mongst the setae it was not rec— 
ognised. lire Morrison grasped the plant for support and within seconds his hand 
had swollen and there was excruciating pain. Within minutes he could'nt close 
his hand and then the pain went through his whole body. 

Ointments etc, had no effect and it was quite sometime before he could grasp 
the steering wheel enough to drive. Even up to 6 weeks later the pain retumed 
whenever he washed his hands. For sympathy he was told that a horse severely 
stung will die. C.S.T.R.0. were unable to find an antidote for this poison 
during the war. 


75 light ab sugeost you Look up-some of these"tows" on a map to appreciate. 
the distance travelled by the Morrisons to obtain this sct of SHINS vhich 
gave us such enjoyment. 


Bon.Thompson. — 


PRESS RELHASE : NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 


The State Government tis bought.12 acres of land overlooking Magon's 
Falls in the Kinglake National Park. 
The Land is only a few yards from the EME 4 popular scenic ond picnic area 
visited by more than’ 100,000 persons a year. nee 


This: SHURADEEI made by Iir. Borthwick, Minister for Conserracione 


im 
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A BOWER BIRD RETURNS | 


Until this year I have never had a blue Satin Bower—bird (that is a male 
in. mature plumage) amongst those that usually live in the garden from autumn 
to mid -spring{ September or early October). . 

One arrived here during the last week in March, and as it is obviously one of 
the green and chestnut ones(females and immature males)that have been phere in 
the, past a few notes about it may be interesting. 


There were not many here in 1971, but amongst them was one I called 
"Cock of the roost". It @ominated all the others, never allowing then on the 
bird—table when it was there. lly Cock-of—thc—roost did not build a bower, byt 
it did make a platform of sticks in a leafy caver under a thicket of Buddlcia. 
globosa and fruit trees overgrown with red vine, and decorated it with a few 
scraps of bluc — mainly bwoken piccos’of plastic and blue flowers. It used to 
play with them intermittently, always, so far as I could see, alone. 


In 1972 there were at least a dozen bower birds in the garden from May 
until Oetober. Cock~of-the-roost was again in evidenee, and could be disting— 
uished from the others by his pearly white- or perhaps greenish white beak, 
and a narrow ring of blue feathers round cach cyo. This time he added to his 
play-platform until it was a complete bower, consisting of two parallel, and 
fairly thick walls with his platform of a few sticks betweon them built into 
a curved floor between the walls. The whole bower was ahout 18 ins, long 10ins 
wide (inside walls) and 10ins. high, consisting mainly of twigs broken off the 
tree fuchsia near the bird table, ; 


It was decorated with various blue articles, pen tops, broken plastic, 
blue flowers(especially petals of winter iris) a blue drinking strav and so on. 
These were play things as well as decorations and favouyite ones (esnecially 
the drinking straw) were likely to be found anywhere about the orchard or gar 
den where he had been playing with them, but were brought back to the bower 
from time to times ... -S0 hao , 


Yhhen the Cootamundra Wattle flowered in-July sprays of golden flowers 
were added to the bower's decorations and renowed when withered. I did not’ seo 
any other bitd with him at the bower but on one occasion he approached one, 
evidently fomale, bowing and lifting his wings in display and turning his head 
from side to side as if to present her with 3 sprays of wattle bldssom held in 
his beak, she looked on interestingly but made no move toward them so he laid -- 
them on the ground in front of her and wont off to his bower, displaying and 
chirring alone. This chirring(like a notor that will notspark) and notes rather 
like soft rosella calls, were the only sounds I heard. 


When he returned at the end of March 1973 he was very dignificd and re- 
splendent, wholly dark blue (appearing black in shadow but gleaming purple- 
blue in sunshine) with a pearly green beak and pale legs and fect. | 
His feathers were so smooth that "satin" was the only description for then, 
that is unless the one green bird (prosum ably another male) which had arrived 
sone weeks before hin appeared, Then every feather was lifted so that he looked 
ruffled and angry as he darted at the intruder. 


contdeee 
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_A BOWER BIRD RETURNS. ~ conta.. 


_ I was sure he was Cock-of-the=roost for ne eerie unhesitatingly to the 
bird table and bower. He began refurbishing the bower, replacing its blue dec- 
orations and adding sticks to the walls, displaying ond chirring-or playing 
with his sticks and decorations intermittently all day. At this time a third . 
bower bird, also green and bronze, and rather plump, returned to the garden 
and the three were often at the bird—table but never nore than one at a time, 
The smaller bird — the first to come — was always ghased off angrily, put I 
did not ever see the plump one chased, and yesterday (April 11th.) while photo- 
graphing Cock-of—the-roost at his bower lirs,Johnstone saw her (one nust assume 
it is "her") looking on interestedly as he displaycd before her. 

Whether nore birds will come later, and what will happen then it will be inter 
esting to sce. Petar all have returned by June when the Pit tosporun berries’ ~ 
ripen. 


Jean Galbraith. 


SNIPITS FROM EXCURSION TO SOUTH CASCADE 28/4/73 


len bers. will remember: the two young eucalypt trees at North Cascade that 
resulted in some digcussion, Mr. Auchterlonie reports that the tree with large 
blue-green opposite stalkless leaves and square. branchlets was a young Shining 
Gum ( Euc. nitens) . While the brighter green shining leaves (quite long and 
oblique at the stem end) and round branchlets were the intermediate form of 


the Mountain Ash (Buc. regnans). 


Did anybody else see Lyrebirds on the jourmey home ? We saw one female 
at South Cascade and another a few miles further dow the. road. 


~The filmy Ferns, of which specimens were collected, ‘keyed Bie to be. three 
different species. Common Filmy Fern (Hymenophyliun ararsacenRecan ) with toothed 
segments — Shiny Filmy—fem (Mecodium flabellatum)with entire segments and with- 
out wings on the stipe. ~—Austral Tilmy-fern (Mecodiun australe)with am tire seg 
mats and wings almost to the base of the stipe. 


pee LG big. glossy biiack snail, with the lovely vermillion colouring under~_ 
neath, that Mr, Auchterlonie found has been identified as Victophanta atrament— 
aria, This snakzl is strictly carnivorous. It is suggested that composing 
flesh and tiny worms could be its diet and it has been known to eat other snails. 
Miss Plant reports that an article will be published soon in the Viegtorian 
Naturalist. on the distribution of this and other species of snails to give 
people an idea of how far the maps have progressed at this stage. 5 
‘The: specimen Mr. Morrison collected on the excursion was _Strangesta ruga , also 
carnivorous. The light stripe down its"back" is characteristic of typical 
Strangestase 
As both these snails were carnivorous it is just as well they had plenty of 
room in ‘the plastic bag. Probably the Strangesta was too big-for the Black 
Snail, It. just shows. I will have to keep specimeng separate even in the field, 


Bon. Thompson. 
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THEN AND NOW A CONTRAST. 
"wy 


whoever could make two ears of corn, or two blades of grass to grow 
upon a spot of ground where only one grew before, would deserve better of man— 
kind, and do more essential service to his country than the whole race of 
liticians put : is 

politicians put together Tonethentse ee 

This story concerns a situation which makes lir, Swift's hypothetical 
achievement pale into insignificance, for it deals with the actual making of 
many thousands of blades of grass to grow where none whatsoever grew before, 
and I may say at the outset that I am far from convinced that the achievenent 
nerits either acclaim or praisc,. 


The scene is two small creeks which flow for about a mile through our 
property at Narracan. Their waters ultimately join, and flow into the Latrobe 
via Wilderness Creek and Morwell River. 


Fifty years .ago these streams were clear and briskly flowing, a few 
inches deep, and one or two feet wide, with a few larger pools. In this choc- 
olate volcanic soil, there is neither sand nor rock, and the verges for several 
feet were inclined to be soft, water—logged, and in places boggy. ge 


By far the gost interesting feature of these streans was the wealth and 
variety of vegetation on their Banks, Musk, Hazel, Christmas Bush 20 ft.high, 
Prickly Currant, Pittosporun,Hemp Bush and Lomatia grew there. 

There were tall Blackwoodg and Swamp Guns, Tree~ferns, several Blechnuns, and 
tangles of Unbrella Ferns, Near where a hut had existed last century were two 
willows. At one spot a colony of Bulrushes( Typha angustifolia )occupied an 
area about’ two chains across, and there were two similar patches of the common: 
Reed ( Phragnites communis ). Rushes were in great variety, comprising Cyperus, 
Carex, Gahnia, and some half dozen g ecies of Juncus. This list is incomplete; 
many more could be naned. 


Introduced Blackberries sprang from secds dropped by birds and flourished 
exceedingly. Rooted in water they would not burn unless cut first, and hormone 
weedkillors were then unknowm. The law said they nust be destroyed, end we con 
curred; but could only cut and burn. This was’ disastrous to the adjacent vege 
etation, and the blackberries grew up stronger than ever next year. 


About this time a firn of Ild bourne seedsmen began advertising a wonder 
ful new swanp grass called " Poa aquatica ", which, they clained, would "Ki1T 
out rushes, weeds and blackberries, and transform useless swampy ground <into 


a valuable asset ",. Ahem !} Jonathan Swift's credo cane to mind, 


In due murse, the annual tasl of blackberry cutting came round again, 
a laborious and futile operation involving a weeks work for the two men iin the 
heat of late sumer, with the march flies and snakes for company. 
The "Poa aquatica" advertisenents continucd. 


As I knew nothing of this grass , the only way to check on the clains 
made for it, seemed to be to try it out on a small scale, though I hardly 
expected it to achieve the miracles clained for it. 


contde eee 
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THEN AND_NOW...-A..CONTRAS® . = =~ contdie'. 


Accordingly a half bag of roots was obtained. These were pressed into 
the midewicth the heel as instructed, at spots a chain or so apart. 
Growth ‘was prompt and vigorous. aver: S00n each planting site was marked. by: 
a patch of grass 3 to 5 ft, high, and several yards across. Visitors came to 
see it, were favorably impressed, and took away roots. The next stage was the 
‘Moana of the patches, - and the struggle for complete possession of the | 
creek was really on. I had underestimated the capabilities of the grass. 
Claims made for it.were all too well founded and it soon had the UppeDenene 
of all the creekside vegetation. 


Grazing cattle were partly responsible for this. Cattle are most aeehieS 
ful and fastidious feeders. No matter how luscious, nutritious and palatable 
the grass at a given point may be, they will, at first, eat only a ‘portion Ont 5 
it, then walk on, looking for something better. On firm dry land, this does 
not matter greatly, as most of the fodder is eventually eaten. But in the case 
of the Poa aquatica, only approximately a quarter to a half of the growth al paren 
eaten, the balance being trodden under the mud, where, of wmurse, it is irret- 
rievable.liuch, and eventually all, of the minor vegetation, such asferns, - 
rushes etc. gets trampled under the mud with it. 


Poa aquatica makes - quick regrowth, It was. one to two feet high before 
anything else was above ground. A few repetitions left it in sole posession. _ 
Even the lurge patch of Bulrushes ultimately succumbed, The common reeds held 
out a little longer, but before long ES) survived only ina small area 
inaccessible. to stock. 


Soon the trampled Se aeoumuiated as a layer of spongy, fibrous, 
peaty material’ just under the surface, deepening each year, and now several » 
feet thick, raising the surface water level by a like amount, ‘and @ reading « 
it anna accordingly. Attempts to cut a drain were unsuccessful, as the 
sides of the drain simply slumped vogether, and the grass again took over. 


An anazing’ and disturbing result of this is that Poa aquatica .has dest 
oyed every tree ‘and shrub along the creck as thoroughly as any bulldozer. could 
dos Most of these trecs were #vowing just svove the original water level. 

They were of -varying sizes up to twofect in diameter, and 100 ft. high. 

The rising. water submerged their roots and the lower. trunks so their death was 
inevitable. Some Bicalypts and other. specics tolerate, and even, need temporary. 
flooding; but only trees with specially ada ipted . root systems can stand perm 
anent submersion, In the latter category are the two willow trees, one a Weeping 
Willow (Salix babylonica ) ; and the other a Goat (or "Pussy™) Willow, (S. caprea) 
which are now the only Surviving trees along the creek. Allothers have beon 
drotmed. The dead skeletons of some of the larger ones still stand, but most 
rotted off at or just above water level, fell into the mire, and were soon 
engulfed in the rising green tide, leaving no trace of them. °: 


In: 1910, two stoving contractors pitched their tent in a little grove of 
Svamp Gums by the stream side, Here, they lived high and dry all through the 


i their tent site.is seyeral fect beneath a quaking morass: of Poa 
see of the Swamp Gums, no trace remains, All logs once used as cross- 


ings are now submerged and unusable. 
rit contd... 
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“THEN AND NOW A CONTRAST contd.. 


I have used the namie’"Poa Aduatica", under which the grass was distributed, 
This name was changed first to Glyceria aquatica, then to Glyceria maxima the § 
name nov accepted by botanists although neither this, nor its common name of 
Reed Sweet Grass, has yet caught on, it remainsPoa aquatica except among 
botanists. It is an introduced grass, native of Europe. It is frost tender, 
and quite dormant all. winter. In late spring it makes rapid growth to 6ft, topped 
by a sterile panicle, Spread is”entirely by strong rhizomes, which confine 
themselves to shallow water, and swampy arcas which are wet oll the year round, 

Cattle pay little attention to it until the pastures dry off in summer | 
then they teke to it in earnest. Occasional animals become bogged in the swamp 
and disturbance of the rolling vegetation fouls the water so they will not 
drinkit, and othemrrangements have to be made for watering stock. 

Our experience with "Poa aquatica" is not unique. ae 
The grass has been introduced along many of the small streams of the Narracan 
Thorpdale region with similar results. ; 

I wonder if Janathan Swift would have approved 2 

R. Auchterlonie. 


_AuPORT OF MERTING LeVePeNeCe 25050736 

lixs Thompson introduced the subject "Fers" by talking about the parts 
of fern plants and how they differ from flowering plants. 
The reproductive systen differs from flowéring plants also. 
Large diagrans showed clearly the parts of these plants, A Key to the Speckes 
of Ferns brought to the neeting had been devised by Mrs Thompson. 
Other Keys could also be usedto identify these ferns, 


liz. thompson showed slides illustrating the many species of fems and 
how they differ from cach other. We could see the detail of the pattems of 
the Sori (the seeds of ferns), as these. slides had been taken through a nicro~ 
scope. The greater magnification was appreciated by the AES who seat 1ittlo. 
about these plants. 


At the conclusion of the slides nenbers were able to show fiedian gar mae fae 
in identifying some of the ferns onthe table. 
Microscopes, nagnifying’ glasses and their ovm eyes Branied sone ee us to succe 
essfully identify some of the species, 


Although this was a practical working night all agreed it was well woth 
while as we need to be able to kmow what We are looking at in the ficld, 


On behalf of the members, Mr. Moretti thanked both lr,and lirs, Thompson 
for their cfforts in giving us a nost interesting and instructive cvening. 


L.Padfield. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING L.V.F.N.C. 22.5.7 


Survival Jiagazine. A good response from members to receive this publication. 
June leeting. advice from Mr. Leslie confirming arrangements for meetings 


Victorian Nanialist. Mrs Lyndon has sent advice of L.V.F.N.C.activities to this 
magazine. Thought it a good idea to put ourselves in front ef other clubs with 
notice of our.activities. 


Campout 1974. This will be over ‘the Australia Day weekend in January. 

Bogong High Plains is the area chasen, Bairnsdale F,N.C.to arrange the tripe 
Decided that we contact Mr. Rogers regarding details. 

More about this event later, but thought members may like to think about whether 
they could attend or not, 


Nelson Books. Circular received from this organisation about a Book Club for 
Conservationists. These books would be concerned with Natural History and other 
related subjects. 


June Excursion to Darlimurla with the Lyndons as leaders. 
Fungi. to be the main interest but no doubt we will find many other 
things ‘to aimterest us. 


Supper Roster June 22nd, ~~ Mrs Thompson , Miss Kemp. 


Next Business Meeting will be held at Yallourn State School on Tuesday June 19th. 
at. 7.30pm. All members welcome at these meetings. 


Subscriptions. If you have ‘received a Final Reminder notice in this issue it is 
because your subscription is overdue. 
Ratese Single Member $2.50 Family Menber $3.00 


- Vaturalist only $2.00 
el 
Articles for Naturalist. 


The Editor has some copy in hand , but is erieye ready to accept any 
article of interest from Membersfor publication. 
Remember these do not have to be of a very extensive meeperee ee 
Something to fill say 10 - 20 lines is quite acceptable,. erence some. little 
observation ¢ on a trip to. the bush. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist, 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs.1.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Moxmvell 3840. Tel Q'll 42129, 
General Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YiLLOURN 


SALE F.C, 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs. K.Nevmhan, 
P.0.Box 302, 
Sale 3850. Tel.Sale 441406 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the ist Friday each nonth 
at the C.i...Rooms, Macarthur Street, Subl. 


TRARALGON P.W.C. 
Honorary Secretary: lin. si. Wall 
é 156 Kay Street, 
; Traralgon, 3844. Tel. T'gon 741948 
licetings conmoncenat 8.00pm, on the ist Friday cach month 
at the Grey Street State School, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.i1.C. ee 
Honorary 9 2tarys Mr. ks 
fonoy, ecretary Pe eT eS oot, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'gul 21563 


ilectings cormence at 8.00pn, on the 3rd Friday _each_ manth 
at the Albert Street State School, WuRRAGUL. 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST. is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists'Club, Contributions on any asoect of 
Natural History are invited from_members of all clubs 
ERG! GANA WE) AGREE! 2 Honorary Editor(Mrs.L.Padfield) 
42 Strzelecki Road, 
Yalloum, 3858. 


— 


Subscriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
lirs.E.lubcke, 
{22a Helen Strect, 
Morwell. 3840. 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact lirs.H.Crane 
el. Yallourn 622215 


Celt + ties wn) 
A ae) 
3 


a 


ise tse Ee, JULY, 1973 


ISSUE"No. 115, ~~ ~ 


a atrobe Valley 
Naturalis = 


Protect and enjoy “1c 


Registered at the General Post Office Melbourne for transmission by Post as a Perlodical Category B. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist Issue Na.1i15 July 1 


COMING EVENTS. 


Warragul F.N.C. 


Mecting: : Friday July 20th. 
Speaker: Mr. Ian (Dick) Morrison F.N.C.V. 
'‘Naturest Walkabout" 
Excursion: Contact Secretary for details. 
LVF... 


Meeting: Friday July 27th will be held at 
. G.T.A.E.(Yallourn Technical College) 
Monash Road Newborough. 


Speakers Mr. J.Harrison "Petrology" and in 
particular the Rocks used in road making. 

Excursion: Saturday July 28th. Geology excursion to 

- ¥allourn North Quarries and adjacent areas, 

Meeting Place; - ' Yallourn Primary School Leaving ati0.ooam. 


Traralgon me Ni. Ge 


Meeting: : BF Friday 19th. August Please note cnanes 

: of date. 
Speaker: Mir. G.Rowe igtvamieuweres of the seashore" 
Excursion: Inverloch and/or Walkerville 


Contact Secretary for details. 


a 
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REPORT OF EXCURSION BULGA PARK 26th May 1973. 


Six cars were at. the meeting place and at the order of the Marshal we 
set on our way for the excursion. We were to travel via Gormandale and 
could see some wonderful showing from the Correa reflexa bushes along the way. 


“Morning tea was had at the Gormandale Wildflower Reserve,where there was more 
Correa and some early Sunshine Wattle in flower. The Gnat Orchid (Acianthus 

- exsertus) was flowering. As this area is a good orchid ground some time was spent 

‘in looking for more orchids in flower or their leaves. Many Pterostylis leaves 
were found. The Pink Heath (Epacris impressa) was abundant everywhere we went as 
also were the Fungi of many species. . 


A drive through rolling hills with occasional views of the coast took us along 
the Grand Ridge Road to Bulga Park. 

A short walk through the park showed us the ferns we had heard about: from Mrs. 

Thompson on the previous evening. 

High on the trunk of a Beech Tree we could see the Weeping Spleenwort (Asplenium 
flaccidum): hanging in graceful sprays. 

As we walked some of us were feeling the Tree-ferns to establish the difference 

between the Rough and Smooth varieties. This we found was quite unmistakeable 

-especially when it was the Rough Tree-fern. The Slender Tree—fern was also in 

Bulga Park, On the Tree-fern trunks the Veined Bristle Ferm and Filmy Tern were 

growing along with many mosses and lichens. 


The Leeches seemed to like some of the. party, but were soon brushed off making 
us all feel like inspecting our clothes for the little beasts. 


Lunch was had in the shelter of the hut and afterwards we slipped along a track . 
to see the Long lork Fern(Psilotum nudum). After we had all senn this fern it was 
decided that we go no further along this track as it was not likely it would 
improve as we went along. 


We: then drove along to Calder Junction stopping to see some Hucalypts where we 
could hear the gong of a Lyre Bird. He was very close to us, his scratchings were 
in the small area where we stood to listen to his song. 


Rain sent: us back to the shelter of the cars and then a drive through beautiful 
ferny hillsides and stands of Euealypt Forest to Leroy and Koomalila where we 
said goodbye to our Leaders Mx and. irs Thompson who had helped us all to enjoy 
our day. - 


L.Padfield. 


INDEX TOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST from issue NO.1 to issue No.108. 


has been completed. It consists of 17 pages using both sides of paper. 
Copies of the index may be obtained from the Club at a cost of 20 cents, 
Please include postage when required. 


As previously stated the index was commenced by Mr George Ycanlan and finally 
completed by Max Thompson, who has agreed to compile the index for 1975 issues. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS ON ROSEDALE SOUTH. 


The proposed Péconimendations ii the Land “Gaiteeaa Rea Council on the 
South ippsland Study Area No.1. has now been published. This report will please 


PLEASES POR OBST ‘who. know the area,° especially Holey Plains and Spexm Whale Head. 


“The L.C. C, has now “called for submissions on this report. and I feel that 
we should write’ and say how pleased we are with ell the recommendations it cont- 
ains, especially mentioning any areas that we,, ‘personally, know or are concerned 


about. Of course if you are not satisfied then you will” forward an objection. 
..[. feel. there will be. a number of objections raised ‘and if we do not state. our 


approval the L.C.C. will have nothing. to. compare wigh the objections. 
Because of this I would like to see every member who sent in a submission ‘before 


_ vo please take the time to send in, an approval submission. on this recommendation. 
‘Numbers will count again and we stilz have to get the final recommendation 


adopted by Parliament. So although the first Ses is Beseeum we: must not Snes 


“here if we are to have this area reserved. 


“Kor members who have not seen ue recommendation it contains the ron 
following suggestions z=. yet 


~HoLEY. PLATHS —- A large area of 26,700, acres to’ ie Botany in tts Peers 
condition’ and permanently reserved for recreation and conseryation of flora and 


fauna... Ty 592 acres. be allocated to Softwood production(pines) but. 4,882 acres 
of this are already held as plantation avea lease by A.P.IM. and the remaining 
2,700 acres are on the eastern edge of the Holey Plains area. 


There dre several other reserves retained as examples of the natural ‘bushland and 


amongst. these is the 68 acres near Gormandale where both the Large Duck and the 


_ inttle Duck Orchids and the lovely Fanflower grow. 
. STRADBROKE — Te main block of Stradbroke has been deferres until the much larger 


block south of it is Considered. But it is to remain. in its present state until 
then. This will perhaps disappoint the Historical Sotieties but they have not lost 
it, only have to wait for future consideration. Timber Reserves have been retained 


_in this‘ block and an area at Willung Youth of 356 acres, recommended as a. bushland 


reserve, is the area where the Tree Orchid and many species of ferns have been 


_ recently BASES » 


CALIGNEE — .In this area it is recommended that 4, 300 acres be used for Softwood. 
production by the Forest Commission(much of this is repurchased farmland) and 


600 acres to be a Reserved Forest and used for Hardwood production. 


TOONGABBIE — This area is to be considered with the adjacent land in the 
Melbourne Study Area. 


CIPPSLAND LAKES BLOCK — It is suggésted that the Gi ppstand Lakes National Parks 
(5,238 acres) be incorporated in a much larger area of 43,300 acres to be perm— 
anently reseryod under unified managémént. Thé’ ‘LCiC. has divided this large block 
including the. Coastal dunes and lakes systems, into 8 zones to emphasise different 
aspects of conservation, SLOTOn EAN of, wildlife will only’ be permitted in 3 of these 
mes. 

Fisheries and Wildlife will Sia the. Lake Coleman eat the Heart areas and the 
Latrobe Valley ote and Sewerage Board will retain land held by then. 


nen el nae Lt , contd..ec 
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RECOMMENDATIONS ON ROSEDALE SOUTH contd... 


Much thought. and Eonaiderenien of the many submissions received has gone into this 
detailed report, A copy is in the Club Library. 


Section 14 of the Land Act 1958 is repeatedly mentioned and the relevant portion 
States that. the Soo Seaton sieht may by notice published in the Government 


Gazetts either by: Syarnual ‘or: particular desoription reserve either temporarily or 
permanently from sale or from being leased or from having a license granted in 
respect thereof any Crown Lands which in his opinion are required for any puplic 
purposes whatsoever. 4nd then it gives detailsof specific instances. 

Section ) states that it can also be. excempt from occupation for mining purposes 
under any miner's right if Governor-in—Council gives notice. 


The Land Conservation Council recommendation for Softwood Production on Public 

Land states that at least: 10% of the gross area should be retained under natural. 
vegetation in addition to land required for roads and firebreaks and that this 
factor has been taken into account when allocating gross Areas. 

In Holey Plains Block there are recommendations that five chain of native vegetat—_ 
ion beretained around the layge swamps eh one chain around minor swamps in areas — 
allocated for Softwood Production, 5 


Bon. Thompson. 


MY FIRST "BERDING"HOLIDAY 


I was invited to attend the Bird Observer's Club Easter Camp near 
Balranald N.S.W. and it became a reality when Joy Johnstone invited me to accompany 
her. With the car.full to overflowing we left on 18th. April in rainy conditions, 
stopping at Yellingbo fora tea break where the first new bird for me was seen, 
Helmeted Honeyeater. We lunched at Healesville Sanctuary where new birds were 
seen, I think to confuse me. It was not until late afternoon that a Black~backed 
Magpie came to view. 

. The first night was spent with the Stevensons at Cohuna. They are all well 
and have settled into their new surroundings. | 
Next day we ontinued on our way lunching at Kangaroo Lake, Mystic Park ieee aa 
was our pleasure to see 3 pairs of Crested Grebes. We spent a short time at the 
Swan Hill “olk Museum before arriving at the camp site on "Talpee Station about - 
500pm.. MV our days were enjoyably spent "birding" . New species for me mounting 
up, with'11 or more on at least 3 days. Joy's new list not as extensive only 7 for 
the trip, mine was 59,. this number i don't think to be repeated in a fortnight by 
me again, The weather was zood too. Rain followed each time we shifted camp, 
but didn't interfere with our activities. A bird which seemed to elude us at both 
camp and Hattah was the Ground Cuckoo-shrike. 

We spent some time looking but were either too early or late,(not sure which) 
so that is one to catch up with. Leaving the B.0.C.camp we travelled via a. 
Spotted Bower-bird area with no luck to Hattah National Park(4 nights) to 


Wyperfeld.lational Park (2 nights) spending the last-night at Nhill where we left 


foul next moming for Kiata to visit the Lowan Sanctuary to see " Romeo " (Mallee 
fowl 


contd. eee 
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MY FIRST " BIRDING " HOLIDAY contd.. 


He.didn*t. disappoint us. Purple—faped and Tawny—crovmed Honey—eaters were seen 
as we went to the mound, with Corellas in the wild’on the road home being the 
last of the new ones. Home was reached late in the evening after a most pleasant 
and rewarding trip. pas 


rer , Heather Christensen 
A’ list. enclosed in conjunction with this article showed 53 species new to both 
travellers, 52 new to Heather, and with other birds scen a total of 130 species. 


« 


GUESTS OF THE A.P.M, 


‘3 _A visit of a party of fourty members of the Victorian National Parks 
Association arrenged between them and A.P.M.; to do a tour by bus of forestry 
work of the Company, toak place.on May 5th. 1973. We were privileged to repres- 

_ent Warragul F.N.C. and joined the party on the Gippslander at Warragul, ; 


* “Mr Scott, A.P.1M.%s Chief Public Relations Officer travelled with the party and 


we were joined at Moe,the starting point, by three other officers of the Company 
including one from their research branch and by an officer of the Forests 
Commission. f ro teh 

We went South of Moe through the 20,000 acre Silver Creek Tree Farm to 
Golden Gully pine seed orchard at Coalville. Here were seed nurseries consisting 
of widely spaced pines grafted. from carefully selected trees, mainly from other 
parts of Australia. The trees we saw were of seed bearing age. 


“ah A problem explained to us was incompatibility of grafts with the stock, 
causing stunting and death of. the tree. Examples wore pointed out. ' 

* New Zealand was said to bé questioning this method of producing seed by grafting 
because of this trouble. Cones are harvested by climbing the trees. Progeny test— 

ing of seed is carried out. ; ; 


Ye went on to Ten MileCreek Road and by the school, we sew a comparision 
between pines planted on land which was pasture. and land which had been cleared 
from bush. Tyo such plantations adjoined on. each sideof a roadway. Ta 
Research was being done to discover why the pines on the old pasture land grew so 
much better, particularly growth in the early stage. We walked helf a mile through 
pine forest: to Walnut Tree. Picnic Spot — a very pleasant place on A.P,li.property 
which is open to the public during times of low fire risk. Here a plentiful packed 
‘lunch with. hot soup, tea and coffee was provided. (te Sig 7: 

' “We continued along Ten Mile Creek Road to Yinnar,: making a detour to see 
E.globulus trees recently planted on extensive easy sloping land, with the intent- 
“sion of tr ying out mechanised harvesting. : om . ser = 


We. then. came: back, through Hazelwood and Tyers to Boola Boola Forestry 


Commission area north of ~yers. On the way we drove past the Maryvale Ma Ti vand 
its operations’ were discussed with Mr Scott in the bus. A.P.M.hos , timber, cutting 


and pulpwood contracts with the Commission at: Boola Boola and other places. 


A.P.M.*s operations. are directed towards management of the forest for future ~ 
production of mixed eucalypt — } hp Peet 


Contdecse 


eee 
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“GUESTS OF THE APM. contd... 


For purposes of pulpwood cutting, Commission forests are divided into categories 
.A,B,C,and D. From the Commissions foint of view class D, Mature Mixed -species 
Forest, is the most important, as A.P.M.'s contract requires them to clear out. 
-O11 .old over mature trees for pulp, thus freeing thg forest fcy growth ofnew trees, - 
Association members pointed out the value of dead trees asharbourage for wild life. 
The eventual yicld from second growth forest is still something which is unknowm- — 
md rescarch is being conducted into this. 


We hext went to the Moondarra Reservoir, Here I ascertained from Mr. Scott - 
that there-is.no--trouble, from. poisonous: metallic residues from A.P.lM.plant. 
They have spent’ and are spending a gteat deal.of money on water treatment and. 
chimney effluent reductions, 


‘Ve returned to Moe passing some very young pine plantations which showed ~ 
greatly increased growth of trees on the site of burt windrows of old timber and 
trash, Research is being done on this. It is thought to be due to the effect of . _ 
sterilization from heat; and fertilizer effect from the gsh. Sample soil steril- .. 
ized at.a carpet factory had shevm very similar results to that in the ficld, - 


- We were left with the impression that the A.P.M. is a very alive concer 
eoimercially and scientifically and looking to the future in its forestry. 
live also to the necessity for fecling its way ahead in cultivating eucalypt. . 
species, as thege species have no long history of cultivation and harvesting. 

Alive also to the fact that pines are strangers to the bush soil and that: all their 
forestry operations are still young on the land. That they have a good deal-to 
learn as existing cultivated forests of pines and eucalypts mature over the years. . 


We thanked our hosts and our fellow V.N.P.A-members. The last: we saw of 
the latter was from Warragul station, they being mostly gathered at the refresh— 
ment counter on the train and we tea—less on the platform. 


Kathleen and John Bye. 


ONE WAY TRAFVIC FOR SNAILS 


In my garden is a beautiful "golden chain" tree. About ight years ago I 
planted it near the fence. Last year, and this year it was laden with bunches of 
bright yellow flowers, however I was wondering why the near St cae eee 
(cast side, nearest the fenee) was not flowering as well as the ves side. 
Further investigation showed that the eastside hed been damaged-by snails. 

But why not the westside ?. | 

I found out. The'tree splits into two branches, about 10 in. above the 
ground. An"cast" ond a "west" branch. During the daytine the snails are hiding 
in the grass under the tree. In the lato aftemoon they start travelling upwards 
along the cast branch, which is a colder and sometimes wet side of the tree. 

As a result the east side of the tree is eaten by the snails? leaving the warmer 
west side beautiful and undamaged. | 
it is as simple as that (2s long as. you know Sar) 


Bart Sterkonburz 
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.. FUNGI FOR BEGINNERS. 


For the keen beginner wishing. to learn something about the wealth of 
colorful fungi that springs to life each autumn and winter the inexpensive F.N.C.V. 
Handbook is. still the best. reference. Brightly illustrated overseas handbooks _ 
appear in this country from time to time, like the crop of fungi they depict. 

Of these, we find Collins Guide to the Mushrooms and Toadstools is the most 
useful in the field, covering the widest range of forms and families. 


~The Naming of fungi is still more or less in a state of flux. 
As with the higher plants they suffer at the hands of splitters and lumpers, so 
that old and familiar forms are liable to turn up in new family groupings. 
However, they are not hard to track down with a little experience. The gilled 
fungi, the: most plentiful of all types, are the most difficult of all, many of 
the hundreds of " little brown jobs " being superficially alike. 


Generally, on a club outing, so many forms are’ collected that the student 
suffers from mental indigestion and becomes wnfused,trying to absorb too much 


at one time. It is better to begin with just afew, the ones that have some defin_. 
ate charactcr that makes them easier to remémber, Once seen and handled, no one 


could forget the showy red Amanita muscaria, the Fly Agaric, found always under 
pine treos. Tho: Itussula tribe are easy ones, especially the species with scarlet 
or wine-colored caps and crisp white gills. In fact, the whole mushroom is crisp 
when fresh and breaks like a biscuit with an audible crackle if broken milgse to 
ones ear, Boletus is characterised by pores or tubes in place of gills. a 
Lactarius cxudes a white milky juice when broken, 


Dont be too fussy about species for a start. Concentrate on remembering 
the different families: It is-a good idea to carry a notebook and jot dowm a few 
names and descriptions, with sketches. lost fresh fungi, if carried carefully, 
will keep for some days if enclosed in a‘covered vessel, or even covered with a 
sheet of plastic on a'tray. Put a sheet of white or black paper under them, as the 
case may require, for the spore color is often a great help in identification. 


The fungi are not permanent plants in the sense that the flowering plants 
are. One’can always go back to a locality to find a special fern, or orchid, or 
tree. But the fungi vary with the weather from day to day, from week to week, 

One may be lucky. enough to come on a magnificent display in a certain gully. 

Co back in a week or a fortnight's time to enjoy it again and there may be nothing 
to see at all, or the previous crop of species may be replaced by something ent- 
irely diffcrent. To attempt to list the fungi in a given area would be never 
ending, even if one lived right on the job, and was equipped with the necessary 
specialised knowledge. 


E.lyndon, 


ane IN ies PARKS _ 


Racenaly in rescue Parks Litene were aheated new timber Pena These have been 
made from.routed timber, stained brown with letters painted yellow. 


This colour scheme and basic method of construction are used for national parks 
throughout the world and in most other States of “Australia. 


From National, Parks Service Press Rele ase. 
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A SNAILIE STORY 


After the first welcome rain in January a new genus of Snail suddenly 
appeared from amongst the Kidney-weed jungles that border the carport and caravan. 
They were the prettiest little horn-colored flattened shells and the animals that 
carricd them were a dark inky blue. ‘There was quite a swarm of them. 

I turned quite pale, ' Heavens," I thought, " here's something that's come in with 
us from foreign parts past the fruit-fly man." 


A tin of salt and water was hastily prepared and all visible shcllbacks 
collected end dropped in before I ran inside to leaf through the Victorian Natur 
alist for inf mation on Non —Marine Molluscs. December 1971. The introduced 
Zonitids provided the answer to my question. The writer ? D.C.Long. | 


There were three species of Oxychilus with a low-spired glossy shell, 
hor to greyish in color, paler below, where they have a wide central perforation 
or umbilicus. 0.cellarius,found in several places in Central Victoria and in 
Melbourne. Ilo. That one has the edges of the mantle, viewed through a lens, 
speckled in browm. That's out. OQ.alliarius, State wide and the smallest of the 
three. Emits a smell of garlic when alarmed. Well, either my specimens do not scare 
easily or they are not alliarius. 0O,draparnaldi, This seems to fill the bill. 

‘ Common in and around Md bourne. ( But where did we. get it from. Perhaps on 2 potted 
plant ? ) Shell up to 35 mm in diameter with seven whorls. Yes, I'll settle for 
draparmaldi. 


These Zonitids are omnivorous, they are not molluscan pests. They will 
eat other slugs and snails and are useful in the garden. Oh joy! but Oh boy ¢ 
I dropped the book and sped outside and strained the salty water off my snails, 
swilled them thoroughly in fresh water, tipped them out on the lavn. 
With somerelief I watched them stalk off in search of other more pestilential 


breeds of Hiclix aspersa,or the common garden snail. 


When writing this I suddenly had the bright idea of bottling up a couple 
of Oxychilus with a small Helix. ‘hey seem to be taking more than ea usual inter— 
est init. I'11 let you know. 


Be Lyndon 


Specimen Table June22nd. 
A lovely spray of Hardenbergia Species. supplied by Mr Sterkenburg. 
This had not been affected by the frost as one growing in another members garden 
had been. I wonder how other members growing Hardenbergia fared during the frosts‘ 


a LD | 


National Parks Service Press release 

This reminded us all that Dogs, cats and firearms are not permitted in National 
Parké, National Parks are sanctuaries for native plants, birds and animals, and 
people who brought domestic animals into parks would be asked to leave. 
Firearms should be surrendered to the Park Ranger for. the duration ‘of visit to 
the Park. : 

Dr. Smith asked for co-operation in these matters to avoid embarrassment 
and unpleasantness. Contact Rangers if you have any doubts when you arrive at 
any National Park. 
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“ REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEETING eee JUNE 1973. 
Norman Wakefield Memorial. 
A fund has been started to honour this great naturalist. If you wish to Phere 
money to this fund contact Secretary for further details. 
Hazeliood Arboreteum, ~ 
Morwell garden club. (Geameese Horticultural Society) wishes to have a combined 


excursion and working bee at the Arboreteum. We have as yet not received official 
notice a about this . 


Stradbroke biock for L.C.C. Submission. It wasreported that 120 species of plants 
have been found in this area, 


‘Eucalypt Syecies for study. A request shea Mr Fell regarding specimens of Red Gums 
has been handed to the people most likely to be able to help. 

» Banksia Species. lonash University has commissioned Mrs Celia Rosser to paint 
all of the Banksia species. Help from clubs in collecting specimens and sceds 

for this project asked for. This isa fone term project but prery vo rthvhileo. 

" Photoflova 1974, arr Sere be a 


Request. from Native Plant Preservation: Socicty nother we eanid be interested 
in. arranging a showing of slides in our area. Ded ded that we would do this. 
.. Secretary to fing out about suitable hall etc and revort later. 

National Parks Service. Report for year ended June 1973 received. 

This is available to members for perusal if you desire. 


Mr.K, Lambert was sent a Get Well card on behalf of the club. He had injured his 
-hand and was out of action for. sone time. 


Proposed Recommendations L.C.C. We were advised that. ARRSRS Was a further 60 days 
for submissions for South Gippsland Study Area No.1, See article Page2. 
Library Shelves. ‘the cost of these has been donated by mombers. The work being 
done by lirs Crane who was asked to put in account for costs incurred by her. 


Greeting Cards, Decided that the club should order 500 plain white cards with the 
Duck Orchid emblem in one corner. These cards could be used for general greetings 
to members and other.clubs, Also some may be available to members to buy. 

July General leeting, As stated in Coming Events this meeting will be held at 


the G.I.A. Tea eOTa at the Yallourn Technical College buildings pigcesterord: 
Newborough,, Mr J.Harrison will discuss the subject "Petrology" 


There will be no supper at this meeting 


Notes for July Lxcursion.e 


Leaving Yallourn Primary School at 10,am. © Visit Roland Quarries and L.V.W.S.B. 
property .sece geological formations at rear of W Station. 
Leaders to be lir and Mrs Williams. 


Next. Bisiness leeting will be held Tuesday July 24th at yalioten State School. 


ALL members invited to attend these meotings to join in discussion, 


~— 


io 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Details afcontributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs I,Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840. Tel.M*l1l 342129 
General Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday cach month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN., 


ALE FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs K.Nevmham, 
P.Q,BOx 302 
Sale 3850, Tel.Sale 441046 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.iA,Rooms, Macarthur Street, Sale. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr J.Wall 
; 156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel.T'aon ~ 
741948. 
lcetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist. Friday each month at the 
City Council Reception Rooms, TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.1.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mr J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel.W'gul21565 
Meetings commence at 8, 00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the “lbert Strect State School, WARRAGUL. 


Subsreriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs E.tubcke, 
(22a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 3840. 


a6 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Iirs H.Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 622215 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists' Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs 

and should be addressed vo: Honorary Editor (lirs L.Padfield ) 


A2 Strzelecki. Road, 
Yallour. 3838. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Warragul F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday August 17th at 8.00pm. 
Speakers: : ~ Members : Dick, Nancy ad Jack, 
Subject: “Out West!" with slides. 

fxcursion: Contact Secretary for details. 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday August 17th (note change) 
Meeving: 
Speaker: Mr.McCallum from L.V.W.S.B. 


Subjects: ; 

Bud eC us ALGAE of the Gippsland area, 

Excursion: Saturday 18th 4ugust 

Meeting Places L.V.W.S.B. Laboratories Princes Highway 
east of Traralgon. Meeting at 9,00AM 


Traralgon F.N.C. 


Meeting : Friday 14thSeptember 

sere Annual Eee 

Film: cat?) 5— pokes "Tur of the Tide" (Yonservation Filn) 
Excursion: . Labertouche, Contact Secretary for deta. 1s 


The editor nust. apologise. for the error in date of 4+ueust meeting of 
. Traralgon-F.N.C. It is hoped that not too .many people were inconviienced 
by the crror. : , ; ; 


— 
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BANDED PLOVER OBSERVATIONS 

On the 6th of June ast I disturbed a Banded Plover at 10.00pm. 
Wondering what «was happening I soon discovered a nest with four eggs, however I 
could only observe these for four days . Probably these eggs were taken, - : 

In a different area a few days later a pair of Banded Plover attempted 
to get me out of their areca, I thought "more eggs" but could not find them, © 
Next day I observed a bird sitting on a small mound in the middle of a pool of 
water. There: vere another four eggs, I am afraid the little ones will get wet 
feet on-their first day out. es 
On 8th July I was in the area and tho plover were on the war path. One lone Sca- 
gull had invaded their territory and the plover promptly chased the intruder away. 


Are these early nestings usual ,or are vie to have a very early spring ?.° 


I also observe that the Red Gum Trees are bursting with very heavy bud fomnations, 
and to my knowledge this is about five to sx months early ?. 


Tom Moretti 


_. MILD AUSTRALIA vue . . 

We have been advised by the Australian Broadcasting Commission ahout their 
second series of Wild Justralia films. These are to be showm in Victoria on ae 
Tuesday nights at 8 o'clock from July 31st to September 4th inclusivee:’.... ....:. 
The series will be fgllowed by a film on crocodiles in Papua-New Guinea, and then — 
from September 18th to October 23rd by arepeat showing of the first. Wild dustralia 
series, 2 os Re Wales ky 
Not, "Albatross Island" A film record of the 1973 ABC Natural History Unit 
Expidition to .ilbatross Island off North Western Tasmania. es A° aca ana 
oe, " The Receding Wetlands", This film, shot in Arnhem Lend, describes a typical 
swamp of this region of northern Australia and the multiplicity of life sustained 
by its shallow waters. . Be Fa nc ha oh aaa 
No.3. “Antarctic Winter". ‘he first of two films, filmed at the Australian station 
of Mawson in -ntarctica. : Sey 
No.4, “Antarctic Summer", “his film records the full annual cycle of intarctica's 
aninal and plant life, begun in the prévious filn. 


No.5. " The Dininishing Rainforest " Scarcely studied and vastly undervalued, 

it is shovm in this film to be the world's most gentle forest. .. .. . . 
No.6. " The Seal Watch " This film, taken at the height of the breeding season, - 
records the annual out~haul of the 800 1b weight territorial males and their 
violent battles fer breeding territory . 

No7. "The Cxocodiles of Papua New Guinea" This film, shot in the Westem district 
of Papua New Guinea, describes the way man has adapted to living with the last 
of the truly dangerous reptiles. j 


This summary taken from information supplied by the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission for the interest of members of our Club. 
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“REPORT OF EXCURSION TO DARLIMURLA, 23rd JUNE, 1973 


- Early fog faded into a cool sunny day as we met our leaders, Mr and Mrs 
Lyndon, at the Darlimurla water reserve across from the pump house,packing 16 
cars into the track clearing. 


We. tuimed onto a side track leading uphill across a small stream, where 
Coral Fern was abundant, and on through a partly cleared area where Hard Water 
and Fishbone Forns were springing up anew through a carpet of flattened under 
growth and bark. ‘Some Rough Tree Ferms were still standing here and there.» 
Back onto the track edged with Banksia spinulosa in blossom and Giant Club Iioss. 


Ye did not have to venture far from the track to discover a fascinating 
variety of fungi, in fact most finds were along its edges. The pale green lichen 
(-a Cladonie sp.) along its banks showed minute cream coloured fruiting bodies, 
and fallen sticks carried bright yellow slime mould which melted when touched. 


liost of our discoveries were made in this areca: 


Small. yellow-green Bracket Fungi - Trametes cinnabarina 

Several pretty pale pinky-orange Coral Fungi - Clavaria 

Tiny (under 4") scarlet-capped Hygrophorus miniatus - 

Small bright yellow Cantherellus 

doltrichia oblectans with brovmy plywood pattern and dark groy wavy Cdgee 

Deep gold Hypholoma fasciculare (Sulphur—top) 

Little wine-capped Russulas 

Schizophyllun with its gills split at the edges. 

The little brovm parasols of Stropharia which always growS on manures 

Laccaria laccata- red stemmed and rufous coloured. 

¥ellow Stereums with velvety skins, somrtimes lifting into fans. 

Tiny Ilycena pullata on long stems rising from a hairy foot, and others,...- 
Leotia lubrica— little gelatinous buff coloured caps, with no gills, that. looked 
as though made of plastic. 

The Tooth "meus, Hydnum_rependun, which has spines in place of gills. ~ 
Pretty long stemmad mauve Hygrophorus Lewellinac, ; 
Collybia elegans — small brown caps in clusters, quite elegant. 


“After lunch wo moved further on to the Big Liountain Grey Gum on the | 
Little Morwell River whose banks were lined with "oft Water, Reinbow, Fan’ and 
King Forms, The more adventurous crossed the river by fallen log Bridges, but 
this arca was nuch loss productive of fungi: 


Pome Troenclla, Like white translucent golatinous convoluted lettuce leaves. 
Handsome Boletus, red—domed with yellow pores undemeath. | 
Several Cordcceps(Vegetable Caterpillar) one very small one with match-length black * 


oarmshaped fruiting body, yet to be identified(probably_C.meneristidis) 
After a welcome break for tea our marshell, lir Lubeke, expressed our thanks 


to lir and lirs Lyndon for a wnuderful day, and all wended their various ways 
homeward with the sun.still shining. is Ses 


B.Kemp 
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JUNE FUNGI 


inane 'B has been a poor month for fungi because of the cold and wet. 
mernce the -good team of hunters who, attended saturday's excursion tumed up a 
surprising number of interesting things both at the Water Reserve and round the 
ae Tree. 

pu ’ Among those collected were several Puffballs, the Lycoperdons*with central 

-chinney pore, and the Sclerodermas, which have hard yellow shells that split out. 
wards in all directions to release the spores. Someone picked up a Gedstrum, or 
Earthstar, which has two skins, one splitting outwards in star: Bhapes the ore 
forming a, spore conta ner with central chimney. 


Fungi of gelatinous consistency included the firm yellow ones on wood, 
called: Exidia; Pseudohydnum with long whitish ‘Spines on the underside; a Tremella 
with yellow mntorted massed cups, and another opaque whitish one. 

"The Coral Fimgi were well represented by colorful Clavarias and Ramarias, vith 
plenty of the pale pitkc gotton strands of Clavariadelphus around. 

Among the many gilled mushrooms members of Cortinarius and Hygrophorus were noted 
in some glorious mlors and a Single good specimen of the mauve H.lewellinii ‘was 

_ of special interest. Mr Sterkenburg's contribution, so much admired, was the 

Brick Gap, Hypholoma sublateritium, the dull bricked caps contrasting with olive 

' green gills in alovely combination. 


Vood destroyers’ there were of the Trametes, Sterium and polyporus’ and 
Schizophyllun persuasion, all. skins or large brackets on live or dead timber, one, 
a Rainbow Fungus, in especially delicate tints. I recall someone handing’ in'a fine 
clump of Pleurotus, of. the luminous family. And we found a new Cordyceps, 
probably ¢. meneristidis, mentioned in the F.N.C.V j.Handbook, although we could 
not make out the nature of its host insect. 


Thesc are just a few of the fungi to be seen in 2 poor season.s 
I would ‘Like to urge all excursionists to do their homework, so that. next time 
we will have a greater proportion of teachers to stuients on our very enjoyable 
outings. 


E.Lyndon . 


HATIVE PLANTS OF GIPPSLAND 


Mrs Thompson, a member of Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club will give a scries 
of lectures on Native Plants of Gippsland . 
Place Morwell High School ~~ | Time Prom 7.30pm. to 9.50pm 


Commencement Wednesday October 3rd. for five wecks. 
‘Fee $5.00. Class limit 20 people. 


An introduction to the wonder world of wildflowers. How to recognise them and. 

grow them in gardens, illustrated by coloured: slides, Half gey) excursion to be 

included one weekend, 

Enrolment forms available from the tion or at your Library, School etc, 
Enquiries to SCOPE P.0.Box 82. Yallourm. Tel.enquiries 622392, 
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AFRICAN WILDLIFE ADDRESS BY MR.Ji LESLIE 22nd JUNE 


'ir Leslie treated ys to a wonderful trip from “ddis Ababa dom. East Africa 
through the Wildlife Parks of Tanzania and Kenya, In this territory it is pemitted 
to travel where you will and so find the animals. In the South African Parks 
vehicles must stay on the anoretts and often the animals are missed. 


' Mr Leslie touched on the leader ship of Kenya, its tribal rule, communiic— 
ations, the distinct liability of a white skin and the Mau Mau terrorists, 
Slides depicted people in markets,coffee plantations, etc. and showed Mr Leslie 
had taken the time and effort to see and understand the people in their natural’ 
surroundings. lost of this area of Africa is 3,000 to 7,000 ft. above sealevel, 
so it is not too hot and much of it is tropical, with a good rainfall.. 


The new-build ng of "Treetops", built in 3 Cape Chestnut trees, with much 
additional propping up, has 2 living decks and an observation deck with a guard 
in attendance, Ail must be quiet once the animals commence to arrive at dusk. 
Lights are turned up to prolong the twilight. Salt is scattered near the lake to 
attract the animals and as many as 500 can be seen in one night. There are 50 
rooms with the hazards of branches at odd places throughout. Baboons are friendly 
but destructive and so must be locked out. Elephants arrive in regimental order 
with baby in the middle and the chicf smeller with trunk raised. They eat the mud 
around the lake to obtain the trace EE ee Waterbucks, Bland, Buffalo 
and many others come, . 


Thousands of acres of wildlife reserves with stiff penalties for poaching, . 
provide for the animals of Afvica, Rangers are mostly native Africans now, 
Animals are counted in photographs of a square mile taken from a plane, The number 
is then multiplied to ascertain the approx. number in the whole area. Control of 
numbers of animals is exercised to prevent over population. 


Some of the animals photographed by Mr Leslie where : — 
Giraffes — very graceful and feed on top leaves of Thorn Trees. They fight by 
standing side by side and thrashing each other with their necks,.: 


Elephants - even a charging one and a baby about 4 weeks old. 
African elephants have very large cars. 


Zebras — which are all marked “differontly. They cannot be domesticated. 


Leopards — with beautiful fur as soft as silk, There was a family in a tree with 
‘the kill secured there away from predators and scavengers. ‘he kill 
lasts 2 or 3 days because of the ventilation in the tree. 


Giraffe Deer — Beautiful small animals with ‘glossy coats and hooves. 
Oryx — Perhaps the ugliest of beasts.. 


Gazelles — Delightful animals. Thomson's Gazelle hds white bottom with black tail 
that wags all the time. 


Rhinoceros — short sighted with instinct to charge. Hom is matted hair, ~~ 
Horn used to be hollowed out for a drinking vessel which was supposed 
to prevent poisoning as the hair was said to curl up amd crack the 
vessel if it contained poison. 


co Tit Oeisters 
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ATRIGAN WILDLIFE PRS wm ntd... 


- Lions— | Hajostic animals that only HIT when huhgry. They ignore.vehicles. 
“Tn the Rift Valley is the only area in the world where the lions live in trees. 


Slides showed how relaxed and comfortable they looked there. Lions are 

located by watching herds to see if several animals are looking in oppos— 
ite direction to the feeding animals. Also vultures flying overhead 
advertise a kill. There was a. slide of an old lion that had previously 
commanded a pride, but was driven off because he could not defend ai and 
so was left to survive alone, 


Hippopotamus — Mother and baby had lain so long on the cdge of the salt lake that 
they had a high water mark on their bodies but mother would not move for 
photographers. 

Bat-eared Voxes— 35 fast that the vehicle could not get ahead of then. and SO 
had to be satisfied with photo of rear view. 


Topi. - - beautiful animals. Herd grazing looked Velie Meaceeus 


Some of the birds seen included the scavenger Maraboo Storks, which are 
large birds and yet. still nest in trees; the Crested Crane with beautiful crest 
around the head; Buffalo Weavers in hundreds in a tree showing the woven nests 
with the entrances underneath; beautiful Starlings, Bustards; Ostriches; EB and 
also white-headed vultures; Rollers, Red Bishop and othors. 

The flamingoes looked like pink waterlilies from a distance — they 2 need Sedan 
conditions of right depth of water, degree of salinity and the right species of 
blue algac. 


Apart from eyeing information about all these animals end piras, ix 
eslie interspersed his talk with personal experiences on the trip. He showed 
camping sites and equipment, related experiences with charging Rhinos and ° Eleph- 
ants,’ encounters with mischevious monkeys, using a smile as a’ means of communic— 
ation, in the clouds over.Kilomanja YO, the production of:sisal and many others, 


Mr Leslie was also present vihen the great migration of animals began to 
leave the plains of Serangetti for the foothills. Approx. 400,000 animals leave 
in very regimental order, head to tail, in three arms. One arm of the migration 
went close to the camp on Serangetti plains and the previous year the am went 
right through the camp. It is not yet known why the animals migrate at a specific 
time each year, Scientists are researching this phenomena at the present time. 


Another interesting ‘area Visited was Ngorongoro, the huge crater with 
only one track dorm to minimise poaching. It is 60 square Miles in area and 2,000 


_ft below the rim, Although it is cooler above the rim it has never been pio ved 


that any of the animals leave the crater.’ 


A camp of Masai people were also shomm.. These seople drink animal blood 


“mixed with milk, grow grain to eat but do not kill their animals although they 


eat them when the animals die. Their houses are small and built of manure with 


‘very low doorways to stop the sepals entering. Wealth is gauged by TES number 
of cows in the herd, 


We are indebted to Mr Leslie for sharing his holiday with us and we thank 
him for a very interesting evening. 


Bon Thompson 


SS 
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REPORT OF MEETING HELD FRIDAY JULY 27TH 1973 


; We were the guests of the Gippsland Institute of Ad»sanced Education at the 
Newborough Campus for the evening. Mr John Harrison a lecturer from the School 
of Engineering and Applied Science was our host for the evening. 


On arrival we entered a room which had a wonderful display of rocks of all 
shapes sizgs and colours for us to sec. There were several mathematical models 
which had the same shape as some crystals. Members found these most interesting. 
Here we were given notes describing Geological formations and diagrams illustrat- 
ing then. lenbers would find these notes useful for further reading after the 
meeting and excursion. 


At 8.00pm a short meeting was held after which Mr Moretti formally introduced 
Mr Harrison to us. there were three short films in the form of slide sets, 
These showed us many geological forms, and the effects of the elements on our 
mountains, vivers and generel landscape. Views of the Yolorado River and Monunent 
Valley in the U.S.A. showed how these unusual shapes of rocks were formed over 
the ages. 


Mix Harrison then told us something of the chemical composition of certain 
rocks. is aspect we found interesting md worthy of some further study on our 
part. In this technological age we must-know these things. 


Discussion on the Igneous Rocks, Sedimentary and Metamorphic Rocks took place. 
We would sce cxamples of these rocks on the cxcursion the following day. 


Question time’ took place over a cup of tea which was kindly arranged for us 
in the staff roon, lir Harrison seemed to be kept busy with the people who asked 
questions, 


We were pleased to welcome some new members at this meeting. 
Mir Moretti. thanked Mr Harrison for his time and the work he had done to make 
this evening an cnjoyable and informative one for us all, A 


REPORT OF EXCURSION HELD SATURDAY JULY 28TH 19735 


The .cxcursion was led by lir and’ Mrs Willians members of L.V.P.N.Ce. 
Mrs Williams had prepared notes on the geortogy of the areas. which were to be | 
visited, also a time scale for reference and a map of the Latrobe Valley showing 


the situations of the various geological phenomena, 


The first stop was along the Latrobe River near the Pumphouse, Here there is 
Jurassic-conglonerate, consisting of pebbles and boulders up to 6" -8" across. 


Further along the river Silurian Sandstones could be scen. This deposition 
took place on the edge of what is called the Yallourn Monocline 


Upstream fron this point where the dan wall hes been built is what is known as the 
Latrobe River Gorge. We can see how the river has beon forced to cut its way 


through the rising lands there, 
contd. .pp7 
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"REPORT OF EXCURSION JULY 28th contd, . 
Duec..to. a nisunderstanding the wrong one was visited, but it was none the less 
interesting. During the Eocene — Oligecene periods ictoria was a relatively 
unstable areca of volcanic activity and carth novenents. Lavas spread out fron 
fissures and spread out to form lava plains. The extensive ‘lava flow(referred 
.to ‘as ‘the "older basalts") could be seen to perfection at the quarry face. - 
The volcanic soil derived fron the basalts forms the rich potato growing soils 
in the South Gippsland Hills, 


THI QUARRY. “There are two quarries along the road as the party soon: discovered. 


Quarry Road lookovt, Baw Baws were discussed as an exanple of the enplacenent 
during the Upper Devonian period of granite and granodiorite , and now remains 
as an upfaulted remnant of an erosion platforn which existed nany thousands of 
feet above the present level of the land. PP peas eee 
Fron the Lookout it.is possible to get an overall picture of the structure: of 
tne Latrobe Valley ; ; 


. - Boola Area. These sedinentary beds once laid horizontally under shallow seas 
‘but are now steeply tilted and give an idea of the trenendous force involved in 
the folding process.iirs Willians discussed the use of small aninal fossils knovm 
as Graptolites in dating rocks. ; ot 
Turther along the road the junction between the Silurian and the Jurassic may be 
soen, This is m outstanding exposure of Jurassic conglomerate referred~-to-~as 
basal. conglonerate, “his superb face is a geological highlight of Victoria, 

Jin Poterson's Menorial Caim is opposite this face across the deeply entren- 
ched Tyers River, SN Cet dee Mn Tore cae bea Seen 


Tae Line Kilns on the East branch of the Tyers River. were opened in 1927 
and the line used in naling nortar. The rock is fossiliforous linestone of Siluro 
Devonian age. Fossils in the linestone include corals, sea jilies(crinoids) ana 
brachiopods(a shell fish) preserved as liminite which has taken the place of the 
original shell, twee Tamar) : me 


The Yallouzn North’ Open Cut and Rintoul's Creck Road were not visited ir 


The South. Gippslasd Hills. These areas could be seen fron the Quarry lookout. 
Toy ahvo. been described as an excellent example of naturely dissected block . 
mountains. The Balcok Lobe{the Jeeralangs etc) were seen aswere the hilis formed 
along the Carrajung Monocline being steeper because of the edging of Older Basalts 
compared with the nore gently sloping hills on the Yallourn Monocline underlain 
by folded sedinentary beds. : 


lirgs Williotis has said that she and Mr Willians enjoyed themselves on the excursion. 
and hoped that they were able to show club metibers sone of the outstanding 
seological features of the areas visited. Thus helping us to an appreciation of 
the fascinating study of geology. 


L.Padficla 


This article has been prepared fron jnfornation supplied by lirs Willians , but 
the author nust accept responsibility for any errors or inaccurate statenents 
as her knowledge of geology is linited ,but nay be inproved after reading the 
notes supplied. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING HELD 24th JULY 1973 


Wild Australia. Details gf these programmes were received from the -lustralian 
Broadcasting Commission. Summary on Page 1 of L.V.Naturalist. 


Discussion on arrangements for July meeting and excursion, 


Business Meetings. js this was the third meeting held at the State School and 
only four members took the opportunity to attend, it was decided to once more 
hold these meetings at the homes of members. 

Any member is welcome to attend these mectings ifthey are interested in the 
business side of the club, or if they have any matter for discussion, 


Next Business liecting will be held at the home of Mr and Mrs Lubcke ,122aHelen 
Street, Morwell on Monday August. 13th. 


General Meeting in dugust will have a change in date to 17th Angust . 
urther. details of meeting and excursion on front cover inside page. 


Frying. Duck Orchid Cards. “he committee have had a number of cards printed with 
our ovm notif in the corner. These will be available to members at a small cost 


'if they wish to purchase any . 


Several enquiries from people interested in the club a¢tivities. 
The Secretary has sent details of our club to these people. 
Land ,Conservation Council. 


The Ctub Qubmission has been completed for the Rosedale block, 


Conservation Council of Victoria, Details of the First quarterly mecting held 
Friday June 29th were received from Mr Brooks. These items available from the 
Secretary for perusal. 


Supper Roster for meeting 4ugust 17th. Tyers Ladies 


Morwell National Park. Recently some of L.V.F.N.C.members noticed that there had 
cen sone ‘damage caused to the park by trail bike riders, 


his matter wes discussed and decided to write to the Moxvwell "hire Council to 
ask if a fence could be constructed to stop these intruders: “oe have had a reply 
from the council and are hopeful that something can be done, with the help of the 
morwell “hire and the National Parks Service who have also been informed of the 


situation. 
A copy of the National Parks Service annual Report states that the park is in 


good condition, but the removal of Native forest and understory on private . 


‘land adjacont to the habitat of Gunn's epiphytic orchid is viewed with concem 


The Morwell‘ shire have co-operated with the “ational Parks Service in inp ving 
fire breaks, access and walking tracks. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Details ofcontributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valloy F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs I,.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840. Tel.M*11 342129 
General Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday cach month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 


SALE FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs K.Nevmhan, 
P.0.BOx 302 
Sale 3850. Tel.Sale 441046 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W..i.Rooms, Macarthur Street, Sale. 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mx J.Wall 
: 156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel.T*gon 
741948. 
licetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist. Friday each month at the 
City Council Reception Rooms, JRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL T'.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel.W'gul21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the “lbert Street State School, WARRAGUL. 


Subsreriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurers 
Mrs I.lubcke, 
{22a Helen Street, 
Morwell, 3840. 


Fd 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Iirs H.Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 622215 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists' Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed tos Honorary Editor (irs L.Padficld ) 
42 Strzelecki. Road, 
Yallourn. 3838. 
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COMING. TS 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday 21st September 
Speaker: Max Ian MePonaid 
" Wirilda Project * 
Excursions; Sunday 23rd. "eptember. Meeting at the 


Tyers River Bridge on the Tyors Yallourn 
North Road at 10.30 ale 


ATROBE VALLEY FNC. 


Meeting: Friday 28th “q@ tember 
Speeders. . Mr N. Vincent 
mt " Birds of East Gippsland” 
Excursion: Saturday 29th September to the Sale area 
Meet at Traralgon Methodist Church 
10.00 ams 
Special Excursion: October 13th 14th to Wilsons Promontary 


Camping for the weekend. 


TRARALGON FNC. 


Meeting: Friday 5th October 
Speakers Mrs J.Johnstone 

" Birds and their environment " 
Excursion: Valencia Creck or Stoney Creek 


further details from Secretary 


—— anneal 
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REPORT OF THE SALE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB ANNUAL MEETING 


Another successful year for the club was.reported by the president Mr Peter 


Turner, at the annual meeting on “riday 3rd. august. 


Membership continued to increase, and the variety of natural history subjects 
and excursions maintained. ; 


_ The club made submissions for the preservation of the "Holey P.ains" South 
Gippsland area, supported by personal submissions from almost all the individual 
members, also the Mitchell River dam at Taberabbra, and the retention of the 
Latrobe River for Gippsland. 


The Secretary Mrs Ken Newmhan, gave a list of the years activities in her 
report. Guest speakers were ~~ Mr Fred ogers, " Acacias ", 


. Miss Jean Galbraith "Plants of the Coastal Area ", Mrs Lyndon "Fungi", 


Mr Gaulton tt Latrobe Valley Coal Measures"; Mz A,yoolcock "Meteorology ", Po 
Mr Don Sanders "The Mitchell River Gorge ", MrColin Chalmers" Cape Barren Geese", 


: Mr John Leslie " Natural History of Africa" , 


Th¢é nine field excursions were well supported. 


A number of working bees were organiged to maintain and plant more native 
trees in the. Club's Arboreteum near Lake Guthridge. Now thatwater has been piped 
to the area, it has made it much easier tO water the trees, as previously all the 
water had to be carried in buckets across the road from Lake Guthridge. 
52 trees were planted during the year, These were donated by Dr and Mrs Fitzpatrick 
Mr Ken Nevmham, Mrs Lyndon, Mrs P,fndrews, Mr Duncan, Cathrym “llan, Mr Jamison 
and. Mr and lirs L.Nevmham. ‘ HE 


..O0ffice bearers were appointed for 1973 - 74. 


President: Mr Peter Tummer  — Vice Presidents, Dr D. Fitzpatrick 
: Mr J.Smith - 

Secretary lirs Ken Newnham. Treasurer Mrs R.Webb 

Librarian Mrs D. Fitzpatrick P.R.Officer Mrs Len Neymham 


Thanks to Mrs Enid Nevmham for these notes, 


REPORT ON THR SALE F.N.C EXCURSION SUNDAY 5TH AUGUST 1973 


It was a fine sunny day and 25 members assembled at Kernot Hall at Yalloum, 
There we met our leader, Mr Gaulton a geologist from the S.E.C., and he escorted 
us to the information centre. Here were a number of specimens of fossils in coal 
and models of the Yallourn and Moxwell areas. 


‘The types of fossils found in the coal gccording to the labelled samples were 
"Fossilised iganthis Wood" knovm as Kauri Pine -- Fossilised "Phyllocladus Wood" 
known as Celery Top Pine, Leaves of the "Oj7éites"species and bark and resin, 
There was also a specimen of xight brow coal, thought to contain. Uucalyptus 
pollen, 


@ ntdeece. PP 2 
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SALE F.N.C. EXCURSION @ Niderco 


From the information centre we travelled to the open cut and drove dom to 
look at the coal seam. It was a very interesting place, and we were told the over 
burden which had been removed varied in thickness from 100 to 300 ft. according 
to the’ locality. The coal seam also varied in thickness, some parts being up to 
200 ft,. thick, Beneath the cyal is a grey clay. 


Members then walked alomg the coal face and dug out specimens of fossils. 
It was easy to see the bark of trees, the grain in the wood, the leaves and tirigs, 
and even what looked like tiny cones or seeds. 
It was almost four o'clock before everyone finished their collecting. 


We all enjoyed the excursion, but many of us felt we would like more infoim- 
ation about the types of vegetation existing during the Oligocene and Miocene 
periods, not only in the Latrobe Valley, but in Gippsland, 


Enid Nevmham 


ADDRESS ON ALGAE BY MR, STUART MC_CALLUM 18th AUGUST 1 


The Latrobe Valley * Water and Sewerage Board Water Quality Laboratory 
has the role of controlling and monitoring the water quality in the Valley and ~ 
district. There are three main sections of the laboratory :— 

The Chemical, pollution and biology sections. 


The chemical section is concerned mainly with testing water for suitabil— 
ity. for drinking and industrial use. This necessitates comprehensive testing 
to detect levels of physical and chemical properties in the water. 

The physical properties can be caused by organisms or suspended matter while. the 
chemical properties are caused by acids, salts, metals, etc, entering the watere 


dnalysis of other substances are carried out for industry or agriculture, 
sg. and ysing pine needles for APM for fertilizer application or soil analysis 
for trace elements, etc, 


The pollution section is concemed with testing samples of waste disposal 
and air pollution for E,P.A. licenses. 


The biology section deals with bacteria and algae, Testing for bacteria 
msures safety of water supplies as it is a check against © ntamination by faecal 
matter. Because E.coli, bacteria live only a short time in water and faecal. strep- 
tococci. will endure much longer, these can be an indication of the length of time 


since pollution occured. Algae counting enables the identification of types of 
plankton - some beneficial, some harmful or some of nuisance value. 


Gy und water is mostly clean but surface waters are subject to pollution 
and consequent growth of bacteria, fungi and di gae. Some algae release metabol— 
ites causing taste and odours, others clog filters, cause large floating mats,’ 
form slimos onroservoir walls or block pipes, while othors are toxic to cattle, 
fish and birds. 


contd ppF 


eS 


Latwbe Valloy Naturalist --.- «($}-————~Essueo_No117 Sceptomber 1973 


~Address‘on Algac_ contd.. 


Limiting factors to the growth of algac are turbidity and water movement 
in tho rivers. This restricts light which restricts growth of algac. 
But in reservoirs, where turbidity settles and water is quiet, the sunlight ponc— 


. trates and growth develops, jilso shape and size of reservoir, type of soil and 


climate can all be important limiting factors. 


Algac are microscopic single celled: plants containing chlorophyll in one 
or more of its forms. They rmge in size from two microns to the large kelp of © 
the sca but most are 20 — 30 microns in size — still not visible to the naked oye. 


Algae are-essential to life in rivers and lakes providind a source of 
food for crustacea, insect larvae, worms, fish, etc. Chlorophyll enables dlgac 
to use the energy from the sun to combine carbon dioxide and water to form starch 
and oxygen. Without plants that contain chlorophyll animals would have neither 
food to eat nor oxygen to breathe. 


There are 7 phyle (or large families) of algae with many genera and still 
more specics. Just as we have with the higher flowering plants. 
Mx McCallum illustrated many differing genera end oxplained their properties and 
the problems some of them cause. Algae are sampled by net, a 1 litre volume is 
filtered through fine sand and examined under a microscope. Any unfamiliar types: 
have to be identified by using a key. } 


Tormship water is often supplied from small rivers that have run through 
areas of intensive grazing and fertilization and finishes up in small shallow 
reservoirs. The silts drop out: allowing the Tight to penetrate and the water to 
warm and so algal growth develops, Growths can be treated but few algicides 
exist. that are toxic only to the troublecausing species. Copper sulphate is used 
and results in heavy reduction in the number of algae present, However the copper 
jis precipitated rapidly and it is often the unwanted species that returm quidcly 
and use up the available nutrients, preventing the more desireable species from 
growing. ‘1gac are not the cause of the problem, they increase because of the in- 
flow of nutrients which stimulate blooming. 
Catchnent management is required to ensure thatpollution cannot a ter the reservoir 
Tt is important that run off fron fertilized fields and washings from dairy farms 
do not enter the catchment area. Some factors effecting the formation of a gal 
blooms ‘are salinity, wind, acidity, temperature, light and nutrients. 


Yor the biologist, algae are a valuable indicator of the atate of a body 
of water — a high a}gal count generally means more enriched or polluted water. 
The chlow phyll in the algal ceil can also be used as an index, 


Mgae and other aquatic vegetation can be used as a means of removing the 
nutrients from a body of water, as they abs rb phosphates and nitrates. 
The growth can then be removed by filtering and used as stock feed or other 
sources of protein, 

Es he Bon_Thompson 


eh LLC LEAL OLLI 
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WIUTER DAY AT KANGAROO ISLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


Adelaide Airport before davm on 14th June 1972. Driving rain. A sone ina 
bumpy trip to Kangaroo Island with occasional brief glimpses of the ocean through 
broken cloud and rain squalls. Once over the Island we could see a sodden land— 
scape with muddy streams and dams. A couple of runs over the airstrip before ~ 
vision good enough for the plane to land. Some time later we leamed that. the 
guest house mamager on the Island arranging the day trip had rung the airport to 
see if a plane was really braving the weather and coming over? 


Bleak scene outside the airport, A few hardy _Bucalyptus ficifolia néar 
the. car park and banks of scrub visible in the mist of shrouded distance, 
Soon an 18 mile bus trip to American River, Six passengers rattling along in an 
airways bus built for forty. Two of them highly delighted with the amount of *bird- 
life and wildflowers they saw. Plover and Ibis, a Common Myna, White-faced Herons, 
Silver Gulls and Terns once we rrached the coast and “wans. On this short drive 
we were able to recognise quite a number of flowers and shrubs already known to 
us... Correas, both red and green,( we later learnt there are five species found 
on the Island in a variety of colours), Cassythe melantha over many of the shrubs, - 
Banksias — both marginata and omata grow in this area, Grass—trees, Wild Irish- 
man, two plants.are knowm by this name, Petrophile multisecta and Esopogon cera to- 
phyllus. “lso Sheoaks, several Acacias, Sedges, Ti-trees and Bucalypts. 
There were Meldleucas flowering, Box thorns and Boobialla, Soursob( Oxalis Coens) 
and: Burrs. gome of the soils appeared to be limestone, with clays and patches of 
ironstone pellets on the surface. 


At American Hiver there were sandstones bordering the beach with ti-trees 
framing the views across the bay. Pittosporum and Acacia pycnantha were seen. 
We here transferred to a smaller vehicle and were Soon travelling towards Seal 
Bay. Along the roadsides we saw Red Correa, White Heath, Bell Heath, Goodenia, 
Hakeas, a Pimélea some three feet tall, more Dodder, There were parrots, two 
Mountain duck, Magpies and Kmgaroos. 


'* Sheltered among the sand dunes at Seal Bay we found quite a. number of the 
Hair Seals for which this area is famous. Some were alone, some in pai.rs of a 
female. suckling her pup, and there were family groups — a bull and his harem: and 
their young. Of this latter group one female was most belligerent in chasing us 
away while the much larger and battle scarred bull continued dozing in the SUN. 
The. crests and sides of the dunes were well clothed with Coastal Saltbush (Atriplex 
paludosa), New Zealand Spinach (Letragonia tetragonoides), and pig face~ both the 
Aneular and the Round Leaved, while the valleys between were bare sand where’ the 
seals sheltered. At this Susi we also saw Flame Heath and a prostrate Correa, 

MBS, wind so wild and cold that we did not stay long. 


Our next. stop was at the Kelly Hill Caves where a variety of Bucalypts 
and smaller shrub growth gave shelter from the wind. There was a native pigeon 
sighted, Wattle Birds in the trees, and Cape Barren Geese in a nearby peacocks 
ibe the’ course of the walk to the cave entrance we found Native Aster (Oleari 

rudis), Clematis mycrophylla , Dianella revoluta, Hardenbergia violacea, Tanasts 
petalocalyx, a Baeckia and Bracken. 

Although not extensive the caves were attractive with their varied formations, 


contd.. oo ePD 5 
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WINTER DAY AT KANGAROO ISLAND contd... 


Irom the caves we went on to the Minders Chage Fauna and Mora Reserve. 
In the cleared areas there were dozens of Kangaroos, Rmus, and Cape Barren Geese 
feeding together in their om groups. The road led on through thick bush to our 
first stop in the Chase at Cape de couedic where from the base of the lighthouse | 
we could look out across the Casuarina Islets ( or the Bmthers ), two low islands 
with sparse flattened growth on their surfaces. From the lighthouse a painted 
trail led over the pitted limestone to the extremity of the cape where we climbed — 
down the cliff and along its side to look through the spectacular Admiral's Arch. 
Blackened stalactites hung from its roof forming an impressive frame to the wild 
seas breaking against the cliffs to the west. The three distinct types of week 
iin the formation were easily seen —- limestone above, softer eroding sandstone 
which had worn away to form the arch, and a darker harder base rock. ‘rom here we 
could look Last around the the cliffs to the Remarkable Rocks. ees are a collect- 
ion of huge granite boulders eroded into fantastic shapes as they sit) atop a huge 
dome shaped mound of granite. “hen we reached them we were warmed not to venture 
on the seaward side of the rocks for fear the wind plucked us from our footholds 
and flung us into the sea below. Our next stop was at a more sheltered place at 
Rocky River where we gaw Koaly.s and fed the bread and butter left from our lunch 
to the Kangaroos. Many of them appeared to be females with young, in their ined diaSis 
but not a joey did we see. 


The route back to American River took us along the West Ind Highway which 
divides Flinders Chase from farming land, and then along the Pyayford Highway 
roughly across the centre of the island. 4] though none of the Island is over 
1000 £t. above sea level this road gave us views, between showers, over the valley 
of :the Cygnet River to the North and over farmlands to the South. Through out the 
day we were impressed by the way theroadsides had not been sera ed bare but had 
been left with attractive wild edges which also formed windbreaks for the farms. 
Likewise clearing of the farms for pasture had been done in such a way as to leave 
thick shd ter belts of native growth along mony fence lines. 


While we vai tel for dinner at American River we took a quick wagk along 
the windy foreshore and were rewarded by the sight of four pelicans floating on 
the water and over a dozen more wheeling overhead. These latter soon landed on 
the inet and the whole formed an elegant flotilla in the fading light, 
The weather had been improving all day and there were broken clouds and no roin 
when we returned to the airport. Once airborne it was a treat to watch the plane's 
shadow thrown by the almost full moon as we left this fascinating Island. 


Tulalie Brewster 


_Latrobe Valley HTaturalist ie (6) Issue Noe117 September 1973 © 


" THE VOYAGH OF THE BEAGLE ® 


ears have just enjoyed reading " The Voyage of the Beagle ' by Charles Daxwin 
edi. ted by Millicent E.Selsam. The " Beagle " with Charles Darwin on board left 
ne aad England on 27th. December 1831 and returned to Falmouth on 2nd. Octo ber 
1836. ; 


The following extract is from larrin's account of a journey from Sydney 
to Bathurst taken with one man and two horses. : $ 


4 The trees nearly all belong to one family, and mostly have their leaves 
placed in a vertical, instead of, as in Europe, in a nearly horozintal position: 
The foliage is scanty, and of a peculiar pale green tint, without any gloss,: — 
Hence the woods appear light and shadowless: this although a loss of comfort to © 
‘the. traveller under the scorching rays of summer, is of importance to the farmer, — ( 
as.it allows grass to grow where it otherwise would not. The leaves are not shed. 
periodically: this character appears common to the entire southern hemisphere, 
nm cly South America, Australia, and the Cape of Good Hope. . Fs 
The inhabitants of this hemisphere, and of the inter—tropical regions, thus lose 
perhaps one of the most glorious, though to our eyes common, spectacles in the 
world — the first: bursting into full foliage of the leafless tree. 

They may however, say that we pay dearly for this by having the land mvered with — 
mere skeletons for so many months. ‘his is too true; but our senses thus acquire 

a keen relish for the exquisite green of the spring, which the eyes of those living 
within the tropics, sated during the long year with the gorgeous productions of 
those glowing climates, can never experience, ee 

The greater number of the treés, with the exception of some of the blue-gums, do 
not: attain a large size; but they grow tall and tolerably straight, and stand 

well apart. The bark of some of the eucalypti falls annually, or hangs dead in 
long shreds which swing about in the wind, and give to the woods a desolate and 
untidy appearance ,." 


Those of us who have experienced a northern spring will know just what 
he means when he peaks of "one of the most glorious spectacles in the world". ( 


Kathleen Eve. 
Warragul F.N.C. 


eee yh OR em 


REPORT OF EXCURSTOM T.V.P.N.C. August 19th 1973_ 


Highteen members met at. the Latrobe Valiey Water and Severage Board 
laboratories at 9.00am, Mr McCallum had collected some pond water for examination 
through the Stereo-microscope. This. instrument gives three di mensional vision _ 
and although it was used at only 25 magnification several specimens of pond life 
were observed moving about in the petrie dish. One tiny crustacea had red spots 
on which proved to be ared algal parasite. i 


Some of the meters explained included the Ultra Violet Spectro—photometor 
which registered the results on a graph papor and was used to detect the presence 
of salts after the water had been suitably prepared, 


contd pp7 


Latrove Valley Naturalist (7) Issue No 117 S@ tenber 1973 


REPORT’ O} OF EXCURSION AUGUST 19th contd... 


The Atomic Abso tion Spectrophotometer used the different atomic structure of 
elentnts to register their wavelength absorption and so denote their prescence, 
Different lamps were used to detect different metal elements. In this instrument 
the elements characteristic wavelength is absorbed by atomic vapour generated in 

a hot flame and the resulting flame registers the result. 

Another rieter detected sulphur dioxide or other gases in the air. : 

The pH meter detected the pH content or acidity of the water. The Conductivity 
meter used the fact that the greater number of ions present in the water the’ “‘Breat— 
er its ability to @nduct electricity. 

The: Tux Turbidity meter recorded material in suspension in the water. 


There were several very delicate and precise balances enclosed in their 
own individual glass cases, and a small furmace for drying out samples. 


Winally we entered the Bacteriology Laboratory with its several " ovens" 
to keep specimens at temperatures of 37 deg. C. or 44 deg, C. and a refrigerator 
set at 22 deg. C. as the most beneficial temperature for the eB of gener 
baqverta for bacterial counts of water, 


There were. also specimens of a specific species of a detrimental bacteria. » 


The time passed very rapidly asd far too soon it was time to thank 
Mr McCallum most sincerely and to make our departure. 


The excursion eecceded to the Glengarry area to inspect canoe trees, 
Two of these were Rivezx Red Gums and one was a Yellow Box. A pause was made. at the 
Cowvarr Weir where a number of JRE were observed. 


Lunch was at Stoney Creek under inclement conditions. However as the: 
weather cleared ,a walk up the creek resul sed in finding a Lyrebird's nest cont 
aining a chick, Many birds were active among the flowering Eucalyptus polyanthemos 
(Red Box) and the Long-leaved Waxflower, Eriostemon myoporoides, was in blooite 


The final discovery for the day was a White-vinged Chough's mud nest high 
up ina tree. It was a big nest but Cayley states that three or more birds help 
to build the mest and two females may lay in the same nest. 


Bon Thompson 


AA AA EL EC 


Mrs Thompson has prepared two other articles referring to algae and the talk 
of Ir McCallum. Spyce does not permit the printing of these in this issuc. 
The October issue of L.V.Neturalist will contain these articles. 


Thank you Mrs Thompson for the time taken in the preparation of these articles. 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MERTING HELD 13th AUGUST 1973 


There were 10 apologies for this meeting. 


Subscription to Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association to be paid 
Four.Dollars is the amount for this club, 


Final arrangenents made for meeting August 24th and excursion August 25th. 


Holiday for the Editor 

Decided to call fora volunteer to type the Naturalist while Mrs Padfield is on 
holiday. during * September and October, 

Mrs Puckey is willing to do this. 

Contributors to Naturalist. If you have any copy for the October issue please 
send to lirs Puckey, 5 Brown Street, Trafalgar. 

We hope this is not an inconvenience for yous 


Wilsons Promontary Camping weekend October 13th ,14th. 

This will be an enjoy yourself weekend, no formal leader appointed. 

Expected that somc of our South. Gifpsdand members might attend. 

Members attending this weekend to please note NO DOGS OR CATS ALLOWED IN abe 
PARK, NO: GUNS, NG FLOWERS To BE PICKED. 


There should be a profusion of flowers for all to see and photograph. 
Next-Gm eral liccting, September 28th. Mr Norm Vincent from Baimmsdale will sp oak 
on Birds of Hast Gippsland, 


Mr Vincent will join in excursion the folloying day. 
Members to mect at the Traralgon Methodist “hurch at 10.00 am. 


, Noxt Business Mecting will be held Tuesday September 25th at the home of the 
President lir Moretti 131 Princes St Traralgon commencing 7.30pm. 

Any.member welcome’ at these mectings to take part in the discussion or bring any 
imporgant matter to the notice of the Committee. 


Supper: Roster September < 28th Mrs Wall Mrs Tate 


Members are asked’ to bring any suggestions for speakers or excursions to tho next 
meeting as the programme for 1974 will be under discussion soon. 
We would like to hear about any interosting subjects members would like, but they 


must be connected with Natural.History intcrests. 


So put of your thinking caps} ¢ 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 


Details afcontributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs I,Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840, Tel.M*1l1l 542129 
General llectings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday cach month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN., 


SALE FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs K.Nevmhan, 
P.0,BO0x 302 
, Sale 3850. Tel.Sale 441046 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist Friday each month 
at the C.W.A,Rooms, Macarthur Street, Sale. 


TRARALGON P.N.C. 
Honorary Secrotary: Mr J.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844, Tel.T*aon 
741948. 
licetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist: Friday each month at the 
City Council Reception Rooms. TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL T.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mz J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul , 3820. Tel.W'gul21563 
Mectings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each nonth 
at the “lbert Street State School, WARRAGUL. 


Subsreriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs H.Lubcke, 
122a Helen Street, 
Morwell. 3840. 


isn + 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact liirs H, Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 622215 


a 
The LATROBE VALLEY. NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists* Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs 


members of ot4 Clue 
and should be addressed to: Honorary Editor (Mxs L.Padfield ) 
42 Strzelecki. Road, 
Yallourn. 3858. 
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COMING EVENTS 
WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
Meeting: Priday, October 2nd 
Speakers: Mr. & Mrs. Joe Dowling 
-Excursion: Sunday, October 21. 


Details from Secretary. 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Meeting: Friday, October 26th 
Speaker: Mr. W. Cane 
"Roob Rob" CinnamonFingers 
Excursion: Please note change of date for 
excursion —-£ctober 28th, to 


Avon Chann¢gl Country. 


Traralgon F.™.C. 

Meeting: Triday, November 2nd 
_ Films: 
Exeursion: Burgoynes Gap 
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ACROSS THE NULLABOR AUGUST 1972 


. On-a perfect summery morning we pulled out of the big town of Port Augusta 
on the head of Spencer Gulf, with the sun behind us and the bumpy ribbon of bit~ 
umen running away through the saltbush plain, 


" The shining plain that is said to be 
The dvied up bed of an inland sea." 


v~otted all over the land were the little umbrella-shaped trees of the 
Western Ifyall, (Acacia sowdenii) , and soon ig lated flat—topped mountains were 
cropping up ahead. Out to the left iay Whyalla ond In Knob, md ahead lay miles 
and miles of wheatlands end mallee right across the top of Eyre Peninsula, 291 
miles to Ceduna. Picturesque country, well clothed in a variety of bushes and 
shrubs, spinifex ridges or native pines; somewattles flowering, plenty of bird . 
life. Recent rains hod made the Kimba people happy and they seemed to be revelling 
ain the warm sunshine that we imagined to be usual there. : 


Curious little greenish yellow Paddymelons lay all along the road edges; 
Cucumis myriocarpus is a South African introduction end when the vine withers away 
the ripe fruits lie round on the sand. Occasionally we passed dark pink Bownia 
like bushes. "“Wetl] stop at the next one " we said. But somehow we nevor did, 
“hen the road roan alongside the railway and made a doublereserve of pleasant mallee 
it greatly added to our enjoyment. We were in Ceduna in late aftermoon, with the 
hot sun reflecting off the steely waters of Denial Bay. 


A good nights rest by the sultry sea set us on our way to Pmong, where 
we said goodbye to the bitumen, ond we hoped, the wheat, Now began the gravel, 
the first fifty miles not too bad at all, We now crossed tr cattle grids and were 
strongly reminded of our Victorian high country. Small open plains andvistas of 
grass ringed with what could easily be Snowgum; ridges of yellowish rocks pushed 
up along the edge of the road; we could have easily have been heading for Mt Howitt 
The illusion was very strong at times. 


Soon we were entering the 1400 square miles of Yalata Aboriginal Reserve 
and passing by its head station, Colona. The travk, sorry, the Eyre Highway, cross- 
ed some sandhills and the trees became taller. The country is said to garry 10 to 
25 sheep to the square mile, depending on the season, but this was a very dry year, 
A small party of blacks loomed up, standing in the centre of the road, waving boom 
erangs they hoped to’ sell. Tourists who tish to trade are advised to come into th9 
mission headquarters, so we drove steadily on. The lady leapt to safety just in 
time. The screeches that followed us did not sound very complimentary. 


he track now went from bad to worse to absolutely terrible as the day 
Wore on. The corrugations and bars of hard pan made everything jump and rattle, 


' shudder and judder, till it became very trying indeed, even with frequent changes 


of driver and reviving cups of tea. Now we were on the famous plain itself with 
the snowy line of sand dunes visible, like a low cloudbank, at the very head of 
the Bight. An endless plain of myall and saltbush stretching east, west and north 
to the horizon, Now we were passing the gate of White Wells out—station and would 
have liked to go dovm to the sea where it is bounded by the 200 to 20 foot cliffs 
at the edge of the plain. At no time was there any completely treeless desert. 


ee ee a ee ee en... Leelisine lorries ee ee ee a 
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If onelooked. closely..the whitened skeletons of the myalls were always present, 
They are a vanishing race, no regeneration is possible where sheep, cattle, rabbits, 
and some kongaroos are all competing for the scanty herbage. 


.-:, The shed tanks came and went. In earlier days the tanks were underground, 
thatched vith myall and mallee against evaporation. Today the huge containers 
stand above ground under the shade of wide catchmmt roofs, securely netted against 
vandals. Mmy travellers camp by these tanks and the state of the surrounds can be 
best left to the readers imagination. Colonies of Welcome Swallows lived jin the 
vid nity, dashing up to take advantage of fleeting puddles left under the water 
taps, Perhaps the commonest deses-t bird, beside the Crows. 


- Oneof the most.interesting animals of the plain is the Hairy—nosed Wombat 
a gregarious creature that lives in large colonies with cosy little runways bet— 
ween. They throw up heaps of yellow gravel, but go go the road workers who are . 
always poking at the soil looking for good road netal. However, towards evening 
we saw the animals lying out in the wam sun taking their ease before the night's 
hunt for food. lMmy of them are killed by fast traffic, as ame the kangaroos. 
These too we sav at dusk, standing tall and majestic above the low herbage. . 
Near Nygllabor station is a group of tell Tuart. guns (E. @mphocephala)md one . - 
vonders: why nore of these sturdy eucalypts havent been planted in such shadeless 
land, The Tuart is used throughout West and South Justralia as shade on. the sea- 
front and: apparently thrives in dy sand, In the southwest of W.A. it becomes a 
negnificent forest giant and the remaining remnant of the Tuart forest has been . 
preserved. The Nullcdor Plain is largely hollow beneath the surface crust of rock. 
and many momous caves are knowm, somewith very deep underground lakes. 
So far.as I know, they are not oper to the-general public as yet. 


We publed off the. road this evening and camped anong the myalls, a night 
of brilliant moonlight and black shadows, and a strange strong smell of sheep, 
sone 55 miles. short of the West Australian border, 


EL on 


emt 


5 fray _PACTERTAL COUNTS ¥ 
Notes from reports: by State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. 
~., Water samples are prepared for bacterial counts by mixing 15 nil of agar with 
| mil of vwater.sample and this mixture is incubated. 


Bacterial counts are carried out for three main purposes. 

1. Plate Counts at 22 deg.C. and 37 deg.C. 
Natural harmlco ss water bacteria nultiply freely between 20 and 30 deg. C.. 
The greater the concentration of organic natter im the water the more bacteria 
will grow on a 22 deg. C. plate. me 


on td... 
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BA CTERTAL COUNTS ontd.., 


parasite UaeLeee and -bactéria from soil and fagces multiply best around 
37 deg.C. Such bacteria will survive for a certain length of time in a water 
supply although they co not multiply frecly at 57 deg.0 


In both these counts individual specics axe not i identificd, but a total count is 
made of each group. 
There is no definable levol at which counts become unacceptable, ie factors 
must be considered :-- natuze of sample, water usage, and if lake or river, rate 
of flow etc. 


2.Coliform Count ~ Coliforms ( a group of bacteria ) grow naturally in 
the intestines of animais, birds and humans, Because they can be associated with 
pathogens (bacteria or virus that cause discase }, any nember of this group det~ 
ected in drinking water is of possibly sanitary significance. 
Ideally there should be zero coliforms in drinking water, but this is usually only 
possible in chlorinated supply. Diseases from intestinal pathogens pass readily 
from man to man via water born bacteria but nov fron aninals to birds to man via 
water. 


344 Petia Cousin Coun’ ~ Ee Coli. is generally not a pathogen in its natural env— 
apten Tt is the nost frequent intestinal coliform and its presence is the 
ost sensitive indicator of faecal contamination. Its life span is the sane as 
that’ of the councn water bom pathogens. #.Ce7*, count: does not differentiate among 
bird, animal or human origins of faecal contamination. 


Bon Thompson 


ALGAW Tit PAR WATER SUPPLIES. 


NOTES FROM REPORTS | BY 52. STATE RIVERS AND WATER SUPPLY COMMISSION. 


Types of alpac - for couvonience they are divided into four nein groupss— 
green algac; blue groon algae, diatoms and flagellates. 
Flagellates, moving organises , are sonetines rosponsible for tastes and odours. 


Problems — 1. Taste ama odours in Conestic storages. 


*2, Clogping netors, valves trickle filvors, irrigation lines.’ 
3. Stock poisoning by thick surface scums on dans. 

4. Deoxygenatiton and fish kills. by surface scums. 

5, Corrosion of moval’ tanks and ovhe zstructures. 

6, Slimes on channel ond tank walls, meter blades, etc. 


Stock Poisoning -- this is caused by specific membors of the blue-green algace 


These algae quickly form thick scum- sometimes oven eit — and stock known to. 
have taken this scum hove become ill extromely ery and some have died. 


AMigae release toxin which if swallowed causes sove+ stomach and respiratory dis— 


orders, staggers and death. Death can. occur within Bikoan minutes after drinking. 


Control — Prevention is best so minimise factors required for algal growth, 
e.g. cover the storage to exclude suilight, clean dam and control weeds, control 
drainage and runoff as much as possible. 


Cheniical Control — Copper sulphate is the algioide nost often used. A number of 
other algicides are available but they should not be used under normal circum 


stances 
i _Bon_Thompson 
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Latrobe Valley F.N.Ge Members will meet at Butter Factory 
Heyfield and will leave there at 10 a.m. sharp. Leader 
will be Mr. W. Cane. 


Next business meeting to be held on October 23 at Mr. 
Puckey's home at 5 Brown Street, Trafalgar at 7:30 p.m. 


A special meeting will be held at the Horie of Mrs. 
Petersen, 14 Barry Street, Morwell at 7:30 p.m. to 
discuss itinerary for next year. Anyone with ideas re 
this matter please scnd in details or come along with 
your suggestions. 


Photoflora 74 to be held in Morwell March 13, 1974. Entry 
forms are available from Secretary, Mrs.Petersen 


National Council ofWomen of Victoria will hold a one day 
Seminar. "The Gipps Environment" at L.V. Little Theatre 
on Saturday 20th October 1973. This will commence at 
10230 a.m. Details from Mrs. N. Manchester, P.O. Box 
117, Traralgon. 


Report of Traralgon Field Naturists General Meeting and Excursion: 


At the General Meeting held on September 14, Mr. A. 
Chambers provedhis popularity with the members by being | 
re-elected as President once again. Mr. J. Wall and Mrs. 

Wood retained their offices of Secretary/Treasurer and S 
Vice President Julie Chitty was elected as Publicity Officer. 


- An excursion to the Laber~touche-Wild-Flower Reserve took 
place on Saturday, September 15. There we were joined by 
the members of the Ringwood Field Nats. The leader was Mr. 
Marshall, from Ringwood. After meeting at 1:30 the 16 cars 
proceeded along the narrow winding track into the Reserve. 
There were many native plants in bloom, the acacias making 
avery bright show. Silky nakea, banksia-spirulosa, and 
crematis, were also seen. There is a Boronia area and a 
Grevillea area. There we found a Tree Grevillea which is 
very rare and fully protected. 


Two species oforchid were found: the Wall Flower Orchid 
“diuris Longifolia, and the Alpine Greenhood s Pterostylis 

Alpina. Some other plants in flower were Hibbertia, 
Bavera Wiry, and Rosy Health Myrtles. 
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Phytopthora - Couldn't find the word anywhere - all writers 
simply called it Cinnamon Fungus ~ the speeres which causes 
root rot in native and exotic plants. : 


About Members: 


Though still not strong following recent illness our President 
was able to preside at the September business meeting. He 
will hot be back at work until sometime next month, but we are 
delighted to know he is improving. Best wiwhes Mr. Moretti. 


Bulletin No. 46 of the Forestry and Timber Bureau is by Dr. 
fen Eldridge, our friend, fellow member, and for several 

years President. It is called Genetic Variation in Growth of 
Bucalyptus regnans, and deals with the variation in habit and 
speed of Srowth of Mountain Ash at different altitudes on Mt. 
Erica and study how many good qualities are transmitted to 
later generations, grown from seed of selected trees. 

Anything that is likely to result in more Mountain Ash forests 
being grown pleases field naturalists. It is one of our most 
heauviful trees. : 


At this stage of our history new plants are being recorded in 
Victoria ~ some known inother states have been recorded here 
during the past year, and at least one undescribed species has 
been collected near Bryce's Gorge in the Mt. Howitt Region. 
This is an alpine Epilobium (Willow herb) found by Messrs Cliff 
Beauglehole and Evan Chesterfield and to be dscribed by Dr. 
PReven who described Epilobium Willisii first collected on our 
Dargo High Plains camp out a fow years ago. In the Mt.Skenes— 
Mt. Howitt region Mr. Chesterfield has also collected the 
N.S.W. species Prostanthera rhombea, Goodenia Heterophylla 

and Dampiera scottiana, the Idsmanian Boronia ¢i Pridora 
(strongly Lemon-scented) and a possible new Gisdenia; 

and Mr. Beauglehole has a new Poa (Tussock Grass) ~" 


Ayaztic Plants of Australia: | 


By Helen Aston, Senior botanist National Herbarium 
Melbourne. Published by Melbourne University Press, Price 
$21.00, f i 


This beautifully produced book, subtitled: "A Guide to the 
identification of Aquatic ferns and flowering plants of. 
Australia, both native and naturalised", while valuable to 
anyine interested in plants, especially aquatics, is likely 
+o be a book used mainly be specialists and those whose work 
makes the identification of water-planits necessary because 
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tie price makes it rather a luxury for others. Yet it is a 
book full of interest for anyone who studies or observes 
native plants. The clear and easily followed descriptions, 
the well set out text and the reproduction of beautiful line 
drawings, mainly by the author, are a tribute to her know- 
ledge and fitness for the work, as well as to the high 
standard maintained by the pWishers. 


Technical terms are used only when necessary, and are 
clearly explained in the golssary - there are useful 
sections entitled “How to use this book", and "How to use 
botanical keys"; a list of abbreciations and symbols, 
metric conversions table; location maps for Victoria and 
Australia,and several other useful sections and appendices. 


Professor Turner says in his Forward —-"Although not des- 
igned as a popular work, it will also be welcomed as an 
authoritative illustrated text by all those who retain their 
early inclination to oberve and collect, uni.above all to 
name natural things." 


I find that I learn something even about the plants I 
know by studying the drawings, whih illustrate not only 
the plants, but small parts as seen under magnification. 
Avutralian botanical literature is permanently enriched by 
it, and those interested in plants, who do not posess a 
copy will be fortunate if they are able to consult it in a 
library. 


Amongst ferns, the Warragul F.N.C. has found the very rare 
maidenhair (Adiantum diaphanum) long comidered extinct, 

but found by them near Alambee, and later by Mrs. Lyndon 
near Leongatha. This is ar most important fern discovery 
Since Peter Turner collected Asplenium hookeranum at Bryces 
Gorge - its first discovery in Victoria and only the sapnd 
in Australia. Added to Messrs Rogers and Vin Barton's 
discovery of the Tasmanian iriostemon virgatus at Mt. Kaye 
in East Gippsland and Mr. Cane's discovery of the N.S.W. 
Lomandra Obliqua, also at Mt.Kaye, and Croton verrauxii 
(also N.S.W.) morth-west of Cann River these records 
suggest we have much yet to find and observant naturalists 
may well make more interesting discoveries, especially in 
the lesser-known mountain regions. 


There have also been some interesting orebid discoeries in 
recent years; the latest being Pterostylis tenuissima 
hitherto knwon only from Portland. It was found at Rosedale 
South by a party of students accompanying Mr. Andrew 
Thornleigh of the Land Conservation Council. 
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Notes on Wanderer Butterflics. 


In April 1947 (Autumn) we camped after dark in Morialta 
Gorge near Adelaids. At daylight next morning we were amazed 
by the seemingly deed leaves comering the Eucalpyt above our - 
tent. When the sun rose the "dead leaves" started opening 
their wings in its warmth. They were Wanderer Butterflics: 
We later learnt that this gorge was famous for these butter- 
flies which fed on the "Cottonwood" bushes which grew among 
the native plants on the nills at the top of the cliffs. 


In June this year (Winter) 1973, we again visited Morialta 
Gorge. The bush on the hills around the gorge had been 
burnt although growth in the gorge was intact. We saw one 
Wanderer Butterfly in the gorge and had been surprised to 
see three others about Adelaids in the previous few days. 


This last summer we have had a profusion of swan plants 
in our garden, but during the Autumn very few Wanderer 
Butterflies or their beautiful striped caterpillars pupated 
late in the season and we feared a few early frosty nights 
had killed them. On closer inspection of the pupas we 
discovered that harlequin bugs had attacked them. Some 
pupas disappeared and we think that they were eaten by the 
swamp rats which have been living in the garden... or maybe 
our pet possums ate them? The few which did hatch later had 
wings which did not develop properly. 


NO RN RE AES TR pm iN 


The following letter was received by Joan M. Dixon, Curator 
of Vertebrates, Nationat Museum of Victoria. 


Dear MissChrictensen, 

Thank you for yous intermative note on bandicoots follow- 
ing the publication of the article on them in the Weekly 
Times". Your detcils of the dead animal found on the sand 
dunes at Lakes Entrance fit in well with dimensions of the 
long-nosed bandicoot Perameles nasuta. If the specimen is 
still accessible this can bo checked by skull examination, 


. 


or even by haixy analysis. 


There are several methods which can be used for despatch 
of mammal material for identification. Such material is 
often of great use in our research collections, enabling 
distribution of various species to be extended beyond 
previously known limits inmany instances. If you can send 
in dried skeletal material; skull and other bones, depending 
on size, there is little difficulty in consignment. Road 
killed specimens, or others found in the bush or on the 
beach present some problems. IL suggest that these be prep- 
ared in one of two ways. ‘he first whereby the specimen 1s 
deep frozen is by far the casiest, but this means that you 
need to ensur rapid delivery to the museum, adequate labels 
30 that it resches me quickly and possible a telegram or phone 
call to advise me of an impending parcel. This method works 
well as long as there is someone who can take delivery here. 

: tec siieal aetna ras ay Dax] 


trig i hant 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist (8) Issue No. 118 October 1973 
AOE SSN Sa 3 Sak CSR OaSOR EEO Os) eS 


san be contacted, but there arc always occasions when 
specimens thaw out before cxamination. 


The other method is simple and involves preservation in 
methylated spirit. It is best to open up the body cavity 
of an animal with a lengthwise slit before preservation, as 
this.cnables adequate penetration of fluid. If a hypodermic 
is available, spirit can be injected into the thorax and 
under the skin so that the tissues do not become too soft 
or the skin slip. As a rule I fix mammal specimens in weak 
formalin (1 formalin : $ water) for a few days before trans- 
ferring them to 75% alcohol, but with limited facilities 
the methylated pat method which I have mentioned above is 
adequate. 


Data collected is important, as you obviously realise. 
Locality, date, collector, measurements, weight and sex of 
the animal are all useful items. Hotographs of habitat are 
also of considerable significance. 


There is no problem in despatching preserved specimen. 
to the museum. Spirit can be drained off and they can be 
packed damp in cotton wool and then in plastic. 


I hope that these few instructions will enable you to 
collect and despatch to the museum any interesting mammals 
which you may find, 


The Habitat of the Hastern Rat Hydromys chrysogaster at 
North Arm bridge is quite normal. These are often found ~ 
near sea beaches, including the islands of Bass Stait. 


A book which mlay help you in your identification is "A 
Buide to the Native Mammals of Australia" by W.D.L. Ride, 
Oxford University Press i970. 


I would be grateful if you ec:uid draw the attention of 
the Latrobe Valley Naturalists to this letter. The members 
may be able to contributc some very inte1esting material to 
our research collections. 

Yours sincerely, 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 
Details ofcontributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Strect, 
Morwell 3840. Tel.M*11 342129 
General Moctings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 


SALE F.C. 
Honorary Secretary; Mrs K.Nevmham, 
P.0,B0x 302 
Sale 3850. Tel.Sale 441046 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist Priday each month 
at the C.W.iA,Rooms, Macarthur Street, Sale. 


TRARALGON FNC. 
Honorary Secrotary: Mr J.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844. Tel.T*eon 
741948.° 
Meetings commence at 8,00pm on the 1st: Friday each month at the 
City Council Reception Rooms. TRARALGON. 


- 


WARRAGUL FNC, 
Honorary Secretary: Mx J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel.W'gul21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the “lLbert Street State School, WARRAGUL. 


Subsreriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Maes H.Lubcke, 
{22a Helen Street, 
Moxvell. 3840. 


oP 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact lirs H.Crane 
" Tel. Yalloumm 622215 


— 


The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists* Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: Honorary Editor (lirs L.Padfield ) 
42 Strzelecki. Koad, 
Yallourn. 3838. 
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Traralgon F.N.C. 


Warragul F.N.C, 
Iiecting: 
Sneaker: 


Excursion: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Meeting: 
Speakers. 


. Excursion: — 
Meeting Place: 


Decemberx: outings 


January 1974 Campout 


COMING EVENTS: 


No meeting in December 


Friday November 16th. 

Final mecting for 1973 

Mr A.Hore 

Illustrated talk on SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Sunday 18th November ~ 
Details from Secretary. 


Friday November 23rd. 

Mr Mike Halt from A.P.M. Forests: 

Details of recent visit to Seminar held 
iin Western Australia. . — 


Saturday November 24th. 
Catholic Church, Commerzial Rd. MORWELL 
Leeing at 10.00 am. 


Saturday Sth December 
Meet af MARTIN WALKER Seat Yinnar South 
at 3.00pm. 


follow signs from Yinnar Hotel. 
January 26327, 28 


fogong High Plains area. 
PS details as they come to hand, 


~~) = 
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Dear Fellow Field Naturalists, 
This. issue of the L.V.Naturalist is in sonra of the editor, lately back 
- from. holidays, May I take this opportunity of thanking Mrs Puckey who typed the 
necessary: stencils to complete the October issue, I believe she was pleased to 
see the editor back at her post. I am always grateful to all the people who 
contribute to the printing, wrapping and posting of the Naturalist. 


Ed. 


CORRECTION. 


‘This is an apology for an inadvertant mis~statement on page 5 of the October 
J Babee Perhaps’ the fact that the paragraph was written while the Acting 
iditor waited’for it, and no time was taken to read it over before giving it to 
her, explains, without: excusing the fact that I mentioned a possible new ecodenta 
found in the lit Skene —Mt Howitt region, 


This should have been a new Hibbertia, and we have now learned from the authority 
on this genus in Canberra that itis definately on undescribed species. 


More details of this when it is named and published, All I can say now iis. that it... 


iis an erect shrubby species with reddish branchlets and rather scattered blunt 
léaves with edges curled back to the broad midrib, stalked yellow flowers about 
one centimetre across with stamens all on one side of the s4ipgma; and leaves, 
branchlets. and calyces all clothed with minute soft hairs. 


J.Galbraith. 


REPORT OF TRARALGON F.N.C. EXCURSION TO STOWEY CREEK 6th. October 1 


Mrs Johnstone was the leader of this trip for the "bird-watchers" of the club.. 
Six cars left the,Oasis at *oongabbie and travelled to Cowwarr Weir, there we 
~ saw-a black duck with its ducklings and two pied cormorants. 
Before ‘reaching the Creek we stopped to observe a Grebes nest in the centre of 
Sparse: reeds in a swampy patch of ground near the road side. 


Arriving at Stoney Creek we walked in a South Eastern and Noyht Westem direction, 
Seeing and hearing many birds including the Sulphur erested Cockatoo , Plover, 
Fantailed Cuckoo, King Parrot, Golden and Rufous whistlers. 

There was’ aiso a Willie: Wagtails nest with 2 eggs ond the pudding basin nest of 
the White-singed Chough. Many trees ans shrubs were in flower. 


Re orted ay lirs Wolk, and snes a eee 
: Julie Chit 


Se oe . Note from the President of. L.V.F.N.Ce - 


I would like to SsaREE my appreciation of your thoughtful gesture in sending 
from the Club eg card, eune my recent illness, wishing me good health in the 
future. 


Tom Moretti 
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RARE WATTLES 


-At this time of the year, asSeptember m mes, one cannot help enjoying the 
golden beauty of the wattles in bloom wherever one goes. It therefore seems an app 
ropriate time to take note of any new or unusual species recently added to the list 
of Acacias in East Gippsland. } 


Lt was ‘on 31st March 1971_that I accompanied Cliff Beauglehole and Colin 
Hutchinson on a trip to the Snowy River, east of Gelantipy. We followed a steep 
forestry access track leading down what is called Museum Spur, from the main 
Buchan. Tullach Ard Road to a helipad situated some 700 to 800 ft above the river, 
The spur is rather dens®ly clad with):stringybark, Silvertop and other eucalypts, 
eith a.thick undergrowth largely composed of wattles. Of these the d®minating spec- 
ies in the vicinity of the helipad is Acacia obtusifolia. This is usually a tall 
shrub, or small trec with somotimes very Tong and drooping straplike phyllodes, 
bearing flowers in spikes. It is very common in certain restricted aroas of East 
Gippsland. 


Below the helipad, where we left the landrover, I noticed the growth of 
wattles was similar on the wary precipitous slope, but though superficially like 
A.obtusifolia, there appeare appeared to be a difference though I failed to define 
what that was. Of course there were neither flowers or pods to help idmtification - 
so I took a specimen to press, just to compare with A.obtugifolia in my collection. 


I docided it was just a slight variation of that specios, and loft, it at that. 


Early this year I had a visit from Arthur Court, of the Horbarium, ond 
on discussing local wattles, he asked to sce my collection. Straight away he not- 
icod my specimen froir Muscum Spur was not A.obtusifolia at all, but a specics 
callod A.subtilinervia , and not proviously recorded for Victoria but: known in 
N.S.W. Docsn't. that go to show how a carcloss comparision may lead one astray? 


The phyllodes of A.obtusifolia have one main central nerve, and a network 
of less distinct branched ones. In A. subtilinervia there are up to 20 norves 
parallel to the main central one, and with no network between thom. 


Again with Cliff Boauglchole, on the 6th March 1971 we made a tour of the 
ranges adjacent to the N.S.W. border north of the Amboyne Settlement in the Tubbut 
distrivt. cast of the Snowy River. On a stony ridge at an elevation of possibly” 
2000 ft, on its steepish northeasterly slope, we came upon a strange wattle occur— 
ing as a colony of small trees or shrubs. a 
Taking specimens, Cliff sent a spray to the Herbarium where it was apparently mis~ 
takenly identified as A. amoena. Knowing that wattle so well, as it is common 
down in the nowy River valley, we knew it could not he that one. However it was 
not. long pofgre Cliff wrote that he considered the strange wattle should be 
A.penninervis. Also my specimen cxactly fitted in with a spray of that species 
T had previously collected near tho Tinderry Mountains in N.S.W., when with J.H. 
Willis. Having since returned to the Amboyne and collected more material, Arthur 
Court was able to confirm ‘this wattle as being definately. A.pganinervis, which is 
a new record for this part of the State. It was previously only knowm to occur 
near Avenal in Victoria, and apparently there was some doubt as to that occurence 
being authentic. j 5 


CONTA. ee 


Ene 
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RARE WATTLES f contd. eee 
That rominds mc that in the Latrobe Valley. Naturalist No 55 lof July 1968, 
Miss Galbraith made the prediction that if ever discovered in Victoria, Acacia 
pennineorvis would most probably be found in the Snowy River — ‘uggan Buggan rogion— 


a remarkably accurate forecast $ The Amboyne is actually on the watershed of the 
Deddick River which flows into the Snowy not many miles distant, 


On September 6th 1970 I found an unusual varicty of Dagger Wattle (Acacia 
siculiformis)that occurs in one colony on Buchan Creek, near the lower courso of 
the “uggan Buggan River, at an clevation of only 800 ft. 

This is a common and widespread species on the tableland, where the flower heads 
are sessile in the axils of the phyllodes, whereas those in Sugkan Buggan oarry 
the flower heads on axillary stalks about half an inch long, 

Arthur Court informs me that it is simply a variation from the more typical form. 


Odd discoveries made from time to time point to the fact that it is still 
woth while being on the alert for new species even in Gippsland. 


Keith Rogers 


Report. of Weekend at “ilsons Promontary October 13, 14th 1973. 


The: early birds started to arrive on Vridoy afternoon in the camp area, 
The weather was as usual very good and the area was white with the flowering tea- 
tree, that. showed up the deep colouring of the erimson rosellas that abound in 
the area, 


Friday night some late comers could not find the area, however that could be 
explained, and understood because the arrival of vehicles was very heavy in the 
late aftemmoon, Saturday morning more of our members arrived and by midday we 
were all. settled in and ready to go. 


In the efternoon we drove to Mt Oberon car park and then walked along the 
Sealers Cove Track , Here we found many interesting botanical species, which were 
recorded by a very cnergrtic group. “ome were anxious to go further eons the 
track but the less energetic ones voted to return to base. 


Saturday night we were the ZueSts of the Geelong -F.N.C. ‘a. party of about 70 
who were staying in the Wallaby’ Ladge and another lodge. 
The evening was very interesting and enjoyable. It was a slide night with. some 
very good slides and thought on the subjects, ; : 
One group of slides was trees, and that subject q@%one is a very vast field, trees 
from all over Australia were shown. 
Slides of the Gannet rookery off the coast from Portland were without question 
a great feat of bird photography. Gannets of all ages, sizes and groups were there 
for ali to- see and wonder at a There were many other slides and a movie of the 
Geelong F.N.C.project on the road to Lorne was Shown: to use 
The evening ended with supper and after thanking our hosts we all found our 
way to our: camps and a goad nights rest. 


contd pp4 
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Wilsons Promontary — contd... 
; On Sunday morning people were not so lively and a lot of time was spent 
_ discussing previous events. -.... 
We then went on a-walk to Pillar Point , this took just on 2+ hours to get there 
and back. Legs must have been weary, ches there was no objection to a Bas at 
any interesting place whether it was scenery or botamical, 
On our return to camp lunch was prepared ,then talk of returning home, some 
members had already left. 


During the trip home we saw possibly 20 emus on the cattle grazing area, 
There was also a tame Wallaby in the Mt Oberon car park, but the highlight of my 
stay was to have a pair of little Wattle Birds chasing the parrots away to take 
erumbed biscuits from my hand, 


The bird life was very good,a good variety and they were all. very trusting, 
but the seagulis were forever squabbling and bluffing each other, 
Tyo Sooty Oyster catchers were observed feeding in the shallows. 


Early in thé morning a wombat: used the step of a caravan to scratch himself. 
Needless to Bay Ue as a result some of the occupants almost went through the 
ceiling! 


I would like to say in conclusion I did not take a very active part in the 
activities, but none the less we all voted the weekend a great success as we set 
off to our respective homes. 


Tom Moretti. 


NATURE NOTES... 


Have members ever cast, their eyes off the road to gaze at the row of ornam 
ental eucalypts planted on’ the left hand side of the Princes Highway east of 
Pink Hill at Beaconsfield 2 


While’ visiting friends recently in the SSeS I had time to dwell upon the 
sped mens. — 


They are the spotted gums, E,maculata , occuring naturally in Victoria at 
Tarra Mountain, Buchan to Orbost and more fyequent in coastal New South Wales 
and Queensland, Ae 


I was informed that a well known supplicr of native phone from PEER 
collects the seed from these eucalypts. : 


The tree can grow to a height of 150 ft. by 5 ft. in dianeter, and is 
closely related to the bloodwood group. 
According to Stan Kelly :- " It is a valuable species for forestry, producing 
a hard strong, tough es one we the most suitable Australian timbers for 
tool handlers. " 


Nancy Brooks 
> Warragul F.N.C. 
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1 . TALK ON BIRDS BY MR. VINCENT 28/9/73 
Mx Vincent gave a very interesting talk illustrated by excellent slides 
which showed a great knowledge of both birds and photography. The Black Swan was 
depicted with young and the close-up of the bird's head showed detail only seen 
ith very strong binoculars, The camouflage of the open nest of the Black—~fronted 
otterel on gravel at the side of the road enakled it to defy detection until the . 
mother bird arrived with food for the baby chick. The nest and. eggs of several 
water birds included Little Tern, Crested Tern, Straw-necked Ibisi Chestnut— 
breasted Shell—duck. Mr Vincent described how he was buried in the sand to enable 
him to photograph the Terms, 


Many of the sitides had very interesting’ anecdotes. associated with them 
relatine to either the surroundings of the nest, observations of the actions,. 
habitats or patterns of behaviour of the birds or amusing td es of the photo~ 
grapher and his antics to achieve such beautiful slides. Notes of interest men— 
tioned included how small birds fluff out their feathers ta make them appear 
larger when approached by predators; how some female birds do not allow the males 
to feed the babies. One slide showed thé Golden “histler removing the baby's 
faecal sac to keep the mest cleam and avoid attracting predators. 

Baby birds have no choice of food and sometimes have to rest with a dragonfly or 
other food half-way down their throats, 


The 40ft. aluminium ladder described did not sound very stable despite 
its 6 guy ropes and seat. Many sets of male and female birds, of the babies, the 
eggs and the nest were shown. : 


‘ A list of the birds shown on the slides will enable readers. to gauge the 
amount: of country over whith Mr and Mrs Vincent, have travelled to collect the set 
of slides used. Slides included the Australian. Ground Thrush: at Wingan National 
Park, Wonga Pigeon which waiks ( not flies) into a water hole, Imu, Crimson Rosella 
bathing , Gang-gang Cockatoo, Taymy Peogmouth. which although so well camouflaged 
when mature, is vexy white when young and the eggs are also white. The Bam Owl 
is beautifully coloured for a nocturnal bird, Kookaburra, Sacred Kingfisher, 
Scarlet Rovin, Flame Robin, Yellow~tailed Thornbill, Golden Bronge-cuckoo, Southem 
Yellow Robin, Jacky Winter catching a caterpillar and photographed from 16ft, 
above the ground, Rufous Whistlen, Golden Whistler, Bm wn Thornbill, “hi te~browed 
Scrub-wren, Supérb Blue Wren,” Dusky’ Yood-swallow, Wiite-browed’ Wood —swallovw, 
White-throated Tree—creeper's nest; 32 ft.up, Eastern Spyinebill; Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater, White-eared Honeyeater, Crested Honeyeater, Yellow-winged  Honeyeater, 
Little Wattlebird, Olive-badced Oriole, Grey Butcher-bird, Bell-miner, Pied Curra~ 
wong, Wankeen Kestrel, Black ~shouldered Kite, Wedge—tailed Eagle with its cruel 
beak, Boobook Owl. and Ground Parrot. 

During question time Mr vincent described how they help restore injured 
bards to health and release them. 
They allow 3 weeks for injuries to heal, Tales of how thw birds reacted to bad ng 
handled created much interest. fae 
After a great number of questions the meeting applauded Mr Vincent and 
thanked. him for a wonderful evening. 


Bon Thompson 
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REPORT OF BUSINESS MEETING OCTOBER 23RD. 1973. 
Covers. for NATURALIS£ 1974 have been ordered ,and are now in the hands of the 
printer(Mr Sterkenburg) . 


Photoflora will be held in Morwell Tovm Hall , March 13th 1974. 
Deposit for the hall has been paid. 


Decided that Mr Sane should receive a small gift from the club in appreciation 
of his talk, and in amticipation of the excursion, 
Details given of November meeting and excursion. 


Flying Duck Orchid cards, These are available to members at a cost of 5cents each. 
Contact: Mrs Padfield if you would like some of these. 


Car Stickers. Iliss Kemp had tendered her resignation as Secretary , as she will 
goon be leaving the area. 
Mr J.Puckey agreed to take over the position of secretary for Car Stickerse 


Next Business Meeting will be held on Tuesday November 20th at the home of lr and 
Mrs McElroy 35 Latrobe Road Morwell at 7.30pm, 
Supper Roster November 23rd.. _ Miss Kemp lirs Sterkenburge 


Meeting to discuss program for 1974 would be held October 30th 
Much discussion on the subjects and speakers tok place. Tentative speakers will 
be asked if they can be present when requested, 


Barbecque and Picnic Tea, Decided that we should all meet at the Martin Walker 
Reserve at Yinner South on Saturday December 8th. ee 
Meet at 3,00 pm and enjoy the long evening . This will be mainly a social day , 
but if some wish they may visit Moxwell National Park to see the Tree Orchid which 


grows in that area, 
Signs for direction will be placed along the road from Yinnar Hotel. 


SPECIHEN TABLE October 26th 


Specimen of Waratah (Telopea speciosissima) 
ShelIs and Beach Stones showing them as they had been collected and after 
polishing, Brought by Mrs McElroy. 


NATURALISTS EVENING AT SALE. 3rd November 1973 
After what- the Blackburn Tree Society members called "A yonderful day with 
wonderful leaders" spent in the Rosedale South bush under the leadership of Bom and 
Ollie Thompson, members of the Sale F.N.CG. entertained members of the Tree Society 
and some from L.V.F.ii.C. and Bairnsdale F.N.C. for the evening. > 
More details of this evening will be published in December WYaturalist. 


Members of LiV.F.N.C. will be interested that a presentation was made to ourpast 
Secretary lix'S.Belgraver recently. | a 

A recording of Handels Messiah was given to him from the club in appreciation of 
his many years of service to the club. 


SE 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 
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re ee ee 
Details oefcontributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 


Honorary Secretary: Mrs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Moxvwell 3840. Tel. M'll 342129 
General Meetings commence at 7. 30pm. on the 4th Friday cach month 
at the Yallourn State School, YALLOURN. 


ee 


SALE FNC. 
Honorary Secretary: lirs K.Nevmhan, 
P.0,B0x 302 
: Sale 3850. Tel.Sale 441046 
Heotings commence at 8.00pm on the 1st Friday each month 
at the C.W.i,Rooms, Macarthur Street, Sale. 


TRARALGON INC. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr J.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844, Tel. T*son 
741948, 
licetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist: Friday each month at the 
City Council Reception Rooms,  2RARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.1.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel. W'eul21563 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the “lbert Strect State School, WARRAGUL. ~ 


Subsreriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mrs E.Lubcke, 
122a Helen Street, 
Morwell, 3840, 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Iirs H.Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 622215 


The LATROBE VALLEY. NATURALIST is the gfficial publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists’ Club, Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: Honorary Editor (Mrs L.Padficld ) 
42 Strzelecki. Road, 
Yallourn. 3838. 
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COMING EVENTS 


ALL CLUBS No Meetings during December 1973 
obs _V. r FNC. 
January 1974 
Meeting: Priday 18th Jmuary at Yalloum State 


School. FILM NIGHT showing the film 
¥ The Straitsman", 


Exoursion: January 26,27; 28 To Bogung High Plains, 
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Dear Se oe 
| is is the last issug of L.V. Naturalist for this year: and 
we must wish you all a HAPPY CHRISTMAS, mnese greetings come from fie cies 
on behalf of the President and members of"L.V.F.N.C. 


NATURALISTS EVENING AT SALE 


This was briefly referred to in the November Issue of Naturalist. A more detailed 
account of the evening has been compiled by Miss Jean Gal braithe 


The Thompsons began the evening, after a welcome from the Sale president 
by showing slides of flowers which grow at Rosedale “outh but are not flowering : 
NOWe 

’ Then Mr Barton, the Baimsdale F.N.C. hon, Secretary told us about the 
proposed dam sites on the Mitchell River, with slides of the country that would 
be affected, (making it clear that from an ecological point of view the TABBERABRA 
site jis the most desirgble). 


th Next a member of the Blackburn Tree Society told ;qf.that sodistutd padiyect. 
which wélPtsavd moxé be DsSert (wild 1i€%). They eyes ory TOOO acres of 


privately owned land adjoining-the-natienal—park; members buying shares at $25.00 
each, 1 OMaMT MUR TOSdID $ 

} Finally Mrs Kendall of the B.T.S. showed us some memorable slides’ of inland 
Australia, and the remainder of the evening was given up to " tea, coffee, biscuits 
and conversation " especially conversation, 


These informal inter-club gatherings are valuable in many ways ~ most 
especially in cementing friendships and exchanging: news. 


In appreciation of the work by the Thompsons , the Blackbur Tree Society 
have given a sum of money to purchase a book for the L.V.F.N.C. Library. 


REPORT OF TRARALGON P.N.C.EXCURSION 10 BURGOYNES GAP November 3rd_1973 


Lt was .a fine, but overcast day when three cars set out along the Licola 
road to Burgoynes. Gap. The first stop was at Glenmaggie Weir, where there were 
‘Black Swans and Pelicans to be seen. We then continued along the winding road 
through breathtaking scenery; the MacallisterRiver below us and the rocky mount— 
ains on either side. : F 

In some places Yellow Everlastings and Blue-lily (Dianella) grew in pro- 
fusion on the roadside. On reaching the Gap we found a great many flowers blooming, 
There were several orchids, Nodding Greenhood, Musky Caladenia, Pink Fingers, 
Wax Lip, Tiger Orchid and Hyacinth Orchids. 
Qn a steep sided gully the maiden hair fern formed a thick matting. 
After lunch. we walked about 3 miles along a track to the north, Here the ground 
was more bare, but the Tiger Orchid grew in profusion. 

Coming to a rocky outcrop mvered with lichen enabled us, to get, a) superb.) 
view of the river below. We then: made our wa¥<up to the roa& ‘and homewards. — Rial es ot 


~ a " ern 


ee ee re cee aac cat 


meee VR MMOLE AKEA 


I have long thought that our house ( built in 1906) stands on a hummock ~ 
which has over the ages, been built by worms, ‘These small rounded hills area ~ 
feature of the area of Lillico, Warragul. 

A diagramatic l..5 section of the site is as the sketch, 


The soil. in these mounds varies in a regular manner, The north facing 
slopes are a deep dark brow fertile loam which carries a good sward of best past- 
ure grasses and clovers. It shows that "crumb structure" in the turf which jis typ- 
ical of a good pasture. The south facing slopes are very different, . 
The mode of change-over is gradual and the place of change almost impossible to 
see. The soil is clayey and hard packed, and always rather bumpy on the surface, 
L,ght brovm in colour and having the appearance of sub-soil. It cracks more than 

e other in a dry year on the higher parts, and despite twenty years of effort, 
it will never carry a dense sward, nor many of the best pasture plants. Clover iis 
only sporadic. It keeps generally: to native grasses, flat weed, sorrel and such 
Tike hardy fellows and is always showing open soil, In my early days, I tried to 
get a man to disc it up for me, but he said discs could make no impression on it, 
they only. seratched the gurface. ; 


But strangely, trees grow very well. picelene: Biackwood, ~ epneaas and 
Radiata Pine; Aso Oak,- Ash and shrubs. One Eeglobulus, recognised as a fast 
growing tree, planted in the position shown grew at a very fast rate indeed and is 
now a fine young specimen with a trunk 8 or 9 inches through, and a row of young 
pines at "P" are: very robust indeed on a particularly clayey area, Mahogany guns 
also have dgne well, ; 


As regards pasture, I think the only thing which would have enabled it to 
carry a sward would be a deep sub-soil ploughing to loosen it all Be followed by 
liming, I judge this on the performance of garden beds. 


contd.ecee 
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It is on the south slopes where the worms live, There is, except in a very 
wet season when you may find the odd hole, no sign of them on the north slopes, 
On the south, they are fairly frequent, even close up to large trees, The holes 
are about 5/8 ins.’ to 1 ins. in diameter and most nights the worms will bring up: 
‘a little light browm watery soil and push it: out: on the surface — a tablespoon 
perhaps each. night. They are most active in wet weather during the winter and early 
spring, I think he probably pushes his head(or his tail ? my wife queries) out a 
littlé when he makes his"cast" but I have never waited up to see. There is certain- 
ly never any sign of his having come bodily out on to the surface as the small 
earth worm does, In winter when there is plenty of water in the ground, he seems 
to rest, near the surface because footfalls near will cause him apparently to with- 
draw downwards causing sucking watery noises, It seems as he is drawing back into 
water in the lower parts of the hole. I have never succeeded in obtaining a whole’ 
worm, but when burying a calf or digging a post-hole from 2ft.6ins. to 3 ft. deep, 
I have cut: off a piece-a few inches long and about the size of a man's thumb. 


Early this spring, I had a go at following a hole dovm, but his hole dew 
iated from mine at 2ft,6ins. and I gave up the chase, I did however, do a small 
piece of research. I entered a piece of water pipimg, 1 ins. in’ diameter oytasad- 
jin his hole and then gradually filled in my hole around the pipe, ramming the earth 
and withdrawing the pipe a bit at: a time until an artificial worm—hole was made 
out to the surface. For four days nothing happened and then for three or four, 
the worm used my hole and deposited quite an amount of cast. After that there was: 
no activity for about a month when, after 3 ins. of rain in late October, more 
cast: was put out. 


Fhe layout of the worms ‘abode, as far as I have observed ot, and the way 
they inhabit these hummocks, has led me to hazard several guesses about then, 
which may.be useful to record for checking against other find ngs. 


The worms appear to live in colonies but each worm may have a hole which is 
his especial. dwelling, How much communication there is would require deep and care~ 
ful excavation to find out. 

I think probably water flows through part: of the system and serves a double pur 
pose — to keep the ground moist, particularly in summer, and to bing food, 

The food mnsisting of decaying vegetable matter. I duubt whether they live on 
living vegetable or animal matter existing near the surface and near their holes 
as E have scen no sign of any gnawed roots or other remains. 


During the hot summer they retreat to great depths and are never heard, 
but during the winter new holes often appear. 
- Their activities in bringing up sub-soil in their casts have the effect 
of building out the hummocks on the south side and probably reducing them by caus— 
ing subsidence gradually on the north. Such low areas as that between my house 
and the hump to the north are thus formed. The subsided areas may act as catchments 
for a supply of water via tunnels to the south side of the hill, 


I conceive that; such a process has gone on for hundreds of years and that 
ali the small hills: in our area have been built. or much modified in this way. 
Some of them where no, or very little worm activity occurs may have reached a 
Stage of bew ming uninhabitable and have been abandoned. 


contdece 
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GIPPSLAND WORMS @ntd.., 


i We once visited a farm at Strzelecki where the farmer showed us a rounded 
ie rough hillside on which he said he could get: nothing much to grow. Looking at it 
a: I-said.,"It*s a worm bed " and so it proved. Diagnosis follows observation $ 


the worm makes of his tunnels would be a difficult job. He works so deep. 
_A lot of earth would need to be very carefully moved. One way would be to procure 
& stay. of ececution, where excavations are to be made on a know worm bed, a 


ee, John Eve 
(e*. . s , 7 j Warragul F.N.C, 
‘ ‘ ¥+ oh ‘ ? % LL aaa * 


Seen 


_ GHAINEL COUNTRY EXCURSION 28th OCTOBER 1973, 
Ten cars, assembled at the meeting place in Heyfield where we were met by 
Mr Bill Cane junior in his land rover, ; iinet 


"We travelled via Glenmaggie and Blores hill to Tinamba where we tumed 
left and continued to the channel area vhere Mr Bill Cane senior awaited us, 
We then proceeded through the bush to a parking area where lunch was packed te 
carry, and walked down a track along the ridge, until we had steps cut inko the bank 
half way down then by ladders to the river bed level. ° ; 


The river was running quite strongly and-we wended our way along finding 
many plants and admiring and discussing the various colours of the stone which is 
most: prolofic. in the area, ‘i ; ; = 5 

We Iunched at a very interesting spot, after which our bags and .gear were 
. left behind and we ventured further upstream. Some younger manbers had a’ swin. : 
After our return and a brief rest’ we set forth to returm to our vehicles, a walk 
of about three quarters of a mile, Mr Cane had his landrover standing by to. ferry 
anyone not wishing to tackle the uphill climb. hts 
While at the river level I was paddling around in a rocky but calm pool and: dist~» 
urbed quite a sizeable trout. 

After a welcome aftemoon tea and a talk we moved out to return home}via 
Glenmaggie, Heyfield, Seaton, Stony Creek, where many interesting plmts were Seene 


Tom Moretti 


A’note from Sale Field Naturalist Club tells of the resignation of the 
President, lir Peter Turner, who had filled that office for a number of years. . 
Mr John “mith has stepped into the position for the present. , . 

The club will be in recess during January 1974. ding 


Pea) 
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LOOKING ROUND US 


Naturalists who keep thai r eyes open are likely to make interesting dis~ 
coveries even in what appears to be wnpromising places. 


Our Secretary and I, returning from a holiday with Miss Rossiter when every 
day had. been full of interest, stopped for a cup of tea ata waysi de rest area 
st off the Prince's Highway. ~ 

ose who kiow Mrs Peterson’s quick eye for orchids will know who it was: who had 
walked less than a dozen steps from the car when she found two spider — orchids 
not the widespread Green-comb Spiderorchid ( Caladenia dilatata ) but the much 
marer C.patersoni « : ; 
Tt did not look at all a flowery place, yet, before we left she had found both 
species of Spider — orchids, Nodding Greenhoods,’ Tall Greenhoods; Mayfly Orchids, 
Gnat Orchids, Musky Caladenias ( C. angustata ); an jimmature Hyacinth Orchid — 
and I knowthere was a ninth species —- probably Waxlip Orchid, but I do not rem 
enber defi nately. 
This iis not surprising since we had seen d together 35 species of native orchids 
during our holiday 


While Mrs Peterson found orchids during our short wayside stop I looked 
for other-flowers.’ There were ( counting the orchids ) 31 speciies in bloom in 
bloon in that area; many others not flowering; and three ferms — Bracken , Screw 
Fem and a beautiful patch of Maiidenhaiir, while close to the table where we poured 
our tea there were two species of nistletoe on one branch — the bm nzy~grecn 
Drooping Mistletoe and the erect Creeping Mistletoe with blunt leathery light~ 
green leaves; yet,.as I said, at first sight it did not seem to be a flowery place, 


Tt is always worth looking. 


J,Galbraith, 


ORCHID HUNTERS. 
Miss Ruth Clarke if Lakes Int,ance would like to hear from anyone who 
finds or knows where any of the orchids listed below are growing, 
The se are orchids reqiired to complete her paintings for a book heing compiled 
by her. 


Thelynitra chasnogama ~ Prasophyllum parviflorum — 
Thelymitra natthewsii — ee patens ~ 
Thelynitra nacmillanit~ r morganii — 


Calochilus saprophyticus —— 


Shab bla, Yprpacte Aes a“ 
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oe ane BY MR.W. CANE OCTOBER 26TH 1973 
| CINNAMON FUNGUS. ss 


lr Cane gave a very interesting mares on the root rot fungus Phytophthera 
Ginnamonit . 4s yet there is not a great deal know about this fungus but research 
is as talking ] place. It has porhaps been in Australia long before it was recorded alth- 
ough it is also thought to have been introduced from Asia. The fungus is a minute 
organism that still appears small even under 2,000 magnification. It is broadly 
acc@ ted that under the right conditions of warmth and moisture it can multiply at 
the rate of millions per minute. Qne method used for detecting the prescence of 
this fungus is to germinate Lupin. seeds and inject them with soil suspected of con— 
taining the fungus. If itis present the roots of the Lupin will quickly be affect- 
ed. It is knowm that in the dry state the organism can remain dormant for at least 
5 years but it is not know for how much longer, In the format stage it is so small 
it is almost impossible to detect and identify, Its general appearance and life 
cycle is know. It is generally believed that dispersion is by earth moving equip— 
ment or by people removing soil from the bush to their gardens. It is fai rly common 
in nurseries and can be distributed with their plants. It is not nom if itis 
windblown but lir Cane thinks this iis quite feasible. It can impel itself in water 
and change direction, In sandy or gravel type soil it can affect the roots much 
more quickly than in heavy soil, Es: must be present for the orgenism to ‘reach 
the roots of plants. . 


. Much research is necessary before details of which’ plants are BEPaotedy 
but already it is know to affect a very wide range of garden and native plmts. 
Some plants are more resistant than otbers to attack but it cannot be. said .yet that 
any plants are completely resistant, Some plants die in 3 days while others may 
take 12 months, = 


WHY A MENACE NOW. 


Movement of soil has spread the fungus more quickly than naturdl means would have. 
Mr Cane is convinced that persistant burming of natural bush is’ playing a big part 
in the spread of this fungi. Most of our native plants have evolved with fire and 
can withstand it but natural fires were not consistently in the same areas every 
year or so as they are today. 


NATURAL CONTROL, 


Several organisms (app.5) are known to provide biological control and one is of 
particular merit DO OE all other factors are equal. When there is a high inc- 


Focnce of the dingds in’the so1i éventhé bacteria mast likely to pwvide control 


is only a partial control, With a low incidence the bacteria gives complete control. 
In the natural environnent these organisms control the fungus to such an extent 
that it is not noticed, 411 these control organisms live in decaying vegetable 
natter on the floor of the forest, Mr Cane sees these leaves, etc. as future plant 
food but ho suggested Forestry Officers see them as litter and probable fire menace 
Where most: damage by the fungus has occured over the widest area it is: where bum- 
ing has been most frequent over the longest pexiod. Phytophthera was first known 


in the Jarrah forests in W.. where the forests had been freely burnt by Forestry 


Officers and landowmers and the combination of high raunfall end warm temperatures 
with the depletion of natural enemies are thought to be responsible. 
It was also knorm in Queensland,N.S.W. and first in yictoria in East Seay 


COntdece 
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_ CINNAMON FUNGUS Contd ese. 


In different districts various plants are affected first — f i 
= 25 5 Aa ea I is »~ Tor example in W.A, 
Banksia grandis is the indicator but in E.Gippsland it is a species of Gtragstree, 


CHEMICAL CONTROL, 


Mr Cane states, that any fungicide conta ning copper will kill Phytpphthera but 
caution is necessary and practically all Protaceae family is susceptible to too 
nany doses of copper. If two applications of copper based fungicide are used then 
aoe Chelates must be used to overcome the effects of copper. 

olatan is as yet thought to be safe for all types of plmts but soil is livi 
and. the Difolatan will kill other organisms as well. The most SOR ERE a 
of control with the least sideseffects after the rate of infection has been red- 
uced: by watering with Difolatan is to collect the humus from the forest for diff. 
erent plants — for example for Banksias and Grevilleas use leaf mould from under 
Bmksias and then let the shed leaves of the plant remain on the ground, 
For plants of the Myrtacea family use the leaf mould from under pRgcalypts and 


Casuarinas. 


Bon Thompson. 


Plm ts not previously recorded by our club for the Briagelong area. These plants 
were reagorded on 28th October on the club excursion led by David and John Cane 
to the ¢hannel Yountry on the Avon River, 


Cheilanthes distans 
‘ Cyperus lucidus: 
Dichopogon strictus: 
Dodonea cuneata 
Epi lobium cinereum 
Hd'ea microcarpa 
Leptospermun. obovatum 
Lepilacna spe + 
Linum narginale 
Lissanthe strigosa 
Myriophyllun elazy tides 


Pimelea curviflora 
Pittosporun: undulatun 


Plantago. lanceolata 
Platysace ericoides 
Polygonum minus: 
Potomogetum spe 

% Ww tT ; 


Pan 


+ 


Pultenaca, largiflorens: 
,  axrilore = 

Sigesbeckia orientalis: 
assassin triloba + 
meulleri a> 


_* Introduced plants 


Bristly Cloak Fern 

featy: Flat-sedge 
hocolate Lily 

Wedge-leaf Hop—bush 

Variable Willow-herb 

Snall—fruit Hakea 

River Tea—txree 

Water-nat 

Native Flax 

Peach Heath 

Water Milfoil 

Curved Riceflower 

Sweet Pittosporun 

Ri bwort 


' Heath Platysace © 


Stender Kno tweed 
Pondweed 
wt 


Budipea 
Lis 
Indiam Weed 


Common New Holland Daisy 
Narrow-Leaf New Holland Daisy 


+ Plants not recorded in the Distribution of Victorian Plants as growing in 


S which includes the EXCULSLON arecae 


Idist compiled by Bon Thompson 


paerODe ae Naturalist ( 8 ay “~~~ ¥Essue No _1< ecember 


2 eee <<< 


Paper Shortage We had been unable to. receive » the full order for our supplies 

for the Naturalist, is is.due to a world wide paper pulp shortage. 

We may have to shorten the size of the Naturalist in the future. pe 
This does not mean that we will still not require more articles for the Naturalist. 


The Editor is continually getting headaches about the lack of material, so please 
try to remedy the situation with a few short articles about your observations. 


Morwell Horticultural Society requested a combined gathering at the Hazelwood 
Aboreteum. Many members may not be aware of the association of our club with them 
in the original planting of the aboreteum. 


‘BLACKBURN TREE SOCIETY. . Notice received that a donation was given to the club. 
This was to purchase.a.book for the library. Mrs Crane to: purchase same. 


Photoflora i974 arrangements going ahead for advertising etc.. 


Field Naturalists Clubs Association will hold a meeting at. Stawell in March 1974, 
The committee decided that we should re-examine our ‘policy for this organisation, 
We would await outcome of March meeting: 


Writing up of meetings and excursions . 


There was much discussion on this subject as Mrs Thompson announced that she would 
not always.be available to do these duties. 

_ It was felt: that perhaps more of the members should hecome interested in these 
activities. There should. be enough members to offer to do this and it may only be 
one members turn once in a year, Is that too much to ask of the manbers? © : 

If people. cannot write up the meetings and excursions then we cannot publish them. 


Next’ business meeting will be held Tuesday January 15th 1974. at the home of 
Miss Jean Galbraith, “yers.. 


Closing date for material to he included in January Naturalist is January 8th. 


FAREWELL AND THANKYOU 


The November meeting gave all members present the opportunity to say farewell 
to Miss Betty Kemp. She has’béen a member of the club for many years, she typed 
the stencils for the Naturalist for many issues and very capably organised the 

Car Sticker project. Our thanks go to her for what she has,done for us. 

A special supper had been organised by the ladies, and Mr Moretti made a present~ 
ation ef a sheath of flowers to Miss Kemp. Mrs McElroy had Arranged the flowers. 


We had hoped to see our friend Mr Belgraver at the November meeting. < 
He found it. impossible to attend but a letter read to members told of his thanks 
for the beautiful records given to him. We hope he has much pleasure from them, 


Specimens of Exocarpus fruits, Callistemon and the Silky Oak flowers where on 
the table at the November meeting. 


Latrobe Valley Naturalist. 
Details ofcontributing clubs are as follows: 


Latrobe Valley F.N.C. 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs I.Peterson ~ 


14 Barry Street, 
Morwell 3840. Tel.M*11 342129 
General Meetings commence at 7.30pm. on the 4th Friday each month 
at the ¥allourn State School, XALLOURN. 


SALE FNC. 
Honorary secretary: Mrs K.Nevmhan, 
P.0,B0x 302 
: Sale 3850, Tel.Sale 441046 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist Friday each month 
at the C.W.A.,Rooms, Macarthur Street, Sale, 


TRARALGON F.N.C. 


Honorary Secrotary: Mr J.Wall 
156 Kay Street, 
Traralgon. 3844, Tel.T'g@n 
741948. 
Meetings commence at 8.00pm on the ist: Friday each month at the 
Gity Council Reception Rooms. TRARALGON. 


WARRAGUL F.N.C. 
- Honorary Secretary: Mr J.Brooks 
3 Nobel Street, 
Warragul, 3820. Tel.W'gul21565 
Mectings commence at 8.00pm. on the 3rd. Friday each month 
at the “Lbert Street State School, WARRAGUL. . 


LLL CLE 


Subsreriptions payable to the Honorary Treasurer: 
Mirs E.Lubcke, 
122a Helen Strect, 
Morwell. 3840. 


arene; 


If transport is needed on excursions please contact Mrs H,Crane 
Tel. Yallourn 622215 


Leanne eee ee ee ssenneennasstnenaenencnnnenesmneemnnstssneanatl 
The LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST is the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists? Club. Contributions on any aspect of 
Natural History are invited from members of all clubs 
and should be addressed to: Honorary Editor (irs L.Padfield ) 
42 Strzelecki. Road, © 
Yallourn. 3838. 
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